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By Doug Funke
slaff writer

Not all aviation originates from
major metropolitan airports.

Smaller facillties auch as Blg Bea-
ver Alrport, a private field in Troy
owned by Anna Main, and the Oak-
land-Troy Alrport, a county airstrip
at the Tmylﬂlrmh:ghnm city limit,
rarely scem to draw attention unless
a erash or forced landing occur there,

Crashes are actuslly rare ~ and
most often are attributed to pllot er-
ror,

Both alrports arc used primarily by
bualnesses, contributing to the growth
and economlc stabllity of neighboring
communltles. Yet the airports’ safety

Small alrnor

s filln

‘The average person doesn’t fly and
bas odd ideas. They think anyone who
files is a daredevil.

“We've been in bualness since 1945,
and [ never consldered It (alrport) un-
sale cxcept when Indlviduals made it
unsafe,” she added,

Chria Lentinl, manager of Oakland-
Troy and also a pllot, agrees that lack
of knowledge Is often at the root of
the few complaints he recelves.

“AIRPLANES SEEM to be a very
visible ltem. They get (he Imp

*You can go from here to another
field somewbere else that lsa't acces-
alble by a commerctal fleld,” he sald,

Lentini estimates that 80 to $0 per-
cent of all air tralfic at Oakland-Troy
is buslness related. During the winter
months, the facillty averages 20 take-
offs and 20 landings rcr day, he sald.
‘Those flgures doub) durlnu other
seasons.

“AN AIRPORT ia almost like an
extension of the road system,” Lentinl

only the very rich fly around and uso
nlmlum for pemnal pleasure. The

oppealte s true,” he sald.
Actually, business users predoml-
nate nowadays, sald Jokn Relge, who
ges Blg Beaver Alrport, and

and Is ques-
tioned.

“Why don’t people learn how to fly
30 they know what they're talking
about,” counters Maln. A pllot hersell
since 1947, Maln doesn't casily suffer
preconcetved notlons of the non-fller.

"People arc ignorant of aviatlon.

allnl,

“A lot of businesses In the commu-
nity beneflt from this airport being
close by,” Relge said. *These amall,
local airports — I don't want to say
they're almost necessary — they're
very convenlent for people who do
travel for business.

Anna Muln. owner ul Bly Bnnr Altpon.l,_':mllovu the smaller air-

e few that do

ports have

sald. "If you fttocars,it’sas
if every single car on the road ks pure-
iy for fun. Like people don't drive to

wor|
“Most flying is done for buslness
purposes. Most driving Ls done to lnd
from work or for bualness purposcs,”
hesald,

Both Oakland-Troy and Big Beaver
alrports were around long before in-
dustria) and resldent!sl development
sprouted around them, Lentin! and

Main sald,
“That's been the defense of alrports
all around the country,” Lentin! sald.
Typlcally, small aicflelds were
built i Isolated, open areas, (ben de-
velopment occurred and the new ar-
?v:d d'compmned about the alrport,
e

Main sald sho's expericnced some
problems in the past with developers
and bullders erronccusly telllng
would-be buyers that her alrport
‘would 3000 be closing.

“I let "em know we'ro not going to
close,” she sald. “I try to sympathlze
with 'era. Most people are reasonable.
Every once In a while you get a
crank. You can't do much with
cranks.”

EACH AIRSTRIP bas only one run-
way, Blg Beaver’s is 2,400-feet long,
Oakland-Troy’s 3,800. Neither bas a
contrel tower, Pllots can activate
runway lghts at each hy using a spe-

eed in area ﬂagh plan

The new terminal at Oakund-Tmy Alrpon was bullt last year after the eounry assumed owner-

ship of the alrport.

An ncculunll small jet wtll use

Oakland-Troy; only propa are allowed
at Big Beaver, About 120 planes are
stored at Oakland-Troy, Lentin! sald,
abaut 50 at Big Beaver, sald Malo.

Main’ sald ahe didn't how
many planes take off and land at ber
facllity every day and wouldn't spec-
ulate on & number. Her alrport is
pmﬂudbelg: but not by a large margin,

Oakland-Troy is closs to breaking
even financlally, Leatini sald, but Mt

Oamna-'rmy wera caused by equip
mﬂ:t lllhme lnd/or pllot error,
+ + . WS 1Ot & COTe

!.ribut.lnz llctor in any of these accl-
denls,” he sald.

ank Roach, a pllot from Oak
Park, sald he flnds Big Beaver tobe a
safe alrport, “City fathers won't ap-
prove building off either end of the
ruoway,” be gald

Roach sald he believes most accl-
dmtl m u\ued by pilot error, which

quite there. Both he and the county Stmbe],l'huyxulmtwha
have invested too much Lo the facility omxlnnn.\.ly {lies cut of Onﬂud-'hvy
to have It cloes, Lentint added. described the alrport as
Few residents or business peopla Auolnmy safe. |
va anf about “Troy can be viewed aa a
living and working 30 near thelr alr-  reliever airport for Metro or Oak- .
ports, the pair sald. land-Pontlac for that matter,” Strobel

The physical layout of their facills
ties seldom — if ever — contributes
z.u’uhcrlorced landing, they add-

sald, “It is the business alrport for
south Ozkland County.”
blames the medis for

Maln
sensationalizing the lnlraquunl
crashes which occur, “It's

THINK by
the FAA (Federal Aviation Adminis-
tratlon) attributes more than 90 per-
cent to pllot error, misjudgments and
80 forth,” Main sald, “Rarely can you
blame the n:rort unless they pu-k a
truck in the middle of the urpart.'

Len ted that two recent

bad t: gers. The only puhudly the
alrpor! neu Iz when tap.

of the road system,”

'Undemand.lug is probably the

\

“An alrport is almoat like an ex- -
tension of
said Chris Lentinl, who notes
most tratfic at Oakland-Troy is

b Iated.

best mfhg (wbl?‘; ::-‘pu!.u or Statt o b
em c) w we'te taff photos by
dolng Lentinl sald. "A lot of times Stephen Cantrell

they become better neighbors, more
erstanding.”

occur are uaually becnulo ol pilot error, she notes,

clal radlo frequency.

crashes and & forced landing near

INISIDE:

Know somcone doing something nota-
ble? Let us know. Write: Inside Angles,
Farmington Observer, 33203 Farming-
ton Road, Farmington 48024,

BRENDAN D. FITZPATRICK,
son of Brendan and Elalne Fitzpatrick of
Farmington Hills, kas recelved a four-year
Army ROTC scholarship. He waa selected
for the scholarship on the basis of compre-
hensive lests, high school =cholastic

and

The scholarship covers full tultion, text-

ks and laboratory fees and pays &
monlhly subsistence allowance. Upon grad-
uatlon and completion of the ROTC pro-
gram, he will be commlssloned as a second
lfeutenant. Brendan {s a student at the Uni-
verslty of Notre Dame, Ind.

STUDENTS FROM arca middie
schools will be joining In a creatlve compe-
titlon, turning snow !nto ley art for Franklln

llage
waw Sculpture Contest,” (mm 13 pam.
Saturday, Jan 26 In Frankiln Village, Visi-
tors are welcome to watch on Franklin
Road, ono mile west of Telegraph Road,
south of 14 Mile Road.

AIRMAN IST CLASS SU-
ZANNE M. DELONGCHAMP,
daughter of Alice Delongchamp of Farm-
ington Hllls, has graduated from the US.
Alr Force communications operallons spe-
clalist courss at Goodfellow Alr Force

Texas. Graduates of the course

they carned credits toward an assoclate de-
gree [n applied sclence through the Commu-
nity College of the Alr Force, She will now
serveat jcksands, England, with the
6950th Electronic Security Group. Suzanne
received an assoclate degree in 1983 from
Qakland Community College, Pontiac.

JANE PHILLIPS, dau;hur of Sal-
1le and Charles Phillips of Farmington Hilla
and a 1983 graduate of Harrlson High
School, has been inducted fnto the Golden
Key National Honor Soc!ely In
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ALICE NICUOLS‘ a long time resi-

dent of E‘amllngm rescoted the Jay-
cee Distln, Scrvlce Award for her au-
merous contributions {o the community Io

the field of the arta. She recelved the award
at the Farmington area Jaycees 16th Annu-
C 1 Prayer Bresk-

Jnne, o junior at Michlgan Stnle University,
1so been honored Sphinx Cha

Honor Soclety at Michlgan State University
as one of the top seven percent of her class,

DON JEAN, a sophniore at the Uni-
versity of Michigan was selected to play in
the All-American College Marchlng Band
during the Presidential Inauguration activi-
ties in Washington, D.C. Events included
*“The 50th American Presidentlal Inaugural
Gala,” “The Nallonal Pageant of Young

" and "The 50th Pres-

L)
idential Inaugural Parade,”

PATRICK J. McDEVITT, of
Farmington Hills was given dual honors aa
Salesman of the Year and Natlonal Salcs-
man of the Year by the Dakin Co. at lts
annual sales meeting held In San Francisco,
The awards are given In recognition of su-
perfor salea achievements as well as out-
atanding rervice contributiona to the com-
panyundlu cmlnmmnllhl.hemmd
wots these

learned how (o operate Ey3-
tems and analyze the effectivencss of com-
munlcation security measures. In addition,

has
awards and tha first to do 80 {n the compa-
ny's history.

a yer

fast held at Glen Oaks Country Club. John
Gross, WXYZ sports reporter, was the key
note speaker,

JOHN RONAYNE ANSTETT,
son of Bob and Estelle Anstett of Farming-
ton Hills, has been awarded academic bon-
ors at Oakland University. Students granted
(his standing must earn a 3.6 grada point
average.

THE NORTH FARMING’I‘ON
HIGH SCHOOL Orchestra

Boosters are sponso:

frult sale during January with dell
scheduled for about March 1st. The cost Is
$9 for a small box and $18 for a large. The
frult is shipped from the Florida Indlan
E‘:’;rndm Proceeds from this sale are

fray expenses for

ch;'ln members will be can
pelghborboods to take orders,
order by calling the North Farmington
School Mus{c Department at 626-8380 or hy
mell to $2000 18 Mile Road, Farmington
Hills, 48018,

Market helps sponsor child ID program N

WDIV-TV’s News 4, Pepsl, Farmer .Y-ck
and the Mlchigan Jaycees ave jolning to-
getber to sponsor a 15-week Child Identifi-
catlon Program to take place at all 65
armer Jack stores in Michigan.

mpmmmbegm.!m 19 and conlinues

weekend.

lmplred Tocally by News 4 Anchor Car
men Harlan's weekly “Child Search™
mnndmepwmxuuomldlmm
belp ﬂnd‘mlmi.ngd:udm. lh:pChlld lli:r?-o
gram offers parents
bring their children lo & Farmer Jack store

» and register forta free child Identification

card. Two cards will be provided; one for
the child mnm‘?m% lzzlomau:’n and
a photof and the ol or parents con-
hplx‘:ln F!p izl informatlon about the child
and the chl!d 's fingerprints.

By keeplng flngerprints on record, in

emergency oluuum parents con provide
information.

missing nationally each In
Mlm 4,000 children are nport:;" mlss-
Ing annually.

¢+ Carmen Harlan’s “Child Search” reports

alr on News 4 at 3 and 11 p.m. each Monday ~

and on News 4 at 1] p.m. on Fridays. The
“Child Search” project, ptodooed by Lisa
Rablnowicz, is coordinated in confunction
with other NBC stations scross the country.
Slnce Channel 4 began the reports in April
1984, more than a dozen reunions have oc.
carred nationally and four reunlons have
taken place locally.
For more informal

call 14004“41052 weekdays from 830
am.to5pm
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If you make your own
investment decisions, now
is the time to start trading
with Standard Brokerage
Services. You'll always get
competitive discounts on
commission fees as well as
courteous Service. -
Simply call 643-6505

in the Detroit metro area;
outside the Detroit area,
call 1-800-227-1490; or in
Indiana call 1-800-662-9589
to place your order. We'll
execute it promptly. You'll
receive trade confirmation
both by phone and in
writing. And you'll get a
complete monthly state-
ment. You can even settle
your trade by using
your Standard Federal
checking or savings
account.

Trade through any
Standard Federal
Savings office.

SAVE
UP TO

O%

on commission fees

RV ITIC!

With one call you can
place trades, get market
information, and receive
an immediate status
report on your account.
And qualified investors
can borrow on margin at
very reasonable rates.
Now, for a limited
time, with your next
trade...Get your copy
of the Qutlook Annual
Forecast special year end
edition, published by
Standard &
Poors.

Offer god whils mpplies e,

Scandard Brokeruge Seyvices,
Inc. s a registered bmh-r-
desler. Stendard Federal




