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Individual needs are

an athlete’s priority

I N RUSSIA you'd never get away with this,

A guy just can’t jump from job to job,
looking for what sults hlm best. That’s
because in the USSR, what's best for the

indlvidual lsn’t important. It's what's good for the
state that eounts,

The opposite Is true [n the USA, of course.
Looking out for No. 1 is what's No, 1. If anyo:
cared to label this generation of Americans, "1”
would be idcal ~ both the letter and the Roman
numeral,

But many visualize sports as an entity outslde of
this “I-deallsm.” The old “for the good of the team”
stuff is drilled into athletes from thelr Little
League days on.

Team loyalty, sacrifice for the team, eontribute
any way possihle to make the team a winner —
how many times have you heard athletes spout suct
unselfish remarks?

DON'T BELIEVE them. Athletes are just like
other Amerlcans: They'll remaln loyal as tong as it
benefits them. They'll sacrifice for the overall
improvement of the team, to a degree.

Docs that sound llke a cynic’s crluclsm'l It'snot
meant to, The point is that athletes are as
Amcrican as the rest of us, They, too, beleve In the
American Dream — improve yourself and
strengthen the country,

Most of us llve by that credo. But we don't allow
athleles the same leeway, College athletes who
transfer lre a superh llln!|rallon ‘l’b-:y are

T mmewhem else that bcu:r !ulu lhelr Indlvidual
necds or goals,

Sa they jump ship. Lots of folks compare thls
practlce to mutiny, but then they've never been on
a Bounty.

GREG WENDT is a tranafer. Wendt went (rom
high schoe! star at Redford Cathollc Central to
Duke and the Atlantic Coast Conference, perhaps
the best college basketball circult In the natlon.
‘When his playing time diminished with little bope,
of an increzse, Wendt transferred to Unlveralty of
Detrolt, where he may be the team's most valuable
and veruatile performer,

Playlng time was Wendt's reason to switch. At
Orchard Lake St. Mary's, two of Monday's starters
against Spring Arbor transferred for the same
reason. Gary Pederson, who went to Michigan
State, and Stcve Kopickl, who attended San Dlego
State, "rcallzed they couldn’t play at that level,”
sald eoach Tim Domke.

St. Mary's has beneflited from players who
change their minds about what college to attend.
Starter Lance Davis went to Southeast Missour] for
a semester before returning to St. Mary's, where he
attended prep school. Davls, according to Domke,
was slmply “homeslck.”

ERICH HARTNETT, a fourth OLSM starter and
a Plymouth Salem gnd may own the record for
the quickest switch in history. Harinett enrolled for
his freshman year at Concordla College, but when
assistant coach Richard Zalenskl, who recrulted
Hartnett, joined Domke's staff Hartnett went with
him.
Do these sound like self-centered, spolled jocks,
as transfers are sometimes portrayed?
Coachlng and playing time are common reasons
for switehing schools. Walt Dixon came to Oakland
Unlverslty after a stint at U-D, hoplng for more
playlng time; former Farmington Harrison
placeklcker Dave Blackmer transferred from
Wisconsin to Michigan State for both reasons — he
was upset with the Badger coaches and he wanted
to play.
The reasons vary, but transfers are lumped
together, often viewed as mercenaries looking out
for their own Interests, Stlll, translerring has
become a common practice despite prejudices and
penaltles. NCAA bylaws deem it necessary for
transfers to st out a year,
These athletlc “gypsics" weigh the pros and cons
and make the jump anyway. When they do, they are
uggcd wlu: labels llke “quitter,” or “couldn't make
the gri

’rhe public that fastens such generalizations to
transferring athletes would not think anything
improper of 8 worker who takesa jobata
campeting {lrm where the money is more
substantlal,

1S THERE & difference? Many think an athlete
owea his Joyalty to the college that has awarded
him a frec education.

That belief doesn't hold up. College athletes are
pald to play — pald with an education. If the
sltuation they find themselves in doesn't sult thelr
Indlvidual nceds, they deserve the right to transfer.

It’s not an easy thing to do. A transfer who
improves his athletic standing is a rarity, Changing
schools 1s at best a lateral move, and oftimes it's
downward. Transferring means sl g over, and
that can be a difflcult adjustment.

Like any American who scarches for the best
place to develop his individual talents, an athlcte
deserves a place where he, too, can blossom, Moat
iransfers witl never achleve t.helr high achool
dreams of a career In professlonal sports, and they
know (L.

But that docsn't mean they don't deserve a
chance to improve Lhemselves. Sticking witha
program for loyalty’s sake robs an athlete of that
opportunity, ag fall

insist upon
potential. Athletes are po different, whether they
stick at the first college of thelr cholce or seck
individual goals elsewhere.
As with any of us, an athlete's !Int respansibillty
{8 to himself. It's the Ametican Way.
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‘Queen of Hoops

North

By Chris McCoeky
slatt writer

You'ld think that the North Farming.
ton volleyball team t be wearing
outits welcome in Bloomfield Hilla,

Afterall, the Ralders have now cap-
tured the

(oc

rules

B’field Hills

VOLLEVBALL NV"AT‘H")NAL
Baturday, Jan. 12

Champlonship match: Fumington def,
mmm«u M-ll

Consolation oame Clarks-
ton gt Fermingtss "“(o" I&llmm,

Lahzer Volleyball lnvlhllmul four
consecutlve years, the fourth coming
Saturday in powerful fashlon.

But, according to Lahser coach and
tournament director Stephen Cook, the
Raiders will zlwaya bo welcome.

“We veally enfoy baving them,” Cook
safd Saturday after handing out the
hardware to the dnmp!on Raiders.
“They are an team,

Senvfials: North Fermington def, Clarkaty
(‘:. 1612, 15-9. o oo 1
oese Polnte North del. Faminglon Herieon, 8-
18, 155, 164,

Pool pley: Divion & Curkaton {7-1), Grose
Pointe North (7-1), Watertord Kettering ).
Farmingion (1.7), ool ek Latew (1.7).

they play good volleyball. They beat us
last year in (he champlonshlp, you
hww. but I won't hold that sgelnst

'we'll always lnvite them back.
‘Teams like North draw people to the
tournament.”

INDEED, NORTI! was a marked
unlt on Saturday,

“When you win, people are always
looking to knock you off,” North coach
Sandy Lubteniecki.

aﬂ%‘ North barely survived pool play

Y

“We had our lulla today, but in tour-
nament play, that's golng to happen.
You just bave to play through it. Our
klds pever get too far down,” Lublen-
lecki said,

North dropped thres games in its
poo), two to the tournament’s cinderel-
la team Farmington Harrison.

But, with thelr backa to the wall, the
Ralders rallied to win thelr last four
games in pool, two from Farmington
}-}illls Mercy and two from West Bloom-

eld.

From that point on, the Raiders be-
came virtually unbeatable.

“The koy is to get off your net,” Lu-
blenleckt sald. “Once you get out of the
pool, then you are in a position to win.”

NORTH STRUGGLED 2 bit early on
against Clackston in the semifinals los-
Ing the first gamo 15-13. But, thanks to

Livonia Ladywood standout Emily Wag-
neor, a two-time all-stater and All-Ob-
serverland choice, has won the presti-

gioue honor of Miss Basketball in the
state of Michigan. The story is on page
4C.

some gritty play by aubstitute Kris
McMinn and some nlity net play and
serving from senlor Donna Konjarev-

two 15-13 2nd game three 15-9,

) really gave us & spark,” Ly
bienfeck! said. "She turned the whole
thing around,”

Al 5-foot-2, McMinn was the amallest
glrl on the floor, but she made two out-
standing plays at the net, one resulting
in a polnt, the other a slde out.

Konjarevich, serving for the first
time this season (she's recavering from
a shoulder Injury), served three
straight polnts in game two to break up
a close gama and shift the momentum
1o North. She also kept the taller
Clarkston team off balance at the net
with several well-placed tip shota.
m‘nxcwolhgr m?mnﬁ game featured

e tournameot's blggest surprise:
Farmington Harvison, The - young
Hawks roared out of Lhelr pool having
knocked off North, Mercy and Andover
twice each,

“We're ]ult dellghwd Ln be here”
Harrison coa

yw
got out of our morning, £
‘wouldn't have bellaved 1t B

BUT THE Hawks were playieg in-
spired volleyball, Led by junior Jen-
nifer . Hughes and senlor Collette
Cashin, the Hawks breezed by Grosse
Pelnte North Iz game one of tho semi's,
15-8. Cashin served out the final B
polnts of the game.

But the road ended suddenly for Har-
rison. Grosse Polnte North, taller and

ich, the Ralders rallied to win xlme

Take a dive

With Oakland scuba class

By Jim Hughes
stalf writor

UD UREN HAS some words of
advlee that would raise a few
eycbrows around (he boxing
circles: Take a dive.

Actuatly, his adviee kas nothing to do
with the pugllism profession. Rather,
he’s taiklng to adventurous outdoor cn-
thuslasts,

Uren, a 1866 Troy High graduate and
co-owner of US. Scuba Center in Ro-
chester with Dr, Heather Sellick, offers
scuba dlving Instruction and scuba
trips to such fantasy islands llke Cay-
man and Corumel.

His classes mect one night a week
for scven weceks, and, upon suceessful
completion of the course, students are
certified for life to dive. Only certified
di;‘e: can purchase alr for the scuba
tanks.

UREN'S SCUBA Interest had :n
i
had trouble even treading water much
less submerging in it. His curiosity was
ked some I years ago when a seu-

ba shop caught his eye.

I was driving down John R. in Madl-
son Heights and I saw a dive shop,”
Uren recalled. °I kept driving by and
thought that was something I'd ke to
do. Then, one day, I just sald, "‘What the
heek, I'm golng to go (o there and sign
up for diving school.™

Sellick, a 1056 Royal Oak Rlmball
grad, took a somewhat different mu!.
She was active in swimming and ra
Ing, and, unlike Uren, “just loved lhe
water.

“There was a period in my life whea
} wanted somethlng new and different.

the Yellow Pages and talked to Bud
(who was wnrllng at a shop In Royal
Oak at the time),”

They eventually hooked up, and, in
én:;: of last year, opened thelr store in

ester.
“It works great because Bud

knows
the teaching aspect of diving and 3
come {rom a consumer's perzpecitive.”

Uren, whe forced himself to take pri-
vate swimming lessons before he had
his open water training, is addicted to
dlving. Since those flrst days in the wa-
ter, his love for the sport has grown as
much as his center's bimonthly
newsletter, which reaches enthusiasts
across Michigan and the Midwest.

“L FOUND that it used to be a trend,”
he sald of scuba dlving. “When I flrst
started at Madlson Hefghts, there were
a lot of motoreyeles outalde and people
came In wearing leather jackets. It was
a macho-type thing. Now, the trend Is
familles and a lot of professional peo-
ple who travel a lot.

“The age varles, too. Teaching 12-
year-olds Is not uncommon, and, I just
certifled a 73-year-old grandmother.
She needs help getting Into the water
because of all the equipment, but once
she’s in the water, she's great.”

Uren's eluus, which mcet at Ro-
chester, Avondale and Ullea high
schools, are hour sesslons —
equal time blocks in the classroom and
the pool. The goals are to familiarize
the student with equipment, procedure,
safety, rules and the physics of diving.

After the class portlon, studeats
must participate in open water train-
ing, which takes place {n waters such
a3 Stoney Lake. Upon successful com-
pletion of the open water portion
comes certifleation.

The cost of the class and pool seg-
ment of Lhe school is $120, and the open
water partlon costs

Although the initial cost of scuba div-
ing Is exorbitant, Uren saya It's
worthwhile over the long baul for se-
rious divers. The cost of equipment, he
says, Is around $1,000, but, “It's not un-
common for the equipment to last 10
yeara, You're only other cost [s $3 for
atrfill and malntenance.”

HOW DEEP a diver goes — and

the alr will last. The average diver,
Uren 2aid, can spend an hour underwa-
ter on one tank of alr. His recommend-
od diving depth 13 50-80 {eet.
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