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Farmington leads way in education for gifted

By K. Joyce O'Brien
speclal writer

in order to teach them in an acceler-
ated manner, This was felt to have

He is dlfferent from most students.
He does not learn in the same way as
the majorily of his classmates. He sees
the world dlfferently. He is intense, im-
patlent and creative, characteristics
not easily apprectated by most adults.

He Is one of 900 students in the

In addressing the goal of the pro-
gram, Grahum Lewls, assistant super-
Intendent of speclal education, sald
“We want to be able to malntaln and
raise the consclousness of people, to
recognlze that bright children have to
be attended in a certain manner, but

"

Farmin; School District noton te or segregated level.
as Intellectunlly glfted. ‘The speclal needs of the precoclous
F: chlld are just now belng understood. It

P
meeting the nceds of the child with
very high Intelligence with a pilot pro-
gram in 19786.

Today the Intellectually Gifted (1.G.)
has evolved as a mode! for other school
districts in Mlichigan which are just
now startlng programs.

The Michigan State Legislature re-
cently allocated $3 mlllion to further
this type of education,

“In general educatlon, Michigan Is
way up there,” sald Roxanne Rechske,
Oakland County consultant for glfted,
about Michigan's ranking. “In gifted
education we are probably In the mid-
dle. Oakland County I8 very progres-
sive because of the Initiative of local
school boards.”

The Farmington District wotked In
the dark in the early years deciding
who should be In the program and what
should be done to asslst those selected.

Little rescarch and few college
courses were avallable for Interested
teachers. Years of experlmentation
and evaluation ensued,

its flrst year the academleally
r

scems (o be a consensus that they are a.
valuahle resource to our natlon and
communlty. Educators agree that thetr

The spectrum ranges from separate
magnet schools to school systems that
have barely entered the fleld. South-
field, West Bloomficld and South Lyon
place all of thelr gifted students in a
magnet school.

Part time “putl-out” schedules eccur
when youngsters in regular classrocms
are bussed to another slt on certain
dayz for accelerated learning. Royal
Oak, Clarkston and Ferndale are some
of the districts involved in thls type of
procedure,

Blrmingham's glfted are adminis.
tered by Resource Room teachers,

Troy and Weat Bloom{leld's dlstricts
1 il

Innate abllitles necd to be P
and fostered beyond what a sound
school system has always offered.

VERY BRIGHT children have al-
ways been around. Whether they were
glven opportunities that allowed them
ta reach thelr full potentlal is doubtful.
The method of deallng with them was
either special attentlon from the class-
room teacher or double promotlon,

“Many peaple don't belleve [n skipp-
Ing grades," sald Lewis, "It can be very
effective, but only for certaln individu-
s
Every teacher will eventually con-
froni a child with extraordinary ablll-
ty. Same stand out because of thelr suc-
cess. Others may be the class clowns
achleving minlmum grades with very
little cffort. A very bright child could
be falling (o school.

“Glftedness.does not mean you know
cvery answer,” said Connle Mason,
F glited L3

able program provided
youngsters with high grades, It was
then declded that children with lanate
abllity, but with problems that kept
them from achicving, also needed at.
tention,

THE INTELLIGENCE  Quotlent
(1.Q) tesat was sclected as a criterla. It
was expected that the natlonal average
of 2 percent with an 1.Q, over 132
would be in the program. A surprising
9 percent of the student populatlon
quallfied.

High achicvement Is no longer the
sole criteria.

High achicvers are stlll In the pro-
gram. But hey arc now identified by
1.Q. When the 230 academlcally able
were given the test, only 55 percent
tested in the upper stratum.

Today’s 1.G. program beneflts both
the very industrious students, who
might not be extremely gifted, as well
as the large group identifled as super
Intelligent.

Aspects of the early program have
been discarded, cven though it was
much llke programs currently opera.
ting In neighboring districts. Students
were pulled out of regular classrooms

means you have some potential to
Iearn more quickly and process infar-
matlon better and faster.”

Some low achievers have been dis-
covered to have extremely high 1.Q.
while belng tested for specinl educatlon
programs. Learning handicaps, such as
dyslexia, which lmpairs reading ablli-
ty, or emotional problems, can keep a
chlld from making good grades even
though he or she may be very bright,

Jerry Kaplan, middle school coordl-
nator, sald, “I think most of the kids
who go Into the program are pretty
successful students, Something we are
trylng to zero in on is our glited un-
derachievers,”

“It Is not the child's responsibility to
tap into himself, if ke or she docsn't
know the mechanism for that,” Lewls
said. "There has got to be someone who
takes thelr hand and leads them gently
down (hls path, You can't kick him
down it. You can't order quallty. That's
short lved.”

DESCRIBING THE varicd methods
of gifted education In Qakland County’s
28 districts Reschke sald, “we have
every configuration of program.”

operate P programs, vcry
slmilar to Farmington's 1.G., even
though programs with high visibllity
are more popular with parents,

Farmington adminlstrators found
that thelr carller trials at modified
“pull-out” were not liked by children.
They balked at being slngled out.

A college freshman who was in the
program at the beglnnlng recalls, “§
didn't want to tell my fricnds why I
was belng pulled out of class. I aimply
didn't want to be dUfferent. It scemed
(0 me Lhat unyvne who heard 1 way
glfted would expect me to make top
grades in all subjects.”

Lewis feels magnet schools are un-
necessary where a sound school system
cxlsts.

“H we pull out kids, we'd have to st
up 4 new school system, a parallel sys-
tem. We already have a wholesome
system, with a lot of depth In total staff
capabllity,” he said.

THE CURBENT programmin]
method [s to identify the chlld In cle-
mentary school, if posalble. The student
i put with other glfted chlldren at
times for stimulation but mostly for
observation of his unique talent and
problems. Should he have emotiona)
problems that impair his learnlng, for
example, he will then be referred to n
soclal worker.

The four mliddle schoals have two
counselers, Kaplan and Robert Prior.
Most of thelr work conslsts of counsel-
ing and resource work. They might sug-
gest that a student who [s very talented
in math be allawed to take high schoot
math classes.

The high schools have never had spe-
clal courses for gifted siudents, A wide
variety of accelerated classes are of-
fered to all students,

Hay Voss guldes students toward

* higher educatlon in all threc schools.

Sometimes these studenis attend col-
lege while in high school.

"1 never would have thought 1 would
be allowed to take French at 0.C.C. be-
fore I graduated. The gifted coardina-
tor suggested It,” said a student.

Reschke conslders the Farmington

dlstrict very fortunate to have a full-
time staff person in the high schools.

“When we go to gifted conventlons,
there aren't senlor high coordlnatora,”
Voss said. “I bet there aren’t four peo-
f!g En the state of Michlgan with my
job,"

At this point, we have nothing that
Is exclusively glfted,” Kaplan sald. We
.‘ffvf no Smart Room. What we have Is

Voss encourages all interested atu-
dents to compete In projects, such as
Olympics of the Mind. The 1934 team
{rom Harrison placed fourth statewide.
The team designed small vehlcles
powered by mousetraps. Seven of the
team members were In the LG, three
were not.

Educatoras who have been worklng
with gifted education for the last 10
yeara belleve the fleld Is still in its in-

till needed.

Physies and Ad d
Piacement Math being offered to all
students In middle schools,”
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Possibly the answer i3 that males tend
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“I don't know where glfted education
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