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- " "By Tim Richard

staft wrltor

Paul Robertson Jr,, president of the
2nd of R ks thers

Soclal sclentists te])

them one thing,
Buyers and suburban :

governments tell

« them another,

m{‘l:]uuhhglden feel they're In the
{3 e necessary effort to re-
duce the sizes of single-family houses
and Jots.

"Out west where land ly 8o ex; 0-
slve, It has been done,” sald b\lllp:cr
Robert 2. Halperin of Unlon Lake. “So-
clologists have been talking about It,
?g the public hasn't been demanding

LIKE AUTO masulacturers, the
Bullders Assoclation of Southeastern
Michigan has been 1) sulfering from a
depression since 1980, 2) secing an up-
turn in 1984 that will continue into 1935
and 3) trying to bulld its product
smaller and better In gquality,

But whercas the auto Industry has
received  official encouragement to
bulld subcompacts, there Ly oo auch en-
couragement to buliders to produce the
$800-square-foot house for a young fam.
ity that is increasingly headed by o sin.
gle parent,

3,900 at G

Co. in Bloomfield Hills, sald BASM will
coatlnue to hold “task force"

with local officlals to redace ‘“restric.
tive and unreasonable” regulations that
pr:duco ‘0ot better bousing but costli-
er, "

The “Leave It to Beaver” famlly of
the 1950s — a working pareat, a child-
caring parent and severs) kids cone
stituted 83 percent of households in the
post-World War I1 years, ho 2ald. By
1875, such familles wera 38 percent of
the market; In 1985, only 16 percent;
nndLIn 1990 projections, only 14 per-
cen|

“There are more singles, more dl.
vorced men and women; they need
smaller lots, smaller apaces, a more

U fi bome,” Reob

sald.

He sald his own firm ts bullding few-
er 3,500-squarc-foot houses and more
2.300-square-foot houses ‘but no one
Jumps up and down about it. We ellmi-
pate a room 2nd make all the rest larg-
er,” he said.

BUILDERS REPORTED some prog-
ress In thelr efforts to reduce the bur-

M

to keep jobs

An estimated 3,900 General Motors
Job oppartunities could be retatned in
Detrolt over the next several years as
the result of GM plama to continue
butlding cars at its Fieetwood-Clark as-
sembly facllitles, the company sald,

The southwest Detrolt operations
had been expected to cease production
as early as December 1985, after GM's
new Detrolt-Hamtramck “Poletown™
plant beglas production later this year.

GM President F, James McDonald
2ald current GM plans call for the op:
crations to contlnue production
“through the 1989 model year provid-
¢d, of course, that the market sustains

O proddction plans atid tustorner ac: *Bhift

ceplance and dealer orders for our
products remain strong.”

The Fleetwood and Clark operationa
currently employ about 8,500 persons.
Of these, about 4,600 had been
to transfer to the Poletown plant under
2 GM-UAW agreement on transfer
rights, Teaving 3,800 job opportunities
that would have ceased to exist without
the contlnved production operations at
Fleetwood-Clark,

The plants currently produce rear-
wheel-drive Cadlllac Fleetwood Broug-
ham  two-door coupes and four-door
sedans, along with Oldsmoblle 88
sedans and station waj
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~ODDS & ENDS

~ SALE
30%-70% o

FLOOR SAMPLES and ONE-OI:-A-KIND '
Sofa Beds - Boudoir Chairs’

‘All Discontinued

Bedroom Grou

Lamps - Pictures - Accessories .

Wall Units - Curio
Al at 30 %

7 -

Cabinets - Recliners

70% Off!

> Sale Ends Wednesday, Jan. 16

" Telegeaph at 12 Mile
336-2222

HALSTED & GRAND RIVER

2041 Grand River  Dally 9.30.6.00
¥ nf‘llmlnnlan Mon & Thurs 9:30.8 30

(312) 4782033 Oprn Surnza

Mon fThurs /Fy
Tues /Wed. /S

lone

on a {wo-
e YA

Smce 1969

ORCHAAD & 14 MILE CENTER .
30850 Orchard &’ Ay Dady 9 30 5 00
Fatminglon Hitls — Mon & Thurs 9308 30
1313) 6264313 - Opea Sun 12 004 00

den of local governmental

“It's been getting better

Suburbs still buck cimpact h

of Unitadan-
en

agement

sald the 50-foot Iot of 20 or morears
250 is “a rarity today,” whea' i or.
dinances a73- or 100-favide
Iot. (A large lot means a costliewest.
ment in paving, sidewalks and {ties,
hecemultating a larger bouse teptify

unl.
jocal

governments, He added that somnlts
shin-
that
o

ence
paper absorbs ;mm and
rot, i
“It took a long time to getastic
plumbing permlitted,” he added.
Robertson and Irvin H. Ypess,
BASM general counsel, N
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ousing trend |

Ington Hills, Novl and ¢ are
progress. “It's mng
very, very well, and we are pg o
intenslfy our efforts to have a nhing.
1ul dialog,” Yackness sald, ‘!
i R
OTHER PREDICTIONS for(s: H1utphato
® Bui) s will brsued  Now housing starts will be up In 1935, but the the B A of Bouth n Mich|-
for 7,500 units In the savencdy re-  trand to o g will , gto gan.
glon of southeastern Mi; com-
pared to 8,500 In 1984 and}00 In .
1983, That is far beiter than 1,742  glnal plants closed n other states, ownership is stll) allve in metro De- terest rates later In 1985, The upward
In the bottom year of 1982 buell be- ouslog is a reglonal Industry, and trolt, which cootinues to have the high- pressure on materals prices wlil be no
low the 1978 peak of pearly 130, other parts of the country area't dolng  est rate of home ownership In the na-  greater than the consumer price Index,
® The market for multipliapart. _as well, “Houston (a Ute .l d.!'}m; tlon and some of the lowest metropoll-  Bullders haye two:year Inbor contracts
of Wes west metropoll :

“ler” dald ‘Robert‘R. “Jones
Bloomfield.
® Area hot spota will continue to be
northern and western County,
northwestern Wayne and the Sterllng
Helghts area In Macomb.
® Despits reports that a simplified
federal income tax will reduce tax
breaks for homeowners, builders doubt
it will lead to a reported 20 percent re-
ductlon value on large hnmuh. &t least
an. Rob

in Michig;
sald the effact on homesteads would be
short-term, ;t worst, lh::g!: values of
Heights and the expansion Detrojl’s  3econ ouses might be more
Cobgb Hall, Some auto connles are 'd""“,l,("’m'

tngis mag~ ~The

ments and condos), once estfted at
2,000, may rise to the 4,000 ¢,000 in
1085, several bullders sald, |
. @ The popularily of bricHll re-
turn. Brick had been less avible and
affordable on new bousing s0 1978,
Housing quality — particuls Instla-
tion and energy efficlency ' is im-
proving. '

® Metro Detroit’s prosts are
very good for three or four s, with
the stimulus of the Oakland thnology
Park, the downriver Ma plaot,
Chrysler's expansion inBterling

BUY HER A/ORLD FAMOUS PFAFF
Z===2. SEWING MACHINE AT

—=

dreama" -of - home-.. -

SEWING MACHINE ANO VACUUM CENTER
MICHIGAN'S NO. 1 DEALER SINCE 1940
ew  RMINGTON HILLS ROCHESTER
576 Orchard Lake 209 Main St,
626-0655 652-2566

L./

Fm the world of skiing;
fhions that work...
tl new, the exceptional.

R

Now 20% Off

Don Fhomas,
f o&fort aﬁ

. 6600 Teraph at Maple » Birmingham » Phone 626-9500 J

tan housing prices. 'Ai;xfn 1988,

‘which won't ‘explre Il
® There may be some casing of In-

assuring labor peace,

‘There are more singles, more di vorced
men and women; they need smaller
lots, smaller spaces, a more
maintenance-free home,’
= Paul Robertson Jr.
builders’ association president
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FURNITURE
Y WAREHOUSE

DECORATE & SAVE "'\
DISCOUNT LUXUR

FURNITURE
WAREHOUSE

RovaLone " 399-8320

OPEN MON.-SAT. 10-5 « FRIDAY 'TIL 8 P.M,

Michael Landon says:
“Save Now at the
FOXPHOTO/KOLAK

SALE
BUY 3/GET 1 FREE
A = 5.90

MIg. Sugg. Prco: $168.09

What batior way to save thy i ofthe . ansan
than with quatily Kodak Video Cassottas, And now, for a limited
time, solect any throe Kodak Video Cassoltes from our.compiote
stock, and we'll give you a coupon to malt direct to. Kodak, withyour
proofof foratourth e FREE. Sayou
got lour Kodak Video Casseftes for the price of throo. Avallabla at
all Fox Photo Walk-Ins and One Hour Lab storo:

~OX. A
. “The 35mm Specialist.”
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