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Goldle Hawn finds hersel! in some unlikely circum-
stances in ‘Protocol.” Top: an emir is enamored of Gol-
dle."Conter: Limo's passengsrs meot a loggy Goldie.
Above: Goldle walks a long way for a camel.

. the movies
@ + Dan
‘! Greenberg

Politicians, media
are Goldie’s targets
in satiric ‘Protocol’

“Protoco)” takes aim at the modia, pollticians and everybody's
funny bone. It successfully scores a number of bullseyes.

Picture, if you will, Sunny Davls (Goldie Hawn), a cocktail walt-
ress at Lon's (Kenneth Mars) sleazy Safari Club. The glrls wear
cutlandish costumes while serving. The emu sult Is the worst and It
falls to the gal who comes late to work. That's usually Sunny,
whose broken-down old car Is far from reliable.

But Sunny Is a salt-of-the-carth, straight-shooting, honest gal
wlth loya! friends, including the two guys she’s llving, not loving,
wlth and her co-workers at the Safari Club.

In a humorous eoincldence, Sunny saves a Middle-East emir
(Richard Romanus) from an assassin’s bullet, which lodges in Sun-
ny's derriere. Sunny and her derricre become the objects of a great
deal of attentlon.

WOULDN'T YOU know lt: the U.S. Government wants to bulld a
military base on the emlir's real estate, the emlr develops a roman-
tle Interest in Sunny, whose new-found celebrity the medla ex-
ploits, while the politiclans scurry around looking for the edge to
turn a deal. The emir's ribald holy-man, Nawaf Al Kabeer (Andre
Gregory), helps out and the merry chase s on.

All these [olks, kind and gentle or otherwise, come In for a great
tibbing at the hands of scenarist Buck Henry ("The Owl and the
Pussycat,” “The Graduate” and “What'a Up, Doc?").

Under the tght direction of Herbert Ross, whose credlts since
“Funny Girl” are truly too numcrous to mention, Hawn glves a
very funny rendition of the gal who can't say no — to the truth.

A host of fine characterizations makes “Protocol” work well.
The erew from the State Department’s Protocol Offlce — whose
Job It i3 to convince Sunny to be nice to the emir — is led by Mrs.
St John (Gall Strickland), who plays it as prim and proper and
uptight as posslble. When, in Sunny’s words, Mrs. St. Joba . . .
gets busted in o bar brawl,” the contrast of character and situatlon
coulan’t by more comle.

‘fhere’s an interesting satirlc overtone, also a bt confuslng,
which hints at a resemblance between Mrs. St. John and Nancy
Reagan. One point in particular evoked some of the potltical barbs
at the Presldent and his age/bearing problems. “He's probably
asleep anyway,” notes onc of Mrs. St. John's assistants, ‘whose
manusvering scemed to be at a more significant level than one
might expect of the Pratocol Oiflce.

were 50 d as the

MRS, ST. JOHN'S assl!

) less, faceless and Alng bureaucrats whose
only mission In life i political success {whatever that means) that
they shall remain nameless here,

The major barbs in “Protoco),” however, are reserved for the
y medla and the ways in which It, partleularly television, exploits
‘ celebrity and the vicwers' passica for the latest, moat seasational
images.

M?zny bave justly criticlzed the medin for “creating” personall-
ties and cvents by overfocusing on minor incldeats. °A snowflake
was reported hovering over 1-698 this momning. Here's & report
{rom our weather helicopter on the scene.”

Throughout “Protocol” the media's explojtation of personality is
neally satirized. To the film's credit, the salire goes beyond the
vather easy jokes about news reporting and deals with the struc.
ture of broadeast journalism and the format of print media,

Naturally, a succeasful comedy must have love. That element is
introduced by the State Department's Middle East Desk chief, Ml-
chael Ransome {Chris Sarandon), who quletly plays out the role of
a dlvorced, career diplomat affected by Sunny's stralghtforward
honesty beneath her tacky exterlor, It turns out that her.emrlnrh
only tacky amidst the phony slickness of Washington's political -+
scene, That has an tmpact on Ransome.

THE, FILM should end with Sunny’s statement to the Senate
Investigating Commlttec. It is a statement that nleely sums up the
better aspects of American democracy and baa the ring of Jimmy
Stewart in “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.” But, as with any good
thing, “Protocol” plays the string out too far and the flnal sequence
is gratuitous.

‘Painting Churches’ is a treasure -

Tina Howe's “Painting Churches”

must shout “Yoohoo" to bring bis braln

T ays,
with two shows Sundays, through
Jan, 27 at the Birmingham Theatre.
For ticket information call 644-3533.

* Marlan Seldes’ dynamlc perf
ance as Fanny Is the heartbeat of the
Blrmingham Theatre's production of
Tina Howe's tender,
play "Palnting Churches.

‘The drama revolves around Gardner
Chureh, a brilllant Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning poet, who grows senlle, and his
wife, Fanny, and daughter, Mags, who
must cope with the dolor of aglng.

Fanny lives In reality and
with hyperactive cheerfulness. She's
funny, acerbic and utterly human.
Seldes generates splendid enéegy as
Gardner’s eccentric Bostonlan wife, It
is she who sees the pitiful bilarjty In
thelr situation, whe remembers the
grandeur and passion of thelr lives and

to focus on present reality,

mGlrdncr isa an;n ﬂgznn-
ty, yet Donald Symingion’s

trayal of him tains the' u:enpgrl

orm-  apile lapses into vagueness and child-

like dependence, *

The play takes place amid the chacs
of cartons and clulter a3 Gardners
pack to move from thelr Boston family
home to smailer, 1 ve quare
ters on Cape Cod. Their artist dln;:tcr,
Mags, comea to belp pack and to do
what ahe's always wanted to do, paint
thelr portraits,

Kristin Griffin as the daughter has a
1ife of her own in New York and knows
her pareots 21 she thinks they are,
which 1s the way they were when sho
was younger, She shows up once a year
for a visit. On (his visit ahe notices with
s¢rprise that her father’s halr has gone
grey.

pithy and funny
foyn

carries on

who refuses out of love and pride to

give up and let everything fall apart. ‘WHERE

GARDNER CHURCH (2 an elegant,
silver-halred poet laureate who recltes
snlppets of pocms with Impassioned en-
thusiasm
dlstraction. .

He drops his coat in the middle of the
floor llka a school boy and “loses™ the
ice cubes In the kltchen until his wife

HAVE YQOU been!” her
mother demands, Mags Lries not to no-
tice his creeping senllity, but®her
mother won't let her ignore it.

Fanny must, as always, anchor her
artistic husband and daughter to reall-
ty. She demends of her daughter, “What
can you give him from yoursel! that
costs you something?”

Dlrector Andre Ernotte and author

untll his mind tralls off into

Cathle
Breldenbach )

Howa wisely refrain from "

Ity. “Painting Churches” Is a moving,

fonny play with delightful visual wit,

" whe? ‘l:‘my andl Gardoeg strike
of eces —

p as up o's
“Pleta” or standing'alde by side with
dour faces and a salad fork mimlicking
Grant Wood's “American Gothle.'

It is a play rich In language as
Gardner rolls out stanzas from Yeats,
thke, Dickinson and Grey —
eloquent words about endings. Even the
family pmlu‘:r:zwh Grey's "Elegy
in a Country Chi yard.”

The dlrector occasionally overdoes
some of the humorous siluations &s
whan Gardner traits through the room
dropplng pages of his manuscript like a
dared Hansel dropplng breadcrumbs;
nevertbeless the bumor works.

lut flower
and

urches
and original people that they
at all contrived but supremely real.

ty?
It is the question the play addressesy
with sensitivity and o
And the comic lrony is at momenta  “Paintlng Churches” can joln *On Gold- 1,

hilarious as when Fanny sits wearing
nothing more than her sllp and a scar-

of theal
speaks with honesty about growing

—

what’s at the movies

AMADEUS (PG). Superb rendition of Mozari's llfe

BEVERLY HILLS COP (R). Eddie Murphy la funny

BREAKIN' 2 (PG). The TKO crew from “Breakin™

BROTHER FROM ANOTHER

with Tom Hulce and F. Murray Abraham. Di-
rected by Miles Forman,

summer, with Matt Dl
Jessica Walter. .

but Detroit comes off second best In this
w

cop tribesman discovers Coki

docs it again,

PLANET (Unrated
bot probably PG-13). Humoroua and clever, as
black extraterrestrial slave escapes and lands In
Harlem. Marred by murky conclusion.

CITY HEAT (PG). Clint Eastwood and Burt Rey-

nolds comblne forces as a cop and private eyc in
this free-wheellng film set in 1933 Kansas City,

THE COTTON CLUB (R). Splashy but disappoint-

DUNE (PG-13). Cast of thousands in epic flick
based

FLAMINGO KID (PG-13). High school graduate’s

ing eplc about Harlem nightclub during Prohibl-
ton. Richard Gere, Diane Lane, Gregory Hines
and good supporting cast. Directed by Francis
Ford Coppola.

attention, with Chris

RUNAWAY (PG-13). Actlon pic set In near-future
with dedicated cop and
‘Tom Selleck and Cynthia

on Frank Herbert's scl-fl classic, Okay but
dlsappointing.

SWANN IN LOVE (R). Jeremy ILrons and Alain De-

lons atar In the screen

summer vacation before college. A very busy
Crenna at

THE GODS MUST BE CRAZY
a magle tallsman. Comedy from South Africa.

JONNNY DANGEROUSLY (PG-13). Honest John
Kelly jolns the underworld and becom:
Dangeroualy, With Michael Keaton, Joe Piscopo,
Maureen Stapleton and Dom DeLulse.

MICRI AND MAUDE (PQ-13}. Dudley Moore winds
up in trouble with Amy Irving and Ann Relnk-
ing. Directed by Blake Edwards,

PINOCCHIO (G). Disney's animated feature about
;owooden puppet who dreams of becoming & real
Y.

PROTOCOL (PG-13), Goldle Hawn as Washington,
(all waitress who gaina international

“Remembrance of Things Past” directed by

on, Richard od  Volker Schlondrol, “
M%IE RATING GUIDE 4
audiences. a & .

RAZY (PO} Nomadle 5 ‘Parennal guidance suggestod. Some material

may not be sultable for pre-teenagers.

PG-13 Parents are strozgly cautlosed to give
special guidance for attendance of chlldren under

13. S8ome material may be insppropriate for

young children. e

R Restricted. Under 18 requlres secompany-
ing parent or guarulen,

X Noone gpder 18 admitted,

e5 Johnny

Sanders Travel Presents
Complete Package

583900

or. per person
March 2-10
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i w omon, Coffee Shop
R
28341 Orchard L. Ad. .
nthe s Mews s Now.Open for Dinner
Farmington Hills . 5
553-2898 Offering the quality you expect from the
SHOGUN ORIENTAL Kipgsley. w_ilh quick service and Coffee Shop
HEArLI:{ s::d prices.
23100 Telegraph Re. Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 6 am. to 10:30 p.m.
';ga:'-,';l"s Sat. & Sun. 6 am. to 2p.m,
Waonday-Seturday 192 AR, L ELOOMILD LS. o ok sa00

SKI HOLIDAYS
Dapartures from Toronto
LAPLAGNE, rronco  rwoorrons D9 e
INNSBRUCK, austrs  1weoron’ @ B 7w

' 762
ST. MORITZ, 8witzerland 1 Week trom us.
FOR COMPLETE DETAILS AND SPECIAL INCLUSIONS ON 8XI

HOLIDAYS TO EUROPE, CONTACT YOUR SIMPSONS
CONBULTANT. ' TRAVEL

Simpsons Travel Is focated on Main Floor, adjacent to
8ports Department.

are sub
_ouY:m‘ 'nsyﬂ
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Simpsons Travel

The travel people for people who travel.

(519) 969-8041

WINDSOR S gmlgm

Save from ‘200 = 1000 -
CARNIVAL CRUISE SALE

The Tropicals Feb.24 *E183.p.p.
8cablns : Includes

The Festivals March 2 *1 133;&.1).
8 cabins Includen

| FREE enroliment in or elita Ceplaing Table

Cridsa Clubon all 1984-85 Crukse bookings.

SANDERS TRAVEL CONSULTANTS
Trared Soraic )

28230 Orchaed Lake Rd. » Farmington Hills
For Raservations .

cal 855-2620 415767
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y 3313 AUBURN ROAD
b Betwecn Adams & Opdyke Rds.
852-3410

SFoatea Fnr -

Featurlag Potite FROG LEGS 7,91 per person
Monday & Tuesday nights
Complete dinner - All you can eatl

Early Blrds! Spocial Menu 3-8 p.m. '4.96 to 7.56

Beautiful faclitles for Wedding Receptlons, Bridal
Showars, Bar Mitzvahs, Bat Mitzvahs and every other

Important occasion.

A 9 ings and Seminarsfrom 510 500.
Banquet office open week nights and weekends for your
convenlence, .

Kingsley Inn
WOODWARD AT LONG-LAKE ROAD
BLOOMFIELD ‘HILLS e £44-1300



