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Raccoons
Making your home theirs

8y Jonathan Bchechter
spoclal writor

A PERSISTENT scratching sound, followed by
a dull thump on the roof awakens you.
After fumbling for the phone you tell
the operator, *I need the police, someone's
breaking in.”

The reaponding offlcers flrst cautlously check the
house, then the yard as you walt anziously in the
brightly lit hell. One officer returns to the front
door with a blg grin and states, “Everythlng ts all
right folks, just a blg old raccoon. I think it wants
your attic for a home.*

Raccoony, found throughaut the Oakland County
area, are skilled at making attles and chimneys
thelr den sites. Some esterminators and less-than-
reputabfe moonlighters are equally skilled at alzing
up your desperate situation and charging hundreds
of dollars. Sometimes their job 1s not very effective
and might be done in a cruel manner.

Raccoons are hc‘re to stay, 30 your best defense

Raccoons are endowed
with sirong, sensitive
paws, a good set of teeth
and excellent sense of
balance. Keeping them out
of your attic is a challenge,
but it can be done. Firsi, all
chimneys should have
high-quality chimney caps
instatled.

— Jonathon Schecter

Bloomtlield naturaiist

against rac-
coon habits and knowlng where to turn for help.

TWENTY YEARS ago most raccoons Lyed
where they are most comfortable, Inside big otd
hollow trees. Except for coon hunters and nature
lovers, few residents pald any attentlon fo the
growing raccoon population.

With increased developments and the resulting
destruction of den trees, a snowballlng change be-
8an to occur. Raccoons that lost thelr traditional
den sltes soon that atties and
made excellent substitutes.

The problem quickly fncreased by leaps and
bounds. If a raccoon gives birth to five or six young
in an attie, the attlc 18 all the pups will ever know
asa home.

When the young raceoons head out o find thelr
own homes, attics will be thelr prime

the doar open at night. Without much effort, a rov-
Ing raccoon will fInd a way to make a forcible en-
try from the garage into the celling and attic. Rac-
coons are not people-shy [n suburbin, 50 moat of all
do not feed the raccoons that may wander by on
nocturnal visits. If you do, before you know It, it
will be back with the rest of the famlly and they
wlll be planning on staying.

Someone s probably reading this now and get-
ting more annoyed by the sentence because they
are reading it too late. If you already have guests in
the attic, don't panic. Read on. Do not call just any-
one for help,

'YOU DO NOT always get what you pay for in the
raccoon-catching businesa. Various agencies can of-

wlth trees being somewhat forelgn to them,

It does not take a mathematician or wildllfe blol-
ogist to sce that & growing number of raccoons now
seek out our homes for their homes. In many arcas
tn Michigan, it i3 the rare raccoon that stlll lives in
atree,

FOOD IS THE sccond major factor in our blos-
soming raccoon populatton. In the wild, such delica-
cies as crayfish, berrles, bird eggs, worms and

grubs would be the maln dlet.
As avaflable natural food supplies become less
the become accll-

mated to garbage In garages and curbslde, and
feast on assortments of plzza crust, corn, peanut
butter, cheese and most anything else we discard
and they get thelr paws on,

Some raccoons have even perfected the skill of
ralding backyard barhecues and haullng off the still
warm treats, U ded doj bowls, vegi
gardens and fast food dumpsters also are all open
invitatlons for a raccoon soclal gathering.

Raccoons are endowed with sirong, sensitive
paws, a good sct of tecth and excellent sense of
balance. Keeplog them out of your attlc is a chal-
lenge, but it can be done.

Flrst, all chimneys should have high quality
chimney caps installed. The caps let smoke and
gasses out, and kecp raccoens and other animals on
the outside, They must be the kind that are bolted
or clamped on, or they wlll be tarn off by a racecon
that is out apartment hunting.

ROOF VENTS and attic louvers should also be
covered with 1%-Inch hardware cloth to prevent
entry. It is not practical to cut Lrees that raccoons
might use to cllmb to the roof. They can use a

downspout or the corner of bricks just as easlly as
we use ladders.
1f you have pet food In the garage, do ot leave

Onkland County communities will loan
live anima) traps free of charge to home-
owner. Southfield animal wardens and
olhers will plck up trapped raccoons
and personally dellver them to wilder-
ness areas.

fer free 1t all depends oa your local gov-
ermnment and what thelr policy and program is.

If you ace one of the lucky few who live In the
right place, an animal control officer will help set
up a Uve-trap to catch the raccoon and then piek it
up for release clsewhere once |t is caught.

I your local government isn't In the “raccoon
busting” business, you should call the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, the Michigan Humane
Soclety or your local nature center.

None will come and do the catching for you, but
they all wlll glve sdvice and the phone numbers of

di tate anlmal-control permits for

live wlld-animal remaoval.

‘When you call the humbers you are glven, inquire
as to thelr fees and methods. An extra word of cau-
tlon Is In order about exterminators who sollelt
through fllers &nd those who might be sub-contract-
cd by flrms listed In the yellow pages.

SOME OUTFITS and indlviduals won't quote a
celling price, or will claim to have some sort of
raccoon repellent powder.

Repellent powder does not cxlst, and one unre-
putable firm last year clalmed to spray powder
into attles that would “make a raceoon dlslntegrate
when touching It.”

Leg traps and polsons are lilegel 50 if you have
any quesilons, contact the Department of Natural
Rescurces.

I you want to try to cateh the raccoon yourself,
be sure to call the DNR for advice and lcgal guide-
lincs, Remember, it Ls illegal to keep a wild animal
and all mammals have the potential for carrying
rabies,

Your {lrst sicp in removing one of the “masked
bandlts” is buyl.g or renting a llve-trap big encugh
to do the job. Some hardware stores have them
avallable.

Try to {lgure out where the raccoon climbs down
Irom the house at night. Paw prints may give it
away. Remember that the raccoon la ualn, ue
house for shelter and goes out on alt but the coldest
winter nighta for food, Set the cage on the ground
near where It climbs down.

KEEP IN MIND that raccoons dig, and will dam-
age whatever Is beneath the cage. Excellent baits
to put In the cage Include cooked chicken, sardines,
pet food and most table scraps.

If you have a cat, keep It inslde for the night or it
will find the food before the raccoon does.

In 2 night or two, you will most likely have the
coon {n the cage.

In the spring be sure to check the raccoon care-
{fully, while it is ln the cage, o be aure It s pot a
nurzing mother. Swotlen nipples and a nasty dlspo-
altion are the best Indicators that she bas young
somewhere.

If she Is a nurslog mother you will have to do
some belly crawling In the attic to reach the young
who will probably be crylng loudly from (he corner
of the attlc. The nolse will be a lot lke nolsy hahy
birds. .

Raccoons are famlly animals 30 be sure all the
animals are out befare you make repalrs, The cap-
tured raccoons should be transported at least 10
miles away so0 (hey don't wander back.

TF A RACCOON somehow makes it Into the liv-
Ing area of your house through an open door, win-
dow or uncapped chimney, watch out, A cornered
raceoon will defend ltsclf, but would much rather
have an escape route, 8o give it one. An open door
or low window will do just flae. If the raccoon Is in
the bascment, a plank leading up to a window will
be a good path out, but the raccoon may not leave
untll dark.

Raccoons are here to atay, The more you learn
about them, the more you may come to sppreciate

the way they have adapted to our changing environ-

meat,
(The writer is a Bloomfield Township resi-
dent and a naturalist).
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A raccoon up a tree is a cute critter, but put one in your attic and that's a ditferent story.

Live traps can nab ‘bandits’

By Rich Bwenson
stalf writer

Raccoons have always been a nulsance in
the Oakland County arca, and they're not
likely to go away soon — if cver,

THE WAY TO battle back against rac-
coons lan't with polson, snarcs or leg traps
— which are all iMlegal — but with lve
traps, according to animal control officials.

Bloomfield Township has 30 of thesa
Tovwnship 20 and Birming-

ham six. All three loan llvo traps free of

But local develop cages,
animal control centers to help residents get
rid of the pesky creaturea. charge.

Blrmingham, Bloomtield Township and
Southfleld Township are houslag havens for
garbage-ravaglng raccoons. With winter ap-
proaching, the creatures are once again
looking for lodging in warm, dry shelters,
Thelr favorite apots are attics, garages and
flreplaces.

“They’ll break loose when the snow
comes,” Southficld Township anlmal war-
den John Murphy said. “Raccoons don't like
to get thelr paws wet, and they’ll start
breaking into houses looking for places to
live for the winter.”

In fact, in Southfield and Bloom{lcld
townships, animal wardens will go one step
further — they'll plek up any raccoon that
has been (rapped and personally dellver it
ta the “northern wilderness.”

“We'd rather handle them,” Murphy safd.
*They can be very unpredlctable,”

Blrmlngham loans traps, but the rest Is
p to the residents.

*We bave traps available, but residents
are responsible for catching the raccoons

and letting them go,” Blrmingham anlmal
control officer Linda Chase said.

CHASE ADVISES that residents be care-
ful when letting the raccoons loose,

“Raccoons aren't dangerous unless thelr
cornercd,” she sald, "Thoy're not overly ag-
gressive, but they will defend themselves,”

BloomIleld Township animal control offl-
cer Mike Lagerould sald now Ls the time to
catch them.

“It's better to trap and relocate them be-
fore they start having offspring,” he sald,’
“In February, there'll be tons of requests
(J:uxaps) because many of the bables will-

. :

Officiala from all three communlties rec-,
ommend agalnst hiring private companies-
because they generally charge exborbltant:
rates — with no guarantee that the rac-’
coons won't return. :

Confranted by ::

range, & raccoon is.
Just a bewlidered,
cowering animal not
sure fust whatto do, :
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