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Steven Stamps of Rochester peers through a microscope at bits
of “moon rock” in Oakland University’s Space and Avlalion Cen-

ou space center
becomes model
across nation

Based on the success of an Oakland
Universlty program, the Natlonal Aer-
opautics and Space Administration
(NASA) Is setting up space cducatlon
centers around the country.

More than 3,000 children and hun-
dreds of adults have visited the OU
Space and Aviation Center, which was
utab]bhed as a model project 18
months g

“It's kindlcd much more enthusiasm
in schools for sclence¥ sald David
Housel, OU assistant educatlon profes-
sor and head of the center.,

“We've been trylng to do that for a
while and finally hit on something that

. works.”

ALTHOUGH OU'S center Is the only

¢ one In Michlgan, NASA has opencd up
new centers In the Muscum of Seience
and Industry In Chleago, in

groups, school classes and just drop
ns.

“Unlversity students are captivated
by the center,” observed Laura Snider
Feldmesser, who Is tn charge of its dal-
1y operation.
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“And we got a few pace buffs
in. It's fun to meet them.”

Housel sald the center has helped ed-
ucate people about space misafons ané
NASA. The professor said most see the
agency as a bullder of rockets when ac
tually NASA conducts extensive re
search on the occans, energy use, ane
other areas as well as space cxplora
tion.

The favorlte toples of the chlldre
are the shuttle misslons, the moa:
rocks and lerning how to fly.

STILL BUILDING Its collection, th

ccnu.-r is Iooldnx for contributlons fron

ught are

. and at the University of Wisconsin.

NASA hopes to cvcnlunlly have 200

* centers across the United States.

Based In O'Dowd Hall's Intructional
Materials Center, OU’s Space and Avia-
tion Center contains samples of moon
rock, mare than 3,000 slides, more than
200 videotapes of space m!ulons, and
30 ncw 16mm films that can be taken
out on loan.

Also In the center are several hun-
dred books on NASA programa. New
this year are documentaries captioned
for the hearlng Impaired.

Requests for videotapes of NASA
misatons have come from as far away
s the Upper Penlnsula.

USED MOSTLY by cducators, the
Space and Aviation Center is open to
the public. Visltors Include Scout

oi old technlcal mngnﬂnu with arth
cles on avlatlon.

“We're Interested in anything on avi-
atlon, astronomy, energy research,
space or futurism — the future uses of
technology,” satd Housel,

Unlike other NASA projects, the OU
Space and Aviatlon Center has a collec-
tlon of children's llterature about
space. All the latest books are Included.

“It’s a super way for teachers to find
out what's available,” Housel ex-
plained.

House), who offers rocketry and
space workshopa for arca teachers and
chlldren, would like to scc more people
make use of the OU facllity.

The OU Aviation and Sparc Center is
open from & am. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, 8 a.m. to § p.m. Fri-
day, and 1.5 p.m. Saturday.
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