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Our economy
_County execs’ message:
, ‘Open for business’

on**'s EDITORIAL page is de-
voted In large part to county
government’s role in cconomle
redevelopment — a role that de-
serves everyone's recognition.
«We invited Executives Daniel T, Mur-
phy of Oakland County and William Lucas
of Wayne County to write about (heir ef-
forts to keep current business and attract
new investment. Not surprisingly, these
two very different men with different
backgrounds write about the same prob-
lems, the same solutlons, even the same
- events. It's heartwarming.
Their guest columns contain several of
the same messages.

NO LONGER Is county government the
musty preserve of the courthouse and its
recordkeepers. Once considered & throw-
back to the medieval era, counties are
emerging as a positive force for change.

In part, this is due to the wisdom of vot-
.ers in adopting a county executive form of

government (Oakland) and a home-rule
.charter with exccutive (Wayne). Not all
the good that has happened is due entirely
to the executives, despite anyone’s boasts.
But there can be no question that an exec-
utive can lead a county in setting goals
and focusing resources to achieve them.

is wel in politan
Detroit, they emphasize. No longer does
the “hate-the-boss” mentality of the
1930s set the tone of local government. No
longer |3 “corporation” a dirty word,

Government and most cilizens realize
that federal government stimulation of
;consumer demand s insuflicient to stir a
‘region {rom the economic doldrums. Sup-
ply-side economics — the positive woolng

of investors — 13 offlcial policy today in
Oakland and Wayne counties.

BOTH EXECUTIVES recognize that
we are in an Interstate and even interna-
tional marketplace. Our region is being

challenged by other states and other na-
tlons. We are in the Big Time.

Murphy and Lucas have attitudes of re-
spect and cooperatlon toward nelghboring
entlties. Hurrah and three cheers for that!
They tell us in so many words that county
A 1sn't out to steal business from county B
or communtty C. It's all right, they tell us,
1f a neighbering entity gets a new indus-
trial plant and our entity doesn’t — just as
long as the plant doesn't land in another
state.

Without hurilng anyone’s feelings, they
imply that local government doesn't al-
ways have the resources or expertise to go
1t alone in economic development. So they
stress that county government Is willing
to lend a hand to local efforts. There are

some programs (o teach business people |

how to be better managers and financlers.
‘There are other programs to teach poten-
tial workers new skills.

IT IS SAFE, at last, to declare this re-
glon's old anti-buslness cllmate dead.

Our region learned the harsh lessons
that we could not remaln prosperous

. through 1) dependence on heavy manufac-

turing and 2} of manu-

facturers with union demands, govern-
mental regulations and just plain dis-*
respect. Indeed, those attitudes helped
throw us into a profound economic de-
cline. We have learned from adversity to
appreciate all honest paychecks.

By becomlng a reglon that could host a
national political convention, a Super
Bow) and a World Series, we absorbed the
attitude that mass hospitality, by every
man, woman and child, can bring long-
term benefils.

County governments are capitalizing on
their new executive tools and the public’s
new attitudes to resurrect our economy.
It's good news, and we delight In reporting
it.

This newspaper
plays a vital role

I THINK the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers play an important tole in
your life, and I want to tell you why.

Week in and week out, you can expect
— and you have a right to expect — that
this newspaper will tell you about things
golng on right around you,

Our credibility is high, mostly because
the events and people we write about are
events and people with which, and wilth
whom, you are likely to have personal in-
volvement and contact.

The places we write about you likely
have vislted, seen or passed by.

Qur reporters, editors and photogra-
phers spend thelr workaday week
‘crisserossing your community. You may
‘be involved in one, two or several activl-
.ties. Our staff must be aware of and un-
derstand all facets of your community.
:There is no pretense to rival the expertise
anyone may develop In his special field of
interest, but our staffers do a pretty good
Job of relaying that expertise to you.

WE DON'T SHY away from controver-
sy, nor do we seek it.

. This newspaper is not filled with grief.
‘That is not because grief is nowhere to be
found in your community. Rather, il's be-
cause the overwhelming percentage of
happenings are good and decent in char-
acter.

It Is not our business to bring you regu-
‘lar accounts of tragedy and mayhem from
‘distant corners of the world. We don't

.disparage those who do, but that isn't our
_buslness.

Our business is to tell you what's hap-
-pening where you llve, Sometimes we do it

~well, we're pp

‘cause we'd like to have done it better.

. YOUR INTERESTS fall into several
general categories,

You are in many respects a soclo-polit-
ical being. You have a need for informa-
-tion that feeds your needs as citizen and
social being. You want to know about the
:government you pay to provide baslc ser-
ces, You care about your safety, and you
ant to know if danger Is present, If it is,
you want to know what you can do about
it

‘This newspaper is your most authorita-
* tive gource for such information. Your in-

N Reddy
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What helps one helps all

8y Danlel T. Murphy
Qakland County executive

® Chrysler Corp. plans to move thou-
sands of employees to a new tech center.

WE IN Oakland County are being rec-
ognized in Internatlonal tnarkets as a
boom area, a place which boasts a high
quality of life and offers a buslness cli-
mate attractive to highly technical indus-
tries.

Certalnly we struggle with the image
problem of our central T~
city. But more and more
during my travels and
from listening to mem-
bers of my Economic
Development Group
staff, I learn that we can
offer what the people
want. Murphy

Although our Eccuomic Development
Group staff has been in place only five
short months, they have made tremendous
strides. Example; the Oakland Technology
Park, the group’s first major project.

In a close working relationship with
Oakland Universlty, Oakland Community
College, local officials and private de-
velopers, we've been able to designate a

terest in this Information may not be keen
week In and week oul. But you know il is
reassuring that our staffers are present,
delving into your community, keeping
themselves up to date on what's going on,

You also are a consumer of goods and
services. And you want lots of informatlon
in this area,

You are willing to travel some distance
in a comfortable car to eat and entertain
yourself, So while you are interested in
reports of potential danger only if it is
close and imminent, and of government If
it is ltkely to affect you, you are willlng
for us fo include news about entertain-
ment which may be some distance from
your home.

So we mlx “local-local” with “extended
local.” By and large, you seem to ltke it.

THIS INFORMATION comes in two
forms: One is news or editorial; the other
is paid advertising.

-1f we do a good job serving your needs
editorially, then operalors of husinesses
and services are willing to pay for an op-
portunity to reach you and serve you.

This is how we earn most of our reve-
nue. In a real sense, our advertising pa-
trons — which includes you, when you use
our powerful classified advertisements —

- make it possible for us to serve you as a
resident,

I think that is important, I think you

highly d area with close proximity
to freeways that is perfect for a campus-
ltke high-tech office center. So far:

; ® Comerica has bulit a beautiful build-

ng.
@ Electronics Data Systems (EDS) is
bulldlng.

Target: foreign investors

By Willlam Lucas
Wayne County executive

1 PREDICT solid economic progress for
Wayne County and the entire metro De-
troit area in 1985 due to a number of ag-
gressive steps being taken to stimulate
economlc development,

Wayne County has very attractive re-
sources, with great po- - - - arcg.
tential for economic * .
growth, not the least of =1
which is a highly skilled ¢ .4
and motlvated work [
force. .

1 have been with Oak- S3(8
land County Executive
Daniel Murphy, Detroit Lucas
Mayor Coleman* Young and Macomb
County Board Chairman Patrick Johnson
to develop, among ol'hcr. lhlpgs, a logleal

should, too. You get many g

messages at your house, But only those’

you get in this newspaper make it possible
for us to serve you in a way no other me-
dium does, week In and week out,

We are distinctive, and I want you to
appreciate that. Indeed, we are the most
comprehensive and authoritative source
of local Information you have,

Reddy is editorial vice president of
Suburban Communications Corp.

and p plai
for the entire reglon. r’

One major goal is to attract investment
{rom overseas, particularly the Far East.
Such Investments our

® Schostack Brothers is bulldlng a
large office center.

® GMF Robotles has selected a slte.

In Southfield, meanwhile, Nippondenso
Co., a leading Japanese automotive com-
poncit manufacturer, plans to bulld a $25

BUT OUR FOCUS is on firms already
located here. About 75 percent of our ef-
forts are concentrated on retalning local
firms and helping them expand; 25 per-
cent of our efforts are to atlract new bust-
ness,

During the past five months, 2,600 jobs
were created as 2 result of our economle

milllon research and Js center.
In Troy, Amerltech Publishing has located
its 200-person headquarters. Hundreds of
spinoff jobs will be created hecause of
this influx.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT must
extend beyond Oakland County boundaries
into our neighbors’ yards. What is good for
southeast Michlgan Is good for Oakland.

We do not compete with our neighbors,
but rather work together so these firms
stay in the area and ‘don’t move to other
states.

About six months ago, I began having
regular mectings with Wayne County Ex-
ccutive William Lucas and Chatrman Pa-
trick Johnson of the Macomb County
Board of Commissloners, We discussed is-
sues which affect all of us.

Recently we sponsored a dinner honor-
ing forelgn firms which do business in
metropolitan Detrolt. Soon Johnson will
host a seminar to help small- and medl-
um-sized local businesses develop export
markets.

development inltiatives include applylng
for a community growth ailiance (CGA)
deslgnation for all of Wayne County ex-
clusive of Detroit and the Downriver
communitles,
Three CGA components are; 1) area de-
)| including financlal p
and r 2} a
Small Business Assistance Center, with
direct management assistance; and 3) a
government procurement asslstance pro-

gram.
Wayne County’s Overall Economic De-
] Plan (OEDP, d unttl
an executlve branch was established in
19883, when the county's proposal finally
qualified, Monitored by a 35-member
board, 1985's OEDP wlll be updated to as.
sure the procurement of federal funds,

Wayne County’s Economic Develpo-
ment Corporation {EDC) will continue to
increase its range of financial and techni.
cal assistance programs to businesses
secking to expand, relocate or remain
here. Commitled to working more coo-
peratively with local officlals and county

efforts.

Many of our buslnesses are being wooed
by other states, We want to identify those
industries and concentrate on getting
them to stay and expand here.

Our new business development repre-
sentative can work In the field to provide
business and financlal assistance to local
firms. We also hired an entrepreneurial
specialist to assist start-up and growth-
stage ventures.

Qur Economic Development Group Is
off and running.

But every day [ heat of another person
who doesn’t know we exist or what we do.

If you need help with your business or
Just want to know about the future devel-
opment potential of a certain area, give
the Economic Development Group a call.
Our assistance extends to all parts of the
county, from helplng peaple revamp old,
outdated factories or stores to assisting
them in getting a sewer line in a rural
area.

‘We want your business.

thus, Mazda suppllers wltl be speclfically
targeted.

Crlme preventlon wockshops for small
businesses, for which we have had many
requests, are alse in the planning stages.

Our Private Industry Councit (PIC) con-
tinues to develop innovative training pro-
grams for unemployed workers, utilizlng
cable television as an Information source.
PIC relies heavily on business input In
these targeted training programs,

FINALLY, THE county is In the pro-
cess of applying for the federal Economic
Development Administratlon’s revolving
loan fund for small buslnesses.

We have aiready received preliminary
approval for $600,000 to $1 mitton worth
of assistance. The local match for this
loan fund comes from Community Deve!-
opment Block Grant money.

We will also continue our important en-
deavor to advertise this region's attrac-
tiveness to foreign investors and welcome
the interest they have shown. Last No-
vember the three county leaders hosted an
dinner for forelgn jnvestors

and produce jobs. On our next foreign
trade mission to Japan, we will be calling
dlrectly on Mazda suppliers, encouraging
them to'locate subsidiaries In our arez,
nearer to the new Flat Rock Mazda plant.

BEYOND THAT, our ma)or.economic

gov , EDC will and ex-
pand its most successful initiatives.

The EDC's auto suppllers assistance
program aims at asslsting area auto sup-
pliers adjust to changes in the auto indus-
try. 1 am particularly interested in
achieving a smooth Mazda introduction;

~— 200 {irms in the tri-county area.

With careful planning, an eye to diver.
sification, realistic governmental assist-
ance and positive relations to forelgn and
domestic Investors, 1 look forward to
ﬂ-g;l economic progress and prosperity in



