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Rent protestors vow to ex

By Joanne Maliszewski
stalf wriler

The Beznos-Bestak Co. of Farming-
ton Hills (st the only one raislng rent
on tenants these days,

Willlam Tyndale College = the lat-
est meetlng place for area rent protest-
ers — just ralsed the rent,

Rent on the college auditorlum for
this weck's tenants meeting was $75 —
up from $50 in November,

And protesters wlll have to pay $100

Thursday, Janua,

ry 17, 1985

P

to use the auditorium next tme,

There wlill be no protesting of thia in.
crease, however, Tenants are taking
thelr bad breaks, moving on and Jook-
Ing for a cheaper place to meet,

That's not the case with thefr
months-long battle agalnst the Bezmos-
Beztak Co. of Farmington Hills though.

The protesters — tenants of the
Beznos Co. apartments and townhouses
in Farmington, Farmington Hills, West
Bloomfield and Southflcld ~— are boef-
ing up thetr protest now that the idea of

Cairns bash
draws tears
and memories

By 8teve Barnaby
editor

Tuesday evening was a night to re
member for some 300 persons who
gathered to honor the dean of Farming-
ton Hilis polltics, Floyd Calrns,

Calrns, who retired [n Decetnber af-
ter 29 years at the clerk’s helm, flrst [n
the townshlp then in the city of Farm-
ington Hllls, found himself choked with
tears at evening's end when it was an-
nounced that the clty hall would be
named the Floyd Calrns Admininatra.
tion Bulldlng.

Namlng the building had been a se-
eret known only by councll members
and clty admininstration organtzers of
the dinner at the Botsford Inn,

In his familtar modest, low-key de-
livery, Calms thanked the overflow
crawd which packed into the Inn's Car-
rlage House,

“It certalnly was nice of all of you
{olks {0 honor me like this. It's been a
pleasure to work in Farmington Hills, o
place that I've laved,” he told his well-
wlishers,

In halting, tear-filled phrases, he
thanked his staff, many of whom were
In attendance and some of whom had
served with Calms during nearly his
cntlre tenure.

“It's been real nlce,” he sald,

Dinner speakers who roasted and
toasted Cairns were a compendium of
the area's leading citizens from the
past and present.

sk

Floyd Calrns

Heading the llst was former Farm-
ington Hills mayor Fred Lichtman,
who also served on the charter com-
missien and as a townshlp trustee,
Lichtman drove In from Marshall,
Mich, wlth his wife Naomj to serve as
the evenlng'a master of ceremonles.

Lichtman set the tone for the cve-
ning by toasting Calmns for his many
aftributes and calling him “the most
decent man I've ever known.”

LONGTIME TOWNSHIP {rustee,
city councilman and personal friead
Earl Opperthauser, who servad in mu-
nlclpal government for 23 years with

irns, ealled him a “grand old scout”
and noted that he bad “never known a
man in public office who was more
helpful than Floyd,”

Farmington Hilla' first mayor, Rob-
ert McConncll, made note of the contri-
butlons of Leola Calrns, Floyd's wife,
to the elty clerk’s longtime service.

“Thanks 1o her Floyd got through a
heart attack and open heart surgery,”
he said. Calrns had heart surgery twice
doring his tenure as clerk and each
time came back within weeks to con-
tinue his duties.

Among many of the things she did to
help keep up Calms' health, Leola took
up blke riding with him, noted McCon-
nekl.

Other persons honoring Caltrns were
former deputy clerk Gladya Thomas,
the present Farmington Hills clerk
Joan Reynolds and YMCA vice presi-
dent Gary Unruh,

In the 19703, Cairns was Instrumen-
tal In ralaing close to $1 million for the
Y building on Farmington Road and
Twelve Mile,

Perennlal council watcher and Dem.
ocratic activist Aldo Vagnozzl noted
that an evolullon had taken place in
Farmington Hllls,

“Floyd dldn’t change. I did,” he said.

On a more serlous note, Vagnorz
called Cairns a “man of falrness, com-
passion and one who has 2 decp love of
our community,”

During the program Cairns was glv-
cn a series of glits, Including a scrap-
book of mewspaper clips and photo-
graphy, a street sign with his name on
11, bookends from the Alexander Ham-
ilton Insurance flrm and a videocas-
sette recorder,

oral quarrel

King Boots, a prize-winning sheep-
dog, is accused pf mauling to death an
elderly Blrmibgham woman last
month, The dog's owner and daughter
of the victim, gné.hr{: Stl:i:wafhéul.s
fighting attem e clty of -

ey to gaveyum animal de-
stroyed as a “viclous dog.”

Testifying in the dog's trial before
48th District Judge Edward Sosalck,
a Michigan State University professor
sald that the 87-year-old victim died
of a heart atteck, not from dog bites

Should King Boots
live or be destroyed?

ax clalmed by an Oakland County
Medical Examiner.
Today’s Oral Quarre! question is:

If you: were Judge Soanick what
verdict wonld yon band down on King
Boots' fate?

To answer the question, call 477-
5498 before 1 p.m. Friday. To see how
your nelghbors feel about this ssue,
please look In Monday’s Farmington

a rent strike has been laid to vest.

"We're not golog to have a rent
strike in the near future,” saild Rob
Falls, a co-chalrman of the multlcom-
plex tenants assocletion,

The reason is slmple, If tenants put
thelr rent Into an cscrow account,
Beznos could charge late fees, take
fenants ta court and report the fallure
la’gay rent to credit companies, Falls
said.

“WE DON'T want (o hurt the mem-

bership in any way,” Falls sald,

A renl strike Is one of several tdeas
that has been under comslderation to
protest frequent rent increases, some
as much as 32 percent In the last 28
months. The tenants’ major complaint
Is the masagement flrm's method of
ralsing rents by not renewlng leases,
forcing tenants to pay rent on a month-
to-month basls,

Although the possibility of a rent
strike and an earller notlon of getting
rent-control ordinances and laws have

armington Obsery

Farmington, Michigan

fallen through, the protesters are con-
tnuing thelr fight,

The next ~fep, Falls said, is to en-
large and i1, Jporate the tenants asso-
clation to Include all resters in Oak.

d County. .

Originally, the assoclation included
protesting tenants in the Mulrwood
Apartments in Farmington Hills. In
November, tenants from all the
Bezmos-owned cox;wlrxu Jolned forces.

Twenty-five cents
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pand their drive

County Tenants Azsociation into a non-
profit organization by the end of Janu-
ary or sometitne In February.

What pushed the idea of incorpora-
tlon was a letter from the Bemos Co.
informing the tenants assoclation that
there could be legal actlon If tenants
continued to pass out handbllls on
Beznos-owned property,

Now, Falls sald, officers
are working to incorporate an Oakland

Checkmate!

This chesshoard and pieces done by students at In ice carving competition
Oakland Community College were among the was Mllos Cihelka of the Gol
lce carvings in (ast woekend’s Ice Spectacular 200-some Ice
festival in downtown Plymouth. The chess piec- d P!
es stand about 3 to 4 feet ta!) on the Ice board.
Officials estimate about a quarter of a mililon
pecple viewed tho ice carvings. Overall winner

Building
plans
sought

By Joanne Mallazewsk]
staff writer

After more than a year of talking,
Farmington Hills officials have taken
tho first step toward bullding a pro-
posed $3,000-square-foot pollce bukld-

Construction of a new facility would
alleviata the current 7,500-square-foot
station's crowded

The council also authorired the city’s
bond attorneys to prepare resolutions
and contracts that would allow the
clty’s building authority to lssus bonds
to pay for the conatruction.

These steps came a week after the
council recelved a recommendation
{rom a committee of local architects,
engineers and bullders to begin con-
struction as soon a3 possible to avold
Increased costs due to an expected con-

gan,

The commlttee of Iocal professionals
waa formed last apring to play devil's
advocate with desfgn plana developed
by the Birmingham architects.

Committes members a week ago
sald that If the project is delayed unti!
May through July, the city could expect
a 10-15 percent Increase In construc-
tlon costs.

TO AVOID (this, the commltice also
suggested that the counci] corslder us-
Irg construction management In the
development of the proposed police
building.

1f the councll approved using con-
struction management by Feb, 1, the
architects safd they belleve blds could
be taken sometime in March with con.
struction beginning In April, sald City
Manager Wililam Costlck.

But Costlck sald research Is still
ueeded on the construction manage-
meat approach,
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the use of & professional construction

which
and manages the bulldiog process, Cos-
tick satd,

“The conatruction manager acts as a
fiduclary for the owner, a fact which
makes the project & cooperative team
effort rather than a proceeding among
adversarfes,” Costick sald [n a report
to council,
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Cable increase

set next

By Joanns Mallszewsk|
atafi writer

month

As of Friday, Feb. 1, MetroVision

T's been a slow process, but Metro-
Vislon cable officlaly finaily recelved
Incresses

:ho rate they've been walting
or,
In separate actions in the past couple

of weeks, the city councils of. Novl,
P and Fi

without much controversy, adopted or-
dinance amendments spproving the
cable flrm's request for a rate In.
crease.

pay rates for
uu I (chanoels 2-118) level of ser-
ice.

Subscribers currently pay $7.15 a
month for Tier III service, On Feb. 1
the monthly rate will Increase to $2.95,
The installation charge would remain
the same.
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