Homeowner rebates better

?‘y Tim Richard
statf writer

“* Gov. James Blanchard wants to increase
property tax rebates 10 percent to home-
owners and renters.

He also wants to write taxpayers & sepa-

Tale rebale check 30 they won't confuse
thelr property tax rebates with thelr ln.
_come tax refunds.

But be will realst any effort to roll back
“the 1983 state Income tax hike carller than
118 scheduled expiration date of 1987,

- “It is clear that Michigan's property tax
3 the most burdensome of our state taxes”
the governor sald as be launched his cam.
palgn in several Michigan cities lazt week.
_ "By comparison, Michigan's [ncome tax
sand sales tax are below many states, It's the
-Property tax that's way out of line,"

= HERE'S HOW the rebate system works
~and how Blanchard would change It:

< If your property taxes are In excess of 3.5
ercent of your household income, then the
wlate rebates you 60 percent of the excess

x.
= Michigan property taxes — which sup-

sty

~ ‘It is clear that Michigan’s
property tax is the most

2~ burdensome of our state
taxes. . . By comparison,
Michigan’s income tax
and sales tax are below
many states. it's the
properiy tax that's way
out of line.’
-~ Gov, Jamos Blanchard

B

port connty, community college, city, town-
ship and school distriet governments -- o+
tal $5 blllion a year, state Treasurer ttobert
Bowman said, Of this, §3 blilion I pald by
residences,

In calendar 1984, the state pald back $644
milllon in resldential rebates. Blanchard
proposes to use $85 miltlon of a projected
$70 mlllion state surplus to fatten the re-
bate packzge to about $720 million. The
Iatter checks would be sent out in 1988,

Bowman sald 1.5 millfon Michlgan faml-
les — about 58 percent of the total —
receive rebates. Nearly all are below the
$68,000 income level.

The average rebate Is $400, It would tn
crease (o $440 if Blanchard's plan passes
the the Legislature, Bowman sald.

The rebates would be hiked by Increasing
the dollar amount though not by lowering
the threshhold below the current 3.5 percent
of income, “There's no need to tinker with
the system,” Blancbard sald.

ALTHOUGH STATE polltical leaders
speak proudly of the rebate system, some-
times known as the “cireult breaker’
Blanchard sald “there's a lot of confusion of
lh: pr:pcﬁy tax rebate with the income tax
refind.”

So beglnning with 1986 refunds (for the
1885 tax year), the state will issue separate
checks, Bowman said.

In 1968-8, when Gov. Willlam G. Milllken
inaugurated the system, a singlo check was
2ent out with no differentiation between in-
come tax refund and property tax rebate.

In recent years, the treasurer sent out a
single check but noted on the stub that part
was {or an income taz refund and part for a
property tax rebate (see sample in photo).

To further educate the public, Bowman's
olflce will operate a toll-free hot line to an-
swer questions from 8 2.m. to 8 p.m. dally
on state and taxes and the rebate. The num-
ber is 1-800-202-MICH,

4103709-0¢19 050 79700973
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out two separate checks.

This stub shows how state income tax refunds
and property tax rebates are lumped into the
same check. In 1886 tho state treasurer will send

;han rollback — Blanchard

Gov. James B
property tax “burdensome”

WHILE REPUBLICAN lawmakers con-
tinued Lo call for 2 rellback In the Income
tax rate, two suburban Democtrats appeared
at Blanchard’s news conference near De-
uialt Metropolitan Alrport to endorse the
plan.

Rep. Jusline Barns, D-Westland, In her
second House term after nearly 17 years on
the Westland City Councll, called the prop-
erty tax “most regresalve.” She agreed with
Blanchard that “people do not understand
the cireult breaker,”

Rep. James Kosteva, D-Canton, said re-
bates are Important to western Wayne
County homeowners because of “very dra-
matic inflationary pressurea in the 1970s;
and the large millage increases they voted.”
The freshman legislator said he was “en-
couraged” by the Blanchard plan.

Seminar offers
builders advice

NCI Assoclates Ltd, will offer a free
seminar on obtainlng a Michigan resi.
dentlal buflder’s license, €9 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 24,

The seminar will be at Blrney Migd-
dle School, 27225 Evergreen (corner of
11 Mlle and Evergreen), Southfield. .

 January 24, 1985 OLE

willow

THE AT LEAST

30% OFF

SALE

IFIT'S ON SALE, IT'S AT LEAST 50% OFF.
NO MATTER WHAT THE TAG SAYS.
THAT'S ALL - THERE IS TO ITH!

NOW IN PROGRESS
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DOWNTOWN WYANDOTTE STORES

BIRMINGHAM * GROSSE PQINTE ¢ DETROIT * SEARS
UNCOLN PARK SHOPPING CENTER ® MEADOWBROOK
VILLAGE MALL. ROCHESTER © PLYMOUTH

=Some iems priced even lower.

Sofes include foshuons for the full figured
woman Downlown Wyondofte only.,

Sofe ends jan 315t

2926 Buddle

‘This program will be an
to the course “Residentlal Builders
Fundamentals"” and s designed for the
geoeral public or skilled trades, No
previous tralnlng or experience s re-
quired,

Call 772-8390 to rescrve a place.
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| All Health-tex® is now at
Aour everyday low prices.

No more walling for sales lo come around while your kids get
blgger and blgger. Hudson's and Health-tex® have jolned lorces
to bring you lirstrale quallty kids' clothes at the same low prices
every day. That's what we mean by Value Plus! Health-tex® clothing
Is available (n all size ranges for kids. You'ii find a lorge seleclion
of styles and colors, from the basics to the newest rends. In
Children’s and Hudson's Rainbow stores.
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N
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Everyday Low Discount Prices

ACCENUTS tontess—

© Convenlonl Paiking © Free Gift Wrap o Bridat Roglstry

© Mail Orders © Phone Ordors: 642-6655

©We Accept Americon Express - MaslerCord - Visa

© Gourmet Appliances ¢ Cookware

oDinnerwore o floiwate o Table Linens ©Lamps
o Cryslal o Stemware o Biass & Wood Accessorles

o Farberware © Aynsley o Balos o Colony © Club Aluminum o Miro
© Nowdlcware © Imperlal ©libbey ©Toscany © Quakes Lace

o Oslor o Ciistal D'Arques o Landes o Plallzgrotf o Anchor/Hocking

y
R

Save on in-sfock pieces

of Lenox sculptured
gittware Individuot

pieces ore hondcraited
ond grocetully adomed

On Sale Jonuary 24 Thiu January 26

10 ennch any seting

Ot oCCcQsion.

U3 YOUR HUDION'S SHOPPING CARD, V-SAY
MarerCoa! o Tno Amencon bixot Co'd R

223 W. Mople, Downiown Birmingham.
Open 10-5:30 Mon,, Tues., Wed.,, Sat:; 10-9 Thurs., Fil.; Closed Sunday.




