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Educating Sarah

She turned adversity of widowhood into treasury of

Monday, January 21, 1985 O&E

new experience

By Shiries Rose Iden

of the revolution was a grim reallty, Shreeman's
sister had been killed, Ilfe was cruel and cold, and

“There are thouzands of senlor cltizens who need

staft writer help, and I want to see that older people are treated
her parents feared for her, nicer,” she sald.
VEN WITHOUT formal book learning, Sar- They helped her cross the border to Romania by
ah Shreeman always felt educatad. briblng a guard. “My mother’s goal was for me to Y, the 70-year-old scholsy i= delng

Life, It scemed, had taught ber all she

needed to know without red brick schools,

notebooks and pencils, But a personal crisls drove

her to formal iearning and now she admits she's
richer for it.

Shreeman, 79, a resident of McDonnell Towers, a
winsome, petite gray-halred lady who smiles a lot,
turned the adversity of her widowhood inta a treas.
ury of new ience,

When her husband, Morris, dled 12 years ago, ber
world came crashing down around her, *It was
much worse for me than when my son died sudden-
Jy at age 25,

“1 was upset and insecure, T dido't know what to
do wlth myself,” she sald. *I was a home lady. Tak-
ing care of my four chlldren and Morris was my
whole llfe, And when he dled, I felt gullty that may-
be I didn't take good enough care of him.*

Alter 45 years as a homemaker, Shreeman didn't
know how to “make a chock.”

DEPRESSED almost to desperation, she lost $0
pounds, then developed dlabetes, suffered a heart
attack and underwent a mastectomy.

At first, she lived by herself in a small apart-
ment, then came to live at McDonnell Towers in
Southfleld. “This placo ia very nice and also they
Just take 30 percent of what you have,” she sald.

In apartment No, 207 Shreeman found pew hope.
After ali, there were others to say “good moralng”
to, even if you dldn't really mean it at first.

One day In 1978 she heard another woman talk
4 abaut gofng to high achool and she declded that

> though it seemed a bit scary thls might be just her
' cupoften,

So began the educating of Sarah Shreeman.

She learned that the SEMTA bus would take her
to the high schoot in Berkley where she earned her
diploma, and developed a distinct appetits for
learning. Around her, the flrst of her 14 grandchll.
dren were applying to profesalonal achools, Why
nug:er?

rough beglantngs, .
Shreeman came to Detrolt In 1922 from Russia.
“Icame because of all the trouble there,” she said.
the Ukrainlan town of Tomashpol, the terror
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Actor and entertalner Theodore
Blke! will participate [n the 1985 Allled -
Jewish Campaign's opening event at 6

2ongy, lore and legends that reflect the
unity of the Jewish people.
Ay an added attraction, “Partners,”

ity, Blkel has lormed on Broadway,
I.nyl.ondun an’d’e:‘n television, He bas

e Dttt Beasy, fiima ncladiog ~ cia) mezsilag thla Sunday, ay voltntoers :
“The Deflant Ones” for which he : learn how Allied Jewishk Campalgs meaning 7, o . i
mina- . {unds belp enrich the quality of Jewish peopla to strengthen thelr ties to t .
B DEARTRIFT  ancr e insmomeimiiens rimladindicr tO JOSE weight so |
Falr Lady." ot are e w! - :
in “The Reservatlons for the openlog and will reach 10,000 bouseholds in the BRODER ADDED that with Inflation agw - a
. SoEui?ql;{ Hﬁmng?ﬁtg‘lsmwpemy further information on Stper Week are metropolitan u;u . In Israel approaching 1,000 percent and Char' t Ies Can a I n ,\
o Opera,” and recelved special acclalm  available m:;: u;;! al:whh Welfare ldl)umky n:!:ldmlh:ht pvelun pu:. G eenonle, mettires m ;
. R d. , at $85-! . videa communl- (1 e ilv 0 elder - . D

;Y:ru;npeu:? 'ﬁ’uﬂ? ;;T:gmhufh‘:d Federation,at perse ;py | ymxn: p«:p[da and ne.";l Lmml. “ WelgbthA’ﬁm leeondu Quick it:;t Georpmf‘:nm for Cystic Fibrosls i
concert artist and raconteur, Bikel has . " grants will be moat adversely affected. for Charity -ralser is under . Foundal I
performed for audiences all over the Histo ives understand"']g particular concern Is the resettle: The format is the same as :.nt el wczs'r mrm:mmwm mnmm" m; i
Unlted States and promised to return 1o h ment of Ethioplan Jews, who reach ab-  where celebeities pledge to lose .loalpg for |

Detroit after an :ppunncc celebrat- . sorplion t;uml:;:“ 'lllm‘ c::’d! unndef- inds duriny ‘:d l.hme-w upweek l):lm an:lAWe Usedly for Fairlane Civitan

ccess - late George Kassabawm, an ar. history and our rich beritage. For more  standing o ons or  publle P N
i;gg;‘l;h of tho 1683 Alled Jem chlm has an"Ahnm :?' than 200 years, loyal patriots and con- any knowledge of Liraell soclety. of money on the waight loss of the Watson smm

The openi':i;hone of several events  can be betier understood with a knowl- cerned citizens bave worked to estab. *Our enmmunltyhnlpmug,uood “loser” to be donated to the celebrity’s pledge for 5t Patrick's Senior .ln':i-' I
the campalgn's “Super Week," m@m It Witk Febru- }Ilh our mocn% and the tmdl“ tions ::l ,‘?ppomrs l&r ﬁ': '(né!’n;:nn,’ Bmtkn‘t oder designated charity, . and WL fnehln Dews Mmm ] ! i
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Engde‘mll. in Istac) and around the of the American Revolutlon asks ev- ter, we ahould all Increase our knowl. z;gat we respond wl for Tntertm Home uod paming welght b rea.. 8t} i

get to Boston to an aunt azd uncle” she sald,

A LONG ocean voyage 1o America was made
bearable because ahe met a young man, also
the Ukraine, and when the boat landed, In

from
New
badan

PRESENTL
Just that. At & time when many In the labor market
can't find employment, Shreeman
paid volunteer at a Royal Oak Nursing Home,
“1 was hired by the Cathollc Social Services to
wnrlk' Ina care cen!cf where people have emotlonal

a job as 2

Zm-k, she and Morris Sh

2.

“He sald he'd send me a telegram when he
worked something out,” she sald, “He went {0 De-
troit becalso be had a brother here and 1stayed in

Boston, meanwhile,”

When Morris became situated, he sent the tele-
gram, went to Boston and he and his Sarah
married. Theypcttied fn Detroft, had two daughters
and two sons, and he became the proprietor of his

ustness.,

own rooflng by

Those were Sarab Shreeman's days as & “home
lady” who scrubbed and cooked and took care of the

house and family,

Y.
Following World War IT they Iost one son to a
of pneumonia days after he eame

virulent type
home from the service,

"All my chlldren are college graduates,” Shree-

mén sald proudly,

Now, the holder of an assoclate's degree herself,
she has completed further atudles In gerontology.

_—
‘There are
thoussnds of senior
citizens who need

the ed) of Sarzh help, and I want to
sse that older
SEMTA buses agaln were her way to a wider peoople are troated
understanding, to a hew dimension to ilfe. Her days nicer. 1 was hirod by
started carly, the apartment to stralghten, children the Cathollc Social
to check with, and then the long bus rides, o
They took her to the Southfleld, Royal Oak and  Services to work in
Orchard Ridge campuses of Qakland Community  a care canfer where.
College. She naver missed classes nor did she often people have
miss belng at the top of her class. Four years after emotional -
she began studying for her high school diploma, she roblems. I talk to
had earned an assoclate's degree In lberal arts P
from OCC, tham, touch them,
For the diminutlve student, having altalned this  fake them for s
level of was lib ! and walk,”
could only lead to more, a miracle conmaldering her — Barah Shreeman

,Entertainér opens
Jewish campaign

eryone to review agaln our exclting

plains,

. “1 talk to them, touch them, take hem for &
walk. They’re 80 anxlous. Some people there don't
&ven want {0 get out of bed, but when you get thelr
confidence they get better.

“My superior says I'm dolng good. My patlents

were

can't wait unti! I come back, I work from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. five days a woek,”
of cight people to care for and In pald $2 an hour.

As for the educatlon of Sarab Shreeman, there
may be another chapter still unwritten, .

“I'd Jove to do more If T could arrange transpor-
tation because I only need 17 more hours to get =
bilchelor's degree,* she aald. “But I have to goto
Wayne State University
take me there.”

The gerontologist, however,
hersel! to & new senss of respect
from family and friends, and the certainty that she
has worked out a meanlngful life for herself, evan
i It did tako ber a while. .

2 has a case load

to do It and Semta can't

bas alrezdy taken
self esteem, new

Sarah 8 t

to a fot

of to get her educa-

tlon, one of them Orchard Ridge In Farmrlnglon Hills, where she

earned her associate's degres In |

ibera! arts. Now she's 17 hours

away from her b

s degree In

Y.

“Our partners In need need you" Is
the message for the 1985 Allled Jewrish

Super Sunday

Volunteers keep lines busy with telephone appeal

tywlde appeal.
“Often they give as much as they
d and as-

ing the phone lines busy on behalf of
the cn;).)ﬂalp’a 60 Jocal and overseas
i

and around the world.

a3 important to offer help where it is
peeded,” she said.
" this time when we are fac-

dentity, Our campalgn theme, ‘We Are
One: Partoers for Life,' takes on a spe-

edge of what preceded It.

Here In the Detroit community, there
also are critical needs. Last year, for

Other agencles, such as the Fresh Alr
Soclety and the Jewlsh Community

Celebrities

>

Aged and the Jewlsh Federation Apart.
monts serve hundreds of elderly at var-

p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 28, in Adat X

‘s Su unda; recelve, example, the Jewlsh Famlly Services lous locations, including the new bulld-

gﬁ:"m Synagogue In Farmington f;;gf Et for ﬁrnfn. wys pm. Sun.  sistance to those they eall, They know and the Jewlsh Vocatlonal Service ings at Maple and Drake roads, but the
The unity is invited to join day, Jan. 27, they may be talking to someons who served a combined total of more than walting lists are Jong. .

ith ’B&"’lﬂ’"" Y evenleg of Jeatan Detrolt 13 one of more than 100 com. ~ can use the services of our agencles, 50 8,000 familles and more are awaltng  Campalgn chalrmen Robert H. Naf-

bt e it 1a & munltles natloowide that will bo keep-  while It La vital to get a pledge, it Is just  help. taly and Stanley D, Frankel noted that

ey D,
Isns! year, $403,809 was raised on Super
unday,
“In 1085," Naftaly sald, “we must

line up

a slide show about the many kinds of o3,
Several hundred volunteers will be  Ing some critleal situatlons somany of Center provided many youngsters with exceed that goal to meet the
Detrolt’s Ji "f:h' em:,f,‘:,aﬁn will be ukl.nvg contributors :o respond with  our elderly are turning to the organized  thelr single positive Jewlsh experience needs of the community and te create
P u:d ewish col 4 thelr Best pomble gift in support of wmm;mlty for hel]y. and large num; mthroush ﬂmwnnhlpjlﬂmh“ﬂéﬁ durl.nl g Dew services for those who requirg as- -
” . h t ho; in Israel  bers of young e are reaching oul e summer, e Jewl ome for ce.! v
A veteran stage and screen personal: human services here at home, Fail Jgo m&u“ o m :




