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‘Observer’

s top coaches

include North’s O’Leary

By Bead Emens
staff writer

In the world of team sports, coachlng
}: often overlooked in favor of the ath-
ete.

But when it comes to prep aports,
coachlng often i3 the determining fac-
tor in terms of wins and loases,

‘This year, the Observer sports stail
would like to honor six coaches who
made a great impact on thelr respee-
Uive programs this scason. The jobs
they turned in are noteworthy, and they
are to be commended for thelr effarts.

Here I3 a rundown of the fall sports
Coaches of the Year.

JIM O'LEARY, North Farmlngtoo,
football: Riddled by graduation the
previous ypear, the second-year
coach took a relatively inexperi-
enced team and led it 10 on 8-}
record and the Northwest Suburban
League (NSL) crown (for the sec-
ond straight year).

After succeeding one of the
state's top coaches, Ron Holland,
O'Leary’s record over the past twe
vears has been 14-4.

O'Leary’s performance in 1984 is
to be saluted atong with the perfor-
mances turned by Garden City
coach Dean Shipman and Livonia
Stevenson’s Jack Reardon, whose
teams each went 7-2. Farmington’s
Don Kuick should also receive men-
tion. His team finished 6-3, with two
of the losses coming to top-rated
Farmington Harrison, The Falcons
also dashed North's dream of an un-

beaten season with a win in the fi-
nal game.

TIM NEWMAN, Livonia Franklln,
girls basketball: The third-year
Franklin coach worked wonders
this year with a tcam whose tallest
player was 5-fect-6.

The 27-year-old Newman led
Franklin to a 17-5 overall record
and brought the school its first ever
district championship. The Patriots
also were co-champions of the NSL
Jfor the second straight year.

In three scasons, Newman's
record is 44-21. He iz a Franklin
graduate.

Other fine jobs turned in by area
coaches that shouldn't be overlooked
are those of last year's coach of the
year, Plymouth Salem's Fred Tho-
mann, and North Farmington's
Greg Grodzicki.

MIKE MORGAN, Piymouth Canton,
boys soccers It his first year with the
boys, Morgan led the Chiefs to the
second best record in the Western
Lakes Soccer League behind Livo-
nia Stevenson.

The Chiefs won the Western Divi-
sion and finished the year with @ 14-
3-1 overall record.

Morgan also coaches the Canton
pirls.

Among other area boys soccer
coaches whe deserve mention, in-
clude Stevenson's Pete Scerri, who
led his team to the state champion-
ship final; and Plymouth Salem's

T g dirceied his team
to the Class A regional final,

LOIS McDONALD, Livonia Sieven-
son, girls swimming: The veteran Ste-
venson coach has led the Spartans
to a trio of second-place finishes in
the state Class A meet.

This scason, Stevensen won the
Vestern Lakes Relays and the
WLAA title, setting numerous re-

cords, Stevenson was unbeaten and 13
ranked No. I before being nosed out &}

by Ann Arbor Pioneer in the state
Sinals.

Not to be overiooked are the cf-
Sorts turned in by North Farming-
ton's Pat Duthie, whose team was
sizth in Class A; and Plymouth Sa-
ltem’s Chuck Olson, whose team fin.
ished sccond behind Stevenson in
the WLAA.

TONY MAGNI, Catholie C‘eulu‘l,
boys cross couniry: Perfection is
something rare in high xchqo[
sports, but Tony Magni, along with
assistant Kevin Kavanagh, directed
Redford CC to 13 straight dual-meet
wins without a loss.

Magni aiso led CC 1o its Si!Fund
straight Class A state and regional
crowns, not to mention the Opcrg-
tion-Friendship and Catholic
League titles.

Magni was aiso honored last
month as Class A Coach of the Year
by MITCA, the statewide organiza-
tion of cross country coaches.

In addition to the outstanding
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by

JIm O'Leary, 1984 Coach of The Year (rorﬁ North

Farmington, captured his team’

year by Magni, the Observer would
also like to recognize Farmington's
Jerry Young, whose team qualified
Jor the state meet, won the WLAA
and was ranked in the top 10; and
Westland John Glenn's Ed Phillips,
whose team won the Northwest Sub-
urban League meet and finished
second in the regional.

ALAN MARTENS, Livonin Chburch-
1ll, girls cross country: Led by Mar-
tens, Livonia Churchill came on
strong at the end of the scason to
earn the No. 1 ranking in Observer-
tand.

An  also-ran

at mid-scason,

Rebuilt Pioneers still a power

By C.J. Risak
staff writer

Replacing a three-time NCAA Division

Swimmer of the Year i3 pever easy.

OU sports

freestyles. All three are freshmen.

The transfer student who has helped greatly is
sophomore Mike Koleber, from Washington (Mich.)

Add to that the graduation of 10 other seniors,

and It can be devastating.

But Oakland University men's swim coach Pete
Hovland anticlpated it. He knew what was coming.
What he dldn't expect was to lose Mlke McClos-

cy.

McCloskey, an All-American in two events last
scason, was expected to help offset the loss of Tra-
cy Huth, a four-time national champlon In the 200-
yard and 400-yard Indlvidual medleys. But McClos-
key didn’t make grades, and that has left o gaplng

hole tn OU’s lineup.

“He couldn't have replaced Tracy,” sald Hoviand,
*“But he would have placed in the top three natlon-

ally. It was a tremendous loss.”

Which means that OU, which placed second in
each of the past two seasons at the NCAA Division
{1 flnals, will be hard pressed to match that per-

formance,

“Everyone i5 calllng it a rebuilding year,” Hov-
land sald, admitting, “We are very young, very In-

experienced.”

BUT THE CUPBOARD s far from bare, not with
a strong group of freshmen and solid relurnees,

Leading the returnees ls senlor John Christian-
sen, from Grand Haven; junlors Matt Croghan,
{rom Fremont, Calif., and Jeft Colton, from Grosse
Pointe; and sophomare Steve Larson, from East

Kentwood.

Christiansen, a sprint freestyler and butterflyer,
was an NCAA finalist in three events and is already
nearlng hls lifetime bests. Croghan, o distance
freestyler, was second In the 1,650 and third in the

800 at last year's nationals, He, too, Is alrcady ncar-

Ing personal bests,

“He's r

Larson suffered through 2 “bad national meet”
last season, according to Hovland, But, he added,
and made the

cuts al-

long time.”

ever done.”

capable IMer.

volleyball

Raiders feast in
winning opener

The North Farmington velleyball team made the
beat of Its scason opener Wednesday dusting off

Novl, 15-4, 15-5.

Pattl Kozickl, senior setter, led the way by nall-
Ing 10 of 11 serves, 4 for aces. Suzette Greenberg
went 12 for 12 from the service line with 2 aces.

“Our serving prelty much dominated the game,”
sald Raider coach Sandy Lubienlecki. “It's carly in
the scason. We were just a little ahead of them.”

Naney Cothran played a atrong game on the front

row for North.
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ready. He's a key for us — he's got potentlal to
score In three cvents. He's the most talented sprint
and middle-distance freestyler to come to OU ina

Another swimmer Hovland ls expecting to re-
bound from a disappointing natlonal meet is Colton,
who as a freshman was a double national champton
in the 100 and 200 backstrokes, Last season, he was
second in the 100 and seventh in the 200.

“Jeff's attitude Is complotely different,” sald
Hovland. Hopes of trylng out for the U.S. Clympic
team distracted Colton, Hovland sald, and he over-
trained for last season's nationals,

“I think we've got the old JefI Colton back,” Hov-
land sald. “He's turning In tlmes as good as he's

THE FUTURE of OU swimming rests with a
group of promising freshmen and a transfer stu-
dent. Freshmen Jeft Kuhn, from East Kentwood,
and Mark VanderMey, from Grandville, finlshed
one-two In the 100 breaststroke at the Class A state
meet lagt year. VanderMey has also proved tobe a

Jelf Cooper, of Schwartz Creek, and Tom Warni-
ca, of Rochester, add depth to the middle-distance
freestyle events, while Steve Ramscy, from Chel

>* ! 25429 W. Fivo Milo

and the U.S, Naval Academy. Desplte sliting out a
year, Koleber “hasn’t missed a beat” In the sprint
freestyles, according to Hovland,
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's attention and plonship.
Churchill’s young team came of age
late in the year, winning the West-
ern Lakes meet and qualifying for
the state by finishing first in the re.
gional.

Martens, though, gives much of
the credit for the team's success to
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this year's Northwest Suburban League cham-

veteran boys coach Dave Westover,

Also to be saluted is first-year
coacht Tom Truesdale, who guided
Plymouth Salem to its first-ever
state meet berth; and Redford Un-
ion's Jim Millen, whose team placed
second in the regional.
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