OCC won’t extend pact

By Kathy Parrish
olaff writer

Thls week, Oakland Community Col.
lege trusiees start figuring outyvhlt
kind of preaident they want next,

Retiring OCC Preaident Robert F.
Roelofs bas & suggestion. “That's easy.
He should be four-sevenths wimp and
three-sevenths leader,” Roelofs bitterly
told the board Thursday after It voted
4-3 against extending his contract an-
other year. .

In a spectal meeting to act on Roe-
lofs’ request, the board unanimously
gave bim a 3 percent pay ralse, upplng
his annual salary to $72,000.

But over objectlons from faculty
members, a narrow board majority
then denled his requeat to stay & year
beyond his June 30 contract explration,
A slx-month extenslon also wes denled
the 88-year-old president.

ANGRY OVER the decislon, Roelofs
charged that tha four board wembers
voted against kim for personal instead
of professional reasons, g the 2%
hour sesslon, be kept presalng his oppo-
nents to explaln their decialon,

For months, the board has been visi-
bly split In its loyalty to Roelofs. In
July, faculty and staff representatives

"The last reason I'd' like to stay for
:.:::.hﬁ year Is the people here want

DURING EVALUATION of Roelofs
last year, alx Lrustees rated the presi-
dent “superior” or “good” In achieving
college goals,

But the hoard sald he should improve
ituprove communieation with trustees,
1t sald he “does not keep the board of
trustees adequately informed about
pertinent college matters and does not
show l_('allldw\ trust or respect for the

Taking part i the evaluation were
present Lrustees Anderson, Rlckolh
an

“This board has been trying to work to-
gether and get Bob to do things,

“But that's Bob's way and the way he
wants to operats, and he's golog to use
the board.” -

o Reynolds, a former
teacher and currently head of the OCC
Foundation, explained that she and
Roelofs have “talked long and hard —
at one point for four bours.”

“Tve done & lot of soul searching.
But my charge as an elected offlclal is
to do what I feel is best for OCC. I
voted tonight 23 X fee] is best for OCC,"
sald the second-term trustee.

IN ATTENDANCE were 18 faculty

McTavish, Pappas,

Rifter. Former trusiee David Preston
abstalned, Wakefleld had pot yet been
elected.

In July, faculty and statf representa-
tives wrote Jetters to the board asking
for an end to the “apparent rift” be-
heetlil lhe";b:ard u:z; Eoelolls‘ At that
meeting, the president mpologized to
the board for saying ICV: previous
meeting, “I'm not going to lsten to a
bunch of Idlots any longer.” He said he
was “badgered for months" before he
made the statement to trustees,

HIS THREE supporters all praised
Roetol's while

expressed concern over the .
tion” of relations between the president
and the elected officials,

As expected, opposed to the exten-
slon were trustees Earl Anderson, Mad-
Ison Helgbls; David W. Hackel, Ro-
chester Hllls; Margaret A. MacTavish,
Blrmingham; and chairperson Suzanne
K. Reynolds, West Bloomfleld,

In favor of giving Roelofs another

Farmington Hills; Sandra L. Ritter,
Waterford; and Douglas Wakefield,
Southfleld.

* “I've not fawnid over the board the
way 2 lot of presidents do and the way
the board would like,” sald Roelofs,
who came to OCC in 1978 from Ma-
comb Communily College where he
was also president.

*“You have sald that how I treat you
is more Important than bow this col-
lege runs. You have sent my successor
and the enlire college a message.

ROELOFS ASKED for a year exten-
sion io order Lo work on several college
projects and to prepare one of his vice
presidents to take over at the top.

He told the board he wants to be in-
volved ln the evolving Qakland Tech-
nology Park and new UAW-GM Human
Resources Center. Both projects arc
based at OCC's Auburn Hills campus,

Roelofs also Is concerned about the

concern that six months is too short a
time to find another prealdent,

“P’'m concerned about how we aelect
a good president in less than five
months. 1 do want to make sure we
bave a good transition, a smooth transi-
tion and get the best person we can,”
said Pappas, a Farmington Hills attor-
ney In his firat board term,

Surprised by the vole, Ritter, a dls.
triet alde to a congressman, sald her
declslon to extend the contract was
based on the posltive evaluation, She
expressed concern there was no “sup-
p]vri material” to back up such a deci-
sion,

“I feel it's unfalr that we're doing
something we have told our adminis-
trators not to do,” sald Rltter, a sece
ond-term trustee. “We made & decislon
with no backup material.”

Wakefleld said he believes it would
help upcoming unlon negotiations it
Roelofs stayed, “I think we are faclng
some trying times with contract nego-
tiatlons, This la not the time to have
dlssenslon.”

NONE OF THE four who opposed

the contract cxtenslon offered reasons

why. But a visibly upset Roelofs

pressed for them, asking for a closed

;?slon to discuss the “charges” against
m.

uest

effects of Tax I'§
Authority (TIFA) act, which puts tax
money slated for schools into down-
town development Lnstead,

“"Why should an old buck golag to be
67 years old want to hang on?" asked
the prestdent, adding that there are al-
ways golng to be ongolng projects to
complete.

“But these are things that come once
in a lifetime that I'd like to see elabo-
rated.”

Roclofs added that there have been
many recent adminlstrative chenges at
0CC, which has two new provosts, “[
am strong for promotion {rom within
and would like to sce that happen,” he
explalned. “If 1 am here another year,
1t would put our administrators in posl-
tions to quatlfy for the presidency.”

‘The p the req
for a closed sesslon when OCC's attor-
ney sald there bad been no charges
made, Roelofs asked the board mem-
bers one by onc to explaln why thoy
opposed hls request.

“I think the board owes me an expla-
natlon of their declslon, and I'm asking
for It now," he sald angrily.

"I NO LONGER have the kind of
falth and trust in you I atarted out with,
try as I may,” sald Hackett, a teacher
and longtime trustee. Hackett sald the
president has not pushed hard encugh
for hiring of minorities and women.

Lengtime board member Earl An-
derson, a retired unlon official, sald
Roclofs has stated publicly that he
“doesn't nced a board.” He added,
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buy a quality new or used piano or organ at incredible
savings. Whether you're looking for a concert grand for
the stage, or a console for your living room, we're
convinced you'll find a plano to suit your needs. in our
organ department we have every organ sale priced,
including the amazing new Yamaha Electones. Don't
miss this exciting opportunity that comes around fust
once & year. Hurry to HAMMELL MUSIC and saveon a
new plano or organ, and make 1985 an enjoyable and
educatlonal new year for the whole family.
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