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By Joanne Maliszewsk|
ataff writer

It was the late 19503, carly '60s, &
bank robbery had just occurred at a lo-
cal Farmington bank. Officers from
both Farmington and Farmington
Townshlp were looking for the suspect
and gelaway car,

Earl Teeples, an officer with the
Farmington Township police depart-
ment, was ln his patrol car near 12
Mile when the getaway car drove right
past him,

“He hod a knack for being at the
right spot at the right time," sald City

Manager Robert Deadman about the
veteran police officer.

Tecples, a former Farmlngton Town-
ship supervisor and longtime member
of the township police department, dled
last Friday at his home on 14 Mile
Road in Farmington Hills, He was §1.

The Ufelong Farmington Township
resident was a descendant of the area’s
earllest settlers.

But Teeples Is best known for his
years oo the townshlp polico depart.

meat and his switch to politics In the s

late 19805 as Farmington Townshlp
was heading toward Incorporation as
the clty of Farmington Hills,

WAB VERY, very industrious,”
sald 47th District Jodge Michael Hand,
torney and Teeples dcm:
a

tve. “He was one of the better detoc

tives I have run across In my career,”
Finding the truth was the Important
aspect of his police work, Hand said,
whether trylng to prove a suspect's In-

nocence or gullt.

';!le was very falr-minded,” Hand
id.

Farmington Hllls Lt. George Maler,
who was also a township detective,

Former township chief Teeples dies

lt]mnd the same characteristics iy Tee-
ples.

“He was a very dedlcated police offi-
d by

TEEPLES' short-lived polltical ca-
reer atarted in the early 19703 when ho
ran for township 3upervisor, trouncing
a 10-year I

cer,” Maler sald. “As a e
used 10 work endless hours to crack a
case.”

Before his arrival in the townshlp po-
lice department, Maler said, Teeples
owned his own sceurity and investiga.
tive service In Detroit,

“He was a good hard-working cop,"
Deadman said. “But he was a little con-
troversial. That's how he got iato poli-
tics,”

But Teeples' political career paral.
leled at first the township's move to
consolldate with the clty of Farming.
tan and then Incorporation into the clty
of Farmington Hills,

“Earl was a real ambltious person. A
bard worker. He had a jot of asplra-
tons and goals for himsslf and the
city,” Maler aald. “Things went up for
him and then suddenly they dipped.”
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How area survived
Alberta Clipper

By Tom Baer
staff writer

HITE SLIPS of paper, ar-
ranged In neat rows, cov-
ered Ron Benner's desk In
the Amoco station at

Grand River and Power Road Mondny
motning.

On cach slip was a location and the
same of a person left without transpor-

Hawks
principal
retires

By Tom Basr
-statf writer

. Students baven't changed much over
‘the years, but the school system that
educates them certainly has.

- That's the opinlon of Farmlington
Harrison High School Principal James
Gelger, who'll be retiring in Junc after
serving the Farmington Public Schools
as a teacher and administrator for the
past 35 years,

tation because a car refused to function
In a frigld blast which, a few hors car-
ler, had dropped temperatures to
around 15 degrees below zero,

The cold snap, which followed a six-
to-seven-lach snowlfall, was beaded
south by Monday morning, but in Its
wake were closed schools, broken fur-
naces, frozen pipes, all, stroeets
and shivering cltizens. ppery

“You'll be real lucky If we can tow It
In today,” sald Benner, faclng a man
whose Maverick had given up at Seven
Mile Road and the Southfleld Express-
way. Benner didn't have time to talk it
over. He was busy answering two con-
stantly ringing telephones.

“We're running right now about four
houra behind, ma'am,” said Benner, the
statlon’s owner, to a caller. "Would you
1ike us to put you on our list?"

She did, and another whlte slip joined
the ranks,

Benner, one of the many tradesmen
kept bopplng during the bad wealher,
had three tow trucks and a service car
on the road jump starting or towing
stranded motorlsts. .

But he was running way behind Mon-
day morning, and his customers
weren't bappy about that,

“That's the herd part . . , your good
custiomers, you get 'em mad at you,” he
said. “Most of ‘em understand, but
they're never understanding enough.”

BENNER, WHOSE station was sold

b

Ploasa turn to Pago 8

out of cold alds such as dry
gas, windshleld washer solvent and
antl-freeze, couldn't offer much advice
for drivera of cars left In the cold.

“Your car's got Lo be just about top
notch Uf it starts in this weather,” he
aaid. "Most of our calls are on 1933 or
'84 cars.”

Furnace repalrmen, It's a good bet,
weren't home watching Lucy reruns
during the cold apell,

“Furnaces run a Nttle harder and so
motors and bearings and things tend to
break down in cold weather,” said Cliff

cCourt, co-awner of Day and Night
Heating and Cooling on Orchard Lake
Road. His personnel were on 24-hour
call,

“You get Into your truck and it's
cold, and by the time you get the fur-
nace flxed and back in it, it'a cold
agaln,” McCourt sald,

“But we respond. There's a little
more urgency to It when you have the
weather below zero, and espectally

i

1

RANDY BORST/statt photographer
College’s wnow-awapt Or-

James Geiger  with this wind chill.” Androa Lipan, a well-bundled 3-year-old, needs
35 years of service Pleasa tum to Page 15 some pull from her mother, Cheryl, to get around
what’s inside
oral quarrel
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chard Ridge Campus Monday.
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Take your stand
on abortion issue

Advocates of both sides of an emo-
tional Lzsue were out In force across
the natlon this week on the occasion
©of the 12th anniversary of the U.S, Su-

Court declsion that teed

banners carried by the pro-life (anti.
abortion) demonstrators. Not to be
outdone, holders of the oppasite view,
‘calling themselves pro-cholce, also

have staged marches and rallles.
Today's Oral Quarrel question ia:

How do you stand oa the the abor-
tion question? Pleass explaln why you
{eel the way you do?

To answer this question, call 477-
5498 any time before 1 p.m. on Fri-
day, Jan, 15, To sce how your neigh-
bors feel about this Issue, pleass look
in Monday's Farmington Qbserver.
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City
protests
fed cuts

By Joanne Maliszewskl
staff writer

It may be Presldent Reagan's Inay-
gural boneymoon, but Farmington offi-
clals aren't wasting time in leiting his
adminlstration know they want a care-
ful and complete review of pi
budget cuts *deslgned
growing federal deficit.

That doesa't mean counclt membern
plan to be selfish about tha federal
money that trickles down o the local
coffers. *

“Their (clty councll) overriding con-
cern is a $200 biillon deficlt,” zald City
Manager Robert Deadman. “Ciiles aro
just one part of the total problem n the
deficit.”

In a unanlmous vote, council adopted
a resolution Monday urging Reagan's
administration to carefully conslder
the Impact of proposed budget cuts on
local government,

THE PROPOSED ellmination of
state and local tax deductions Is the
plan that most bothers councll, desplte
a !lébtd to trim the deflcit, Deadman
sald,

“It ean be argued thet to do this
would cause the taxpayer to pay taxes
on top of taxes already pald," Dead-
man safd. “It further Increasea the dif-
flculty of local government to tax for
the revenues necessary to continue pro-
viding services in arcas which the fed-
eral government is reduclng funds.”

“Counell believes this s double taxa-
tion,” Deadman added,

Although not quite as worrisome as
the proposed elimination of tax deduc-
tions, some of the Reagan adminlstra-
tion's other proposed cuts wiil also af-
fect Farmington.

Number one on the list Is the pro-
posed elimlnation of federal shared
revenue In 1687, Presently Farmington
recelves $57,000 a yenr from this fed.
cral program. This money is generally
used to belp support fire and police ser-
vices, Deadman sald.

REAGAN'S PLAN also calls for cut-
ting by 10 percent the Community De-
velopment Block grant money gener-
ally distributed to local communlties,
Farmington generally recelves about
?u.oou annually. The money is used

or I 1o low-t d

income arcas as well as for sidewalks
and projects for senior cltizens and
bandicapped citlzens,

Pleasa turn to Page 6

suspecte scught

A masked gunman took almost
$7,000 from the owner of a Farmington
Hilla restaurant carly Monday morn-

B.

Ted James, owner/manager of Chef
1ol plic i guncna 180 Ihd o pet
told police the gunman a -
ner nu remained out of sight during
the armed.robbery which occurred at
8:45 a.m. Monday,

James told police that he was in the
restaurant’s office, behind the eating
and bar area, when a man wearing &
red knit skl mask walked In and-point-
ed a revolver at him. The restaurant's
{ront door was unlocked, accordlng to

potlce.
“Don't move. Give me any money

you have," the gunman said, according
to James,

James gave the gunman money out
of his own pocket as well as money
from an open restaurant safe, pollce
sald.

James sald he knew the gunman bad
a because he heard another
man talking to the guaman as he
walked into the restaurant office, po-
lce said,

‘The gunman is described as about 35
years old, alx feet tall and about 250
potinds, police sald. When st seen, the
gunman was wearing a lulll xm‘ a'
dark green three-quarters length ja
and dark trousers.




