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“The River.”

Sluy Spacek s Mae Garvey and Mel Gibson Is her hus-
band Tom, a couple who farm thelr land but see their
dreams dying when thelr livelihood ls threatened, in

‘River’ almost swamps story

Eschewlng water imagery In this
review I8 going to be pretty tough be-
cause “The River” floods; 21 it flows
along nicely but a bt too far.

‘There are occastonal twists in Slssy
Spacek's latest that detract. On the
whole, though, this melodrama of sur-
vival on the small family farm is an
elfective, entertaining film.

e River* afflrms the great
strength of the family and of the
human splrit in adversity, The Gar-
veys' small, bottom-land farm is con-
stantly in debl. plagued by natural
dlsasters and the ever-present, vil-
lainous Mr. Big.

In spite of these odds, Tom Garvey
{Mel Glbson), his wife Mac {Sissy Spa+
cek) and their children, Lewis (Shane
Bailey) and Bath (Becky Jo Lynch)
struggle to save the famlly and thelr
farm. There scems to be no question
;nboul the frst and many about the

ast,

ONE OF THE Garveys' major
problems (and the film’s as well} is
that selilsh Mr. Joe Wade (Scott
Glen), a James Coburn look-alike, isa
cliched, one-dimensional villaln.
Wade I3 in love with Mae, runs a blg
facm in the hills, manages the County
Grain Exchange, pressures the bank
to foreclose the Garveys so he can
flood the bottom land with a new dam
= the completely cliched Mr. Blg.

*The River” does, however, prove

that elements of this kind of Depres-
sion-era mel can be effective
when beautlfully photographed and
framed by naturallstic acting.

Viimos Zsigmond (*The Deer Hunt-
er,” "The Rose™ and “Cinderella Lib-
erty™), whose photography won an Os-
car for *Close Encountera of the
Third Kind,” has done another
masterful job with paturalistic farm
settings presented In soft, warm col-
ars, marvelously composed.

Many frames of the fiim would be
welcomed as landscapes on your
walls, The Impressionisilc photo-
graphic quality is excellent In this
emotional atory of famlly apirit.

Spacek and Lynch are commend-
able In thelr appropriately down-to-
earth style. Tha latter, in her first
fitm role, is a very cute lttle 7-ycar-
old. Whether sha is just being herself
or whether she Is actlng fsa't clear. In
cither event, the performance is be
gulling.

SPACER, OF COURSE, Is an ac-
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hours of back-breaking wotk, adver
my of natural and man-made

— nobody can be that nice, go
u:mugh such pby;lcnl and mental tor-
ment and still look unscathed,

The flocds, the fights, the strain —
through it all Tom Gervey rides, look-
ing handsome, well-fed and preity
well-groomed as well as having the
great abillty to be well.mannered. He
could have stapped Lhe kids once oF
twice, fust to et us know he's human.

Son Lewis takes after his father, in
a small way, and is the perfect older
brother with nary a cross look at hia
kid sister, Along with the one-dimen-
slonal Joe Wade, such lack of reallsm

dilutes the film’s Impact.

The auction of equl pment I:y flnan-
clally strapped farmers 1s a carbon
copy of the “Country” auction and the
fllm’s cnding sends confused signals
as Joe Wade Is uncharacteristically
detached and, after all that struggle,
there's o harvest. .

Scabbing for dollars [n a steel fa-
brication factory, as Tom Garvey
does to survive, provides some excel-
lent sequences but tends to stretch

eh River” beyond reasonable time

In spite of these cc'mplalnls I sus-
ﬁcl moat audlences will enjoy *“The
ver.”

actress w
Ue appearance [lis the role of Mae
Garvey 50 well,

But here I begln to part company
with *The River.” The Garveys are
just too good. I can accept Tom Gar-
vey's determination, nay hls obses-
slon: “My people are buried here, and
I'm only leaving in a box.”

Under the clrcumstances — long

‘The River’ does, however, prove that
elements of this kind of Depression-era
melodrama can be effective when
beautifully photographed and framed
by naturaligtic acting.

Travel/adventure film accents Russia, Mongolia

to the anclent eity of Baku, Alma Ata  with Outer Mongolta, visiting Ulan Ba-

Dr. Arthur Twomey wlll present hls
{ilm lecture “Aslatic Russla and Outer
Mongotla® at 2:30 p.m. Sunday Jan. 20,
on the World Adventure Serics at the
Auditorium Theater of the Detroit In-
stltute of Arts.

Tickets are $3.50 at the door, or by
reservations at the DIA ticket office,
phone B32-2730, any day during busl-
ness hours,

bands Iden) fof wed
mas Parties and n;n
Tanctions anywhers in the Metro Dot

7:00 P.M. No ad

SHOWCASE-
OF BANDS

An_cppartunlty o see and haat @ v
an

Thursday, Januvary 17, 1985

This classle film exploration begins
In Moscow but quickly procceds
through the Black Sea arca to the Cau-
casus Mountains where base camp fs
set up. The a cllmb to the 12,000-foot
level and a final ascent amid ice ficlds
and glaciers.

Viewers will see the rare Tur Stone
Goata, After the descent, there’s a vislt

charge

ROMA'’S OF BLOOMFIELD

2101 S, Tclcgmp
332-9237

Pick your pleasure...

island P

~— a Kazakhstant cit;

tor, the Altal Mountalns deep in the .

Y.
. The fllm lecture reaches Its climax  heart of Sibetla, and the Gobi Desert.
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Coffee Shop P
o TR RNEEA
Now Open for Dinner e aned L B
(Batwn. 13 & 13 Mite)
Offering the quality you expect from the Farmington Nlllu
Kingsley, with quick service and Coffec Shop 553-2898
prices. SHOGUN ORIENTAL
Hours: Mon. thry Fri. 6 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. HEALTH SPA
Sat. & Sun. 6a.m. to 2 p.m.

Resort

Your Hawaiian Tour highlights include:

WAIKIKI-- Deluxe Aloha Cocklail Party @ Flower Lei Aloha Greeling® City Tour of Oid and
New Honolulu @ Punch Bow! @ lolani Palace @ Manoa A,

$1,349 -

* Plus 10% tex and sonxos based o double
occupancy 1a10s and tartin efiect March 1, 1904

Via United Airlines

15 Days--14 Nights

ial District®

Depart: Friday, April 19, 1985 Return: Saturday, May 4, 1985

Marke!

Place® Pearl Harbor Cruise @ KAUAI- Wailua River Boat Cruise @ Fern Grotto @ KONA and

HILO-- Black Sand Beach @ Mauna Loa and Kilauea Volcanoes @ Thurston's Lava Tubo @

Giant Fern Tree Fores! @ Famous Voicano House @ Banyan Tree Drive @ Rainbow Falls @ Luau
. @ MAUI-- Mysterious Valley Excursion @ Old Whaling Capital of Lahaina @ Fabulous Kaanapali

WOODWARO AT LONG LAKE ROAD
OLOOMFIELD INLLS e G33.1400

g
b

Impcrtanl occasion,

BANQUETS

Beautlful facilitles for Wedding Receptions, Bridal
Showers, Bar Mitzvahs, Bat Mitzvahs and every other

and

s from 5 to 500,

dating Maati

Banquet office open week nights and weekends for your
convenlence.

Kingsley Inn

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS ‘e 644-1400

x

BEST osme WEST

21 Days

$849.

You will see:

Canyon @ H

Depart: Saturday, June 8, 1985

Return: Friday, June 28, 1885

por porson

Pnl 10% tax and sorvicws based
fl/nlndllrmnlﬂxlunmt 1584

Universal Studios @ Hearst Castle @ lidian Pueblos @
Cowboy Hall o! Fama 4 Meramac Caverns @ Grand

Arch,

Tuesday, January 15

7:30 p.m.
- Livonla Holidag Inn
1 {SixMlloand| -

For Information and rssarvaﬂons call

®bgerver & £ttmtnc

NEWSPAPERS

Observer & Eccentr(c NewspaDes resarves tha right 10 adiust 1ous prices In tha

@vent of changet thacain. Bubject 10 price approvel

by Civil Asvonautics Domd)

Oue 1o FIRST CLASS SEATING with l‘—~__ -
\ extra leg room, our tull sized motor- 1] —_~
coach can accommodate only 32 ] V'prm,"nq obi e
Touts Include all iransportation via schoduled alrlines or molor ¢oach, hotel accommodations passangers. Since space is limlted, ) fou “"'"'n aau.m, ,,‘,E"“on- N S ——
in fine resort hotals, slghlscolng and 1dp porgonal transiers  throughout, native-born reservatlons will be confirmad, with i o o pucn.;g,,,',gchma i
1s, tips for all trangler and hotol services. deposlts, on a first recelved basls. ! HAWAN Op
7 I Nam ESTof the wesy i
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deh er @
Missouri ® Esles Park @ Salt Flats, Ulah @ Emigrant Trait
@ Casinos @ Donner Pass, California @ High Sietras @
Redwood Trees @ San Francisco @ Pacific Ocean @
Chinatown @ Fisherman's Wharf @ Pacific Coast Highway
@ Big Sur @ Solvang @ Santa Barbara @ Hollywood &
Vine ® Chinese Thealro @ Beverly Hills @ Rodeo Drive @
Mojave Deser! @ Lake Havesu, Arizona @ Colorado River

ROUND TAIP MOTORCOACHLIFIRST CLASSLEG HOOMMOTEL7MOTEL
CCOMMODATIONSL]21 DAYS TO-YOUR-ROOM BAGGAGE HANDUING.
Sstena ENROUTE SPECIAL EVENTS & ENTRANCE FEES LISTED
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