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':Prmc'lpal recalls earlier days in district

0od Lo work with as they were when I “Of course, things were a lot simpler The Farmington Board of Education home “a good portion™ of the year and

fum" Y at that time," he added. “Our curri pnl- lust Tuesday voted to post the opening spend the winter months In a Sarasota,

Gelger, who turned €3 last Decem- lum and extra activitles, although of hl;h school pnnclpal lnd to plck & Fla., coedo .
ber, used the words “less busy” to de-  there were & lot of them, were much screen appll- “That's our Inftial plan,” Gelger safd,
scribe the Farmington school system of lm’rodu 5. tteh 1210 thiogs Ik has boen aloed me‘uwbe ug::.m%v ma"k:v%m
35 years ago. § y we've gol to things like um-,cdu a very valu o

y ‘ career m"lm“nlz and college counsel. employee nfnd we think his retirement who livea o West Bloomfleld and two

lhoédﬂ be highlighted,” Supt. Schulman
said.

Continued from Page 1
“Students havent changed much,”
said Gelger, who signed on as a mathe-
+ matles teacher at the old Farmlogton
High School In September of 1950,
“Students are just as ambltious and

Community band
performs at mall

perintendent, and stayed for almoat 17
Gel‘er became Harrison's second
Supt. Lewis

(Su ‘was
the first) in Apﬂl of 1978, '
Tho Gelgers, now Fi Hills
residents, first located In Radford
T ip because “there were very
!ew new homes being bullt In Farming-

“I remember looklng around out
here, and It may seem atrange to say It
ng;v, but we couldn‘l flnd anythlng suit.
@

But Farmington Schools suited them

Inlx and a whole host of things, It takes umu Fu&dﬂunw& 5o we want to
08 t0 them, 160,
ﬁn:;%:: ;:,ﬁﬁdud we have to cover & Xnd another thing Is certain, Gel
Gelger's wife of 41 years, Ruth, has AFTER RETIREMENT, the Gelxen sald. “We're not golng to forget -bou:
been a teachers's alde in the Farming- intend to lve in thelr Farmington Hills Farmington."
ton Diatrict for Uu last 12 years, She
also will retive in June.
After spending ‘the World War I

The Farmingion Communily Band
will headline um {lfth annual Fuuval
of Community Bands at 12 Oaks Mall,
all day Saturday,

Included in the day-long event are
six community bands from Novl, Plym-
outh, Lansing, Blrmlngham, the South-
Onklnnd area and the Farmington
band. The program will be divided into
two parts featuring the Novi band at 11
a.m., the Plymouth band at 12 noop, the
Lansing band at 2 p.m. and all three
groupsat 1.

‘The second portion will feature the
South-Oakland band at 4 p.m., the Bir-
mingham band at 5 p.m., the Fnrm].nﬂ
ton band at 7 p.m. and the three bands
comblned at 8 p.m.

Carl Grnpcnune Is the speclal guest
for the day, announcing for all six
groups. and alnging Tolos with the

band. Car|

is mere

"“The Festival Includes six cxcellent
community bands,” sald Paul Barber,
founder md dlrector of the Farmlnglon
Community Band, “We started with
four banda four years ago, and were

nppmchnd by s0 many other :ommu .

nity bands who wanted to
that we {Inally moved It to & Salnrday
:ndd:xpanded the program to six

Twelve Oaks mall is In Novi, on Novi
Road, between 12 Mile and 1-96. The
concert will take place In the center
court of the mall, where plenty of good
viewing apace ls available,

The Farmington Community Band i3
in its 19th season, and Is open to alf
Interested adults and to high school stu-
dents by audition. The band rehearses
on Tuesday nights, 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the
Harrison High School musle sulte, For
about the concert or

ulv.‘ offlcial announcer for the Univeral.
ty of Michlgan Bands, and is also a disc

the band, contact Paul Barber at 474-
8441 or Mary Orwig at 477-3598,

years tralnlng bomber pliots, Gelger,
born and ralsed in Delta, Ohlo, took an
undergraduats degree n! the Unlversl.
ty of Toledo and a master’s at the Uni-
vmlty of Michigan,

‘Alter T came up here for the mas-
ter’s, I gueas I felt that getting a posl-
tlon here fn Michigan was the thing to
do,” e zald. “'So I looked around a little
bit and ended up in Farmington.”

GEIGER BECAME Farmiogten
High's asslstant princlpal In 1959, the
year that the school was moved to ita
present location on Shlawaasee Road.

He moved up to principal in 1956, re-
placing Gerald V. Harrison (alter
whom the high school opened In 1969 is
named), who became an assistant su-

Just fine,

“When I first began, we were kind of
combined junior-senior high achool,” he
remembered, “It was a falrly small
and maybe a more personal Altunuon In

those da;

“It wﬂ kind of nice that students
from the whole communlity cama to
one school 50 that we had them all. You
had the advantage of having the talent
from the whole community i one

school.”

The Gelxen are happy they stayed

all these

“We decl\ied not to make changes on
a couple of occaslons along the way,”
he sald, "My wife and I have ltked it

bere”

[
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