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e1atf wrllor
O REBUILD an entire house
is 2 home remodeler's
dream,

It could also be a night-
mare If things don't work out as
planned.

Bullder Thomas Valeate of Farm-
Ington HIlls recently got the chance to
rebulld a home belonging 10 Ed and
Donna Forry in Livonia's Roscdale
Gardens area.

While the project offered its share
of worrles, Valente and the Forrys
are very pleased wlth the result.

“There were a lot of unusual an-
gle3, a lot of unusual stress points,”
Valente sald, "It's a hell of a chal-
tenge, but it’s come out real nlee.”

“The nlcest thing about thls job Is
that Tom has made our dresm come
true," Danna Forry said, “and I hope
we have made a friend for life.”

VALENTE started by tearlng the
roof off the Forry's one-story, two-
bedroom ranch house to create an up-
stalry. He then extended the new roof
Into the back yard to cover both the
Rarage and a large portlon of the
yard,

That formed the house's most spec-
tacular feature — a giant great room.

Six hundred square fect In area, the
roem peaks with a 20-foot high cathe-
dral ceillng, a slightly raised plat-
form that will serve as a famlly
room, and a 15-foot door wall over-
looking the back yard.

"We wanted a family room with a
cathedral eeiilng, but T don’t think we

| Farmington Hills builder Thomas Valente took on 2dded a giant family room (above loft) with a 20- tured above Is
-{quite a project whon ho agreed o rebulld a home foot-high cathedral coiling and put
:| belonging to Ed and Donna Forry of Livenia, Valonte and a

‘Peaking’ interest

planned to go this high,” Forvy sald
with a laugh,

“My hushand's looklng forward to
next Christmas because he wants to
put a huge tree in here.”

The blg room has four sky windows
in (ts sloped celling, flve pancled
beams that will be lluminated with
insct lighting across the top of the
celling, and trapezold and triangular
windows above the door wall.

The room aise contalns the walls
and flat roof of the garage, the top of
which will become a loft within the
“great room." .

The arca between the family room
and the kitchen, which Ls in the orlgl-
nal sectlon of the house, will become
an cating arca. The kitchen also s
being remodeled,

THE FINAL touch will be a field-
stone fircplace in the family room
area.

The upstalrs area has become one
glant master bedroom, with a bath.
room and a separate vanity room. An-
other room will become a storage
area, although It could easily scrve as
4 fourth bedroom.

The project ls several months away
from completion, but already has
drawn conslderable comment from
neighbors and passersby, Valente
said,

“It's going to be the Taj Mazhnad
when it's done," he sald.

‘The Forrys are part of a growing
trend among homeowners to remodel
w};zt they have rather than move, he
said.

The Forrys have lived In thelr
home for 13 years, but in recent years
they wanted more room for them.

selves and son Chris, a student at
Livonla Franklin High Sehool.

They owned some property In Sa-
icm Township that they were consid-
cring bulluing on, Donna Forry said.
But mom and son talked dad out of
that atep,

“Chris and I wanted to stay In Livo-
nla, so Eddic lost out on that,” Donna
Forry sald. “Our son I ln high school,
and he dldn't want to leave, and I
didn’t want to leave the nelghbor-
hood.”

THEY HIRED Valeate, who had
bullt an additlon for a friend of theirs,
to do the remodeling job,

Valente has been in the remodeling
business for 13 years, flve years on
his own, He has constructed additlons,

kitchens and ,
and refinished basements.

But he had ncver done anything
qulte Ilke the Forry project before.

“This 13 like one of a kind,” he sald.
“Most people don't go through with
this extent of remodeling.

“This was really the first tlme I
was able to do this much of a house. It
was a real good learnlng experfence.
A lot of things somebody can't teach
you. You just have todo It.”

A YEAR AGO Valente mct with
the Forrys to discuss what could and
could not be done, After the plannlng
was done, they took thelr |dcas to an
archlteet, who put them down 1n blue
and white,

Last September Valente started to
tip the house apart to put it back to-
gether with a new look,

Valente and bls subcontractors had
to do thelr work while the famlly was

=till llving there, a potentinlly touchy
situation. But the bullder got along
very well with his clients, who were
receptive to his auggestions and pa-
tient during any delays or problems
that came up.

In fact, the 8 and Valente have be-
come closs friends. He even folned
famlly paloting party in the master
bedroom on his own time,

“One thing I got out of this (s anoth-
er famlly,” Valente sald.

After working so closely together on the remod-
cling project, Vatente (right) and the Forrys — though they are all one big happy tamlly.

Rebuilt house reaches new heights in style,

The project provided plenty of

headaches, kowever, He bad to make

sure the house's old walls would sup-

port Its new superstructure. The

plumbing, wiring and heating hed to

be changed to accommodate the im-
rovements,

0 a job llko this, there are a Jot of
things you can't sce,” he said, “You
don't know what's behind the walls
before you open them up.”

THE HOME'S exterior also un-

the exterior of the family-room lrei;
a sacond story with tzapezoid windows and a 15-foot door wall,
now roof on the ranch-style house (left). Plc-

Chris, Donna and Ed — say

ART EMAHUELE/stalt photoprapher

comfort

derwent extensive renovatlon.
Valente gave a Tudor look to the up-
a

, put In new
and a new front door, and hejghtened
the chimoey using bricka that
r?:llcbed the original as much as pos.
slbte,

“The thing we're trylng to do Is
make it look like It's  always been
there,” Valente sald of the added
work.
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Doctor laments teens’ lack of sexual knowledge

By Loralne McClish
stalf writar

HERE WERE AN estimated

1.2 miltion abortions per-

formed every year llegally

before 197, And there are

1.2 milllon abortlons 8 place eve-

Ty vear since Lhe law was changed to

make abortion legal in the first trimes-
ter of pregnancy.

“And there arc the same number of
nervous wreeks coming into my offlce
every month,” said Dr. Michael Roth,
an obstriclan and gynecologist with of+
flces In Farmington Hllls and Detroit.

“Nothing bas changed. The teens are
still as Ignorant as they ever were.
They are Ignorant about their bodjes,
ignorant about birth control, and Lhey
are not even knowledgeable about their
rights under the law.”

ROTH BELIEVES it Is important

1y on in the tnitial visit.

He has stopped belng surprised “at
the lack of knowledge these girls have
about their bodles, for no malter what
reason they are here.”

As to rights under the law, he en-
counters a slmilar {gnorance.

“They have never been told that If I
told these glrls' parents’ anything they
told me In confidence, I would bo
breaking the law or that I can glva
them birth control piils without thelr
parents’ consent,

“And, apparantly, they've never been
told that they can walk Iato any
Planned Parenthood Cline for free.”

WHEN ROTH set up practice 10
yeara ago, he wanted to save the world,
be said.”

e
He set out to do this by contacting a
half-dozen school systems, requesting
time to talk with 10th-to-12th grada
students. What he got In retury, he sald,
“irns 8 half-dozen half-assed-back

for all women to have a
examination &s soon as menstruation
beging, A regular practice of hia is to
glve bis client a talk, along with visual
alds, -bonlt how the body functions ear-

responscs.”

The school representatives be spoke
with about classes, lectures,
or talks suggested a variety of formats,

P P L .

but all insisted the parents be present.

“One of them suggested I give an
adult edueation class for parents and If
they chose, they could bring their teens
with them,

“THAT WOULDNT work. It doesn’t
work because it's been tried before and
beeause your audlence is made uj
parents who are already open about
sex with thelr kids,

“Because I wanted to talk about sex
to young tcens, I was being accused of
advocating sex among the teens.

“So the stendy stream of the young
and the anxious are stll pouring into
the abortion clinics and getting preg-
nant out of Ignorance. It ts not golng to
change until we reach those kids with
some correct Informatlon, talk to them
on their level”

ABOUT 18 months ago, Roth estab-
lished a program called Women's Re-
source Center, In bis offices at 32905 12
Mile Road. The program has caused
him another bit of frustratlon. A mix-
up in the Yellow Pages placed hia ad-
vertisement In’ three {elephone books,

none of them reaching his bometown.

"“The program is golng along OK, but
the partlal refund I got doesn’t make
up for the fact that I'm not getting to
the ki arca.”

‘The three main factors Women's Re.
source Center concerns jiself with aro
birth control, tubal ligation (steriliza.
tlon for women) and PMS (Premenstral
Syndrome).

“PMS IS sometimes known as that.
time-of-the-month-again and i3 the

ROTH QUOTED statisties that show
that two-thirds of the 1.2 milllon wom-
en who will have abortions this year
will be mlddle-to-upper-class whites.

“The repeaters, those who have two
and three abortions, are in exactly the
same ratlo to the middle-to-upper
classes =8 they are to the

ing abortion is only for the indigent
blacks.”

Is one of the few atates that

Ieading cause for
ty In women, 50 a tremendous amount

particularly large
amount about It last year when a wom-
en in England was acquitted of murder
bolf;nuu;c ahe \:hn affected with PM.“L"

can show up as anything from
headaches to welght gain to mood
awings.

“Ido a lol of counsellng oa this, belp-
ing women (o understand what it Is and
the reason for it, helping them under-
stand they are not going craxy. And I
do a lot of readlng on |t. New Literature
is continuously showing up.”

:

pays for abortion through Med!icald;.,

and Hoth expects that Is not golng to
laat long.

“THERE I8 a strong mavement to
disallow this. I think before too long
there are golng to bo enough votes to
overide the vetoes (by the governor),

“Part of it la dollars and ceats. Part
of this is pressure to bear from the
Right-to-Lifers.

“If this ls ever dropped, massive
amounts of education are golng to be
more Important than ever.”
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