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Council
elects
mayor
pro tem

By Josnne Maliszewski
staff wrlter

Farmington Hllls Councllman Joe
Alkateeb is the city council'a new may-
or pro tem, desplte a move by Council-
man Donn Wolf to postpone the elec-
tlon.

of belleve Mr. Alkateeb Ls the loglcal
and wise choice for this pasition . . .,"
2ald Counciiman Ben Marks, in nomi-
nating Alkateeb for the pesltion.

Although counci] in December elect-
ed then mayor pro tem Jan Dolan as
mayor, the election of a new mayor
pro tem was postponed until after a re-
count of ballots cast in the speclal elec-
tlon between Marks and Terry Sever.

Marks was later declared the winner
by one vote,

BUT THE issue of Lhe recount which
Sever bas taken to Orkland County Clr-
cult Court was ol!emd by Wolf aa one
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last Thureday to handle F

By Tom Baer
statf writor

Farmington Hills flexed its municl-
pal muscles last ‘nmrsdny by declar-
Ing a “snow emergency” — the first
ever in the 11-year history of the city
— and banning parking on most clty
streets until :he five-inch dumping
could be cleared.

"It wasn't absolutely necessary at

admitted Dan Rooney, asalstant to Di-
rector of Public Services Tom Bl-
asell, who made the decislon, “but we
Just wanted to test the system.”

The “system" Involves getting the
no-parking message announced over
the largest radio and television sta-
tions, including cable, and then send-
ing in the Department of Publlc
Works (DPW) crews (o clear the
neighborhood and subxdivislon streets.

“We called the radio and TV ata-

tions and so forth, and then turned on

that palnt to declare an emergency,” -

Hoavy-duty snow vehicles were out In force on 1ubdlvlllon strents Cy.
Hills’ fi

trucks and plows.

Hills puts the bite on winter

Parking was banned on clty streats

RANDY BORST/stalf photographer
to mako way for the sait

the radios to listen {or the
men ts,” Ronney
think down thc llne 1 we get tive
lncba, we might not call a snow
emergeacy,” he added. “But we want-
ed to mzke sure we have this thing
fully operatlonal in case we get a 15-
or 20-Inch soow.”
Hills offfcials used a two-year-old

‘1 think down the line
if we get five inches,
we might not call a
snow emergency.’
— Dan Rooney
Dopartment of Public Services

Highway, M-102 and
lhn majority of Grand River,

To get the mmge out, cny offl-
clals first call an organization calied
Michigan Emerzeucy Patrol, which
notlfies 10 or 12 of the larger radlo
statlons In metropolitan Detroft.

*“Then we indlvidually call the com-
mercial TV stationa and get In touch

ordlnance, which allows the 8
cy powers to be knvoked,

"It basleally gives the clty the au-
thority to declare a snow emergency
In conjunction with the parking ban,”
Rooney sald, "In order ta get the cars
off the roads 50 that we cen as quick-
1y and safely as possible plow ail the
streets.

“We go into the local subdlvisions
when we get a five- or slx-lnch accu-
mulation. In that we had flve Lnches
and a forecast for more, we told our
DPW crews to go on extended hours
and plow all streets,

“If we were to plow around parked

cars, as we've bad to do In the past,
we leave a windrow of snow. Once
that car Is moved, you bave Lo send
crews back in to clean up.”’

THE PARKING ban Is automatl

with for the cable,” Roo-
ney sald. “And I belleve there’s also &
networking tbmgh the Emergency
Broadceast System.”

During the emergency, the DPW's
ranks, which contatn about 30 peupln

cally lifted with no announcement af-
ter the atreet has been plowed, Roo-
ney sald.

The elty Is responalbla for clearing
snow from most residential and sev-
eral major roadways, Oakland County
handles plowing and salting of Eight
Mile, 10 Mile, 12 Mile, Middiebelt, Or-
chard Lake and Farmingten roads,

swell with emp from
other clty depariments who are
called on w help with the plowing.
“We put as many people behind
snowplows as possible,” Rooney sald.
“Pcople from englneering and parks
and recreation will take their four-
wheel drives into the cul de sacs
where you need a small machine to
maneuver.”

IRS: We can’t pay

By Tom Baer
ataff writer

Cralg K. Amboyan, where are you?
Haa anybody seen Harriet Clum? Will
Marci B. Gurwich pleasc reveal her
whereabouts,

Craig, Harrlet and Marcl are on a
list of Farmington-area refsdents want-
ed by the Inlernal Revenue Service
(IRS), that imfamous tax-gathering or+
ganlzation.

But Cralg, Harrlet, Marci and the

rest needn't fret. In thelr cases, the IRS
is out to glve, not take.

They're all due refunds from their
1983 encountera with the IRS — but the
IRS clalms it can't find them,

Charles A, Parks, IRS District Direc-
tor for Michigan, sald that 1,479 refund
checks worth moro than $673,000 were
returned by the postal service as unde-
liverable In the state,

The checks range In amounts from
$1 to $19,227, and average $455, Parks
sald. IRS personnel believe most of
these taxpayers moved or changed

“$2.00, PLEASE”

Your twice-weekly
Observer & Eccentric
Newspaper Is now $2.00
each month.

This Is the first Increase in
the cost of home delivery
since January 1, 1883 and
your carrler will recelvea .
share of it, -

Belng an Observer &
Eccentrlc carrier means
more than hauling a sack
of newspapers around the
nelghborhood twice each
week (n all kinds of
weather. it s achance to
learn about the world of
business and grow from
the experience. it
So, when your carrler calls

this month, glve him or her
$2.00 and a smile and

know that part of that. §
money is your carrler's
peycheck.

‘'em if we can’t find ’em

thelr last names, and failed to notify
the poshl service or IRS,

“It’s hard to say why they can't be
found,” said Walt Dunnigan, publlc af-
fairs officer at the IRS District Office
In Detrolt. “Same of these that come
back, we know there’s been a change of
address, But with others, there hasn't
becn.”

And so the IRS plays detective 3o
that taxpayer and refund chock may he
unlted.

“Our normal procedure is to first
scnd out the refund check, and then to
send out a sccond notice,” Dunnigan
sald. “After the second nolice comes
back, we consider it undeliverable.”

en?

"Well, then what we do is go to the
news media and ask them to get the
message out,” Duanigan said, “We flnd
a llﬁumcanl number of them that
way.

‘THE IRS HAS "about a dozen dlifer-
ent ways” to track down the onea It still
can't find, Dunnigan sald.

“We bave a whole series of steps we

go through,” he added. “First, we'll uze
locxl {elephona directorien and try and
run them down that way. After that
o+« we'l]l check with former employ-
ers, we'll use the state leensing bu-
reaus, we'll even check with local
neighbors In the prior addreas area,

The IRS steuthing lsn't all that costly

* or time consuming, according to Dunni-

gan.
"What we try (o do ls, whenever
there's down time, “fit that kind of
project in," he sald. “It certainly ixn't
that wo're stopping work to do thia.”
Sometimes the IRS (s stumped by the
1llegible scraw] which Is the pame and

1y

‘We go lb the news media and ask them to get
the message out. We find a significant number

of them that way.’

Walt Dunnigan IRS spokesman

address on the tax form, Dunnigan

“Of course, we do the best we can,
bultdsomeUmu it comes out wrong," he
24

Others on the Farmington-area re-
{fund list Include Katherine K. Kelly,
Brian P. O'Connor, Robert D. Plerson,
Laura L. Romeo and Arthur P. Quin-

R. Decker and Joanne M. Hor-
rigan, both of West Bloomfield Town-
-hlp, also are on the missing-taxpayer

1( you are due a refund from your
1983 federa) tax return and have not
yet received It, contact the IRS at 1-
800-424-1040,
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complex
ratlfled

By Joanna Maliszewskl
statt writer

Desplie a lot of questions and con:
cerns, Farmington Hills officlals gave
developers a green light to proceed
with plans for an apartment complex
t‘;u ;lood -hazard area on Orchard Lake
Councll’s 6-0 vote last week provided
developers Brooks & Layne with only a
preliminary approval of a llla phn for
the proposed Orchard Place Apart-
ments. The approval lncluded astipuln-
tion that the developers Insure the city
anlnsl Lability due to flooding.

“Tho flood zone consists of about 80

+pereent of the site sald David Call,

clty mglneer. That much of the 17.5-
acre d be under water if a
100-year uarm hit the area, Call add-

Flooding could reach four to five foet
deep in some areas of the aite on Or-
mnimﬂoad south of the K-roart

Shopplng Cenler, If a IWyeu storm
hit, Call added.

DEVELOPERS' preliminary plans
call for putting the apartment units on
stilts that would safely keep Uving

quarters 5-10 foet above the ground,
Sl saia, Parking would be provided
under the apartment buﬂdlan Tennh

rimming pool are

planned.

Although the apartments would be
clear of flooding If a 100-year storm
were to blt, the parking area under tha
bulldings would flood, Call sald.

uired by law, Brooks & Layne '

As req|
have recelved a penult lrwn the state

of

(DNR) to bulld Ia me ﬂood plaln. It was
{asued because the l.'lmlnuan of the first
floor of the apartment bulldlnxx is
above the floodplaln, Call sal

DNR approval, however, dld little to
alleviate some council metmbers' con-
cerns,

TALK TURNED {0 the legal battles
which resulted from the 1981 atorm In
which the Red Roof Ing and Bob Sellers
Pontlac and other businesses were

ooded,

“Once bltten, twice shy,” sald Coun-
cllwoman Jodl Soroncn. “This makes
me very netvous even though we're
talklng about parun; lom I'm just not
comfortable with this.

Developer Sandy Layne called the
17.5 acres “an ideal alte” for apart-

ments,

“If we were worried about it {flood-
log), we wouldn't build on It,” Layne
said. “If you don’t allow this {o be built
here, what can be bullt here?"

Alumugh considered a floodplain, the

targeted for the apartment com-
plex didn‘( flood during the 1981 storm,

In addmon, the city does not bave

ces or regulationps that

pmhlhi! & certain amount of standlng
water In a parking lot, Call said.

“The city often times approves sitea
where the designed retention areas are
parking lots and In many cases, those
areas aye subject Lo the pondlog of wa-
ter which may be 1%4-2 feet deep,” Call
2ald In a report to council

Beeause the city does not set gulde-
Llnes for an allowable depth of water In

* a parking lot, Call said, the decision on

the whether the sits should be lgpmnd
must be upon the proh Llity of
the
H the area does flood, he said, t.bahlg
quaunn s whether the pond!n. wa-
would bave a serl
”ulo safety and welfare” of taldeall.

BUT CALL told council the ealy le
the flooding could become life threat.
enlog 1s if it were combined “with
some freak colncidence,” such as ao
emergency vechicle being unabdle to
reach the af s,

“We have to look at the entire possi-
ble scope of problems, not just life
threatening,” sald Councilman Donn
Wolt.

A life-threatening situation Is only
“the of the {ssue,” Wolf sald. He
add that property damage, similar to

hat occurred at the F.ad Roof Inn in
ml. must also be conaldered,
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