Alkateeb quits cable post

By Joanne Mailszewski
staff writer

The effect of a new federal cablo TV
law o0 local government ls one of
Familngion Rills Councllman Joo Al-
Xatoeh's reasons for tesigning from the
Southwestern Oakland Cable Commis-

Mayor pro
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‘of two reasons why the mayor pro tem
election should be post,

Wolf also asked for a postponement
becawse of Counciiman Chbarles Wil-
Uams' absence Monday.

“My main concern s that it's not a
full counci] and it's a pretty important

Jdecision,” Wolf sald. “I'm fust saying
+Jt's oot too flattering to the council if
-the mayor pro tem 18 done this way,”

But Councilwoman Joan Dudley sald
that “Mr, Willtams knew thls would be
on lhe agenda, He's in Acapulco. I be-
1&:::: (bl trip was planned for some

COUNCIL DEFEATED Wolf's at-
tempt to postpona the election as well
43 bis nomination of Soronen.

Marks offered three reasons for
oominating Alkateeb as mayor pro

tem.
“First, it's his turn,” Marks said, re-

slon (SWOCC) after only one year.
“With the recent federal legiatation I
{elt it was a waste of {ime,” Alkateeb
sald, *T felt my time would be better
served In other endeavors for the city.”
Lack of time was the second reason
given by Alkateeb for his resignation.
Farmington Hlls Councilman Ben

mtem

minding councll that the positions of
mayor and mayor pro tem are honor-
ary and o be passed down the lLine as
new peaple are elected (o council,

“Joe Alkateeb Is past due the honor-
&ry position of mayor. But we here to-
night can put Joe once agaln in line for
(bo top offica by acting In & statesman-
ke manger.”

By passing on the job ¢f mayor and
mayor pro tem (o those next In line,
Marks said, “personallties and polltics”
can be eliminated from the process.

Dolan, also mayor in 1078, told coun-
clt she weuld step dawm from ber post
to allow those who have not recently
held one of the honorary offices tobave
thelr turn,

"I feel that I innocently and uawlt-
tingly created the problem we are hav-
ing tonight," he sald.

Dolan indicated that all council
members except Alkateeb and Dudley,
who were on council n the ¢ity’s early
years, have not bad a recent chance at
serving in the bonorary positions,

DOLAN WAS elected as mayor pro
tem shortly after both Alkateeb and
Dudley werc re-elected more than a
year ago.
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Marka will replace Alkateeb on the siz-
member board, The board s comprised
of representatives from the clties of
Farmington, Fi Hills and
e 15-year
cable franchise held by the MetroVl-
¢lon cable company.

FEDERAL 1934 Cable Com-

;icked

“I just feel very badly belng the re-
peat mayor,” Dolan sald.

But Dudley put an end to talk of Do~
lan’s stepplag down.

“1 don't think you created a prob-
lem,” she sald. “I doo't want you to
atep down,

“I have to say I too think Joe (Alka-
teeb) deserves this honor,” Dudiey sald,
echolng Dolan's support for the coun.
cilman.

In touting Alkateeb’s qualifications,
Marks said that with five years on
councl! under his belt, “he has grown in
knowledge of the city and Its

munications Act, which became law on
Pee. 28, 1984, In no way took away the

of local
SWOCC executive director Lark
Samouelian sald.
“It only deregulated lhe rates, not
the * 2ald, “Th
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{MetroViston) sull must be the very
best they can be for the commualty,”
Samouellan said.

Under the new law, communities
malntain control over cable rates for
two years. After that, rates are set
solely by the cable operators.

Although considered a compromlse
between government and the cable In-
dustry, the law maintalns the integrity
of ;oc.al cable franchlses, Samouelian
sald.
Alkatech sees it from another per-
spective,

“WE DON'T have much control,” he
sald.
Besldes his feelings about the new
cable law, Alkateeb said he resigned

use the commission post “was tak-
ing too much of my limited Ume.”

. Alkateeb's lack of time for the job
because of his professional englncering
work was glven as the offlclal reason

bls

grown in the abllity to see himself and
his duties a3 an open-minded represent-
ative of all the people, and he haa dem-
onstrated that be can see the many
aldes of a question. )

. .. he has emerged as a person
who can admit bis errors and go on
with getting the job done — a quallty
we can all recognize as necessary in an
effective counell member.”

And third, Alkateeb “bas already
proved he can be an able chalrman for
council meetings,” In Dolan's absence,

for said.
Samouellan sald that, particularly
with the new federal law, the commis-
sion has been prelty busy.
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“It’s not our Job on council to engi-
neer,” sald Mayor Pro Tem Joo Alka-
teeh. "Basleally I don't think we are In
a posltion to deny.”

Although some councll members in-
dicated they wanted to postpone ap-
g:nvnl, Sandy Layne told counci) mem-

rs he needed a declsion because of
flnanclal reasons,

“The property has been xoned and it's
a good use of the property,” said Coun-
cllman Ben Marks, adding Brooks &
Layne Is willing to meet the strict
codes of bullding in & floodplaln.

“The man is entitled to get his

« « " Marks sald,

In approving the preliminary site

plan, council added several stipulations

Flood plain project OK’d

ldul[ncd to relleve the clly from Linbil-
ty: .

@ Davelopers must Indemnify tbd
clty for damage resultlng from any
Mooding at the apartment complex.

® The apartment lease agreements
must [ndicate that the parking area Is
susceptible {0 flooding.

& Permanent signs must. be In.
stalled in the parking areas Indicating
the area may flood.

When council expressed more con-
cern about potential property damage
future residents of the complex might
suffer, Layne agreed to lnvestigats the
chances ¢f gefting fosurzsce o0 rosde
dents’ vehicles.

Approval from the planning commis-
slon and city enginecering department
will be requlred defore Brooks and
Layne receive a bulding permit for the
complex,
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that once were done causo
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reatmont for muscia paln involves therapy
dirocted toward the arthritls, when the Joint
Inflammation Is controlled, the muscle paln will
coasa.
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