Some balk
at paying more
for People Mover

By Kathy Parrish
atoft writer

After mooths of ahaking thelr heads over rising
ﬁu of the Downlowa Peaple Mover, Southeastern
chigan Transportation Authority (SEMTA) board
members finally sald “Whoa.” wetl{(llmo-t. )
“ F,Rx.r u.;l‘. ?o 11 SEMTA board
lor '8 moeting voted againat increaaing the
project’s cost by $38,512. A two-thirds vote was
noeded to spend the money, which 1a slatad for revi.
slons to the structural system of DFAM'S Mainte-
nnap:u Col:}‘ml Facility,
o the board later a the
some members volcod lmm:dover m
<costs of the troubled rapld transit syatem. Original.
ly expected to run about $138 million, It fa now
estimated at $192 million.

“I AM VERY distrezsed about how we're manag-
ing the profect, controlling the costs,” sald sscond
J Sorones,

vice chairman Jo 3

“1 find mysel? with little alternative except vot-
Ing ‘No.’ 1t's almoet unbearable the altuation I find
myself in a3 & board member. I don't know how to
put a cap on the cvsts,” addad the Farrnlngton Hills
t!iyvco;:cu metnizer.

“Voting Yea' in & sense says I'm agreelng with
all the things I'm unhappy with," ¢

While votlng to spend the money, Nans! Rowe
asked SEMTA general manager Albert Martin to
have .x':u siaff “stop writing agenda itema and talk

to us,

“We'ro told if we vote ‘No* the project 18 going to
cost more and yet If wo vola "Yes' we're afrald
we'll be lable for something forever,” sald tha De-
trolt attorney. .

“Ul wo're gonna rubber stamp something, it
should be something we believe in."

VOTING AGAINST the $88,512 expenso were
board members Tom Fegan, Walter Franchuk, Dla-
na Kolakowaki, and Soronen,

Favoring it were Phillp Dondero, Ted Frants,
Chester Jurewlcz, Richard Manning, Maleolm
Dade, Rowe, and chalrman Tom Turner.

But after reconaldering the izsue, the board voted
to spead the money. The motion waa approved in &
volce vote without a roll call,

Turned urged the action, btaming poor prelimi-
nary engineering for the rising costs. Ho also as-
sured board members that SEMTA ataff {3 working
*day and night” to keep tho project on track,

“This project will come in under the projected
$200 million we talked about, but we need help
from this board — and from the naysayers out
there who think this is a white elephant,” satd the
Detroit representative firmly,

“I feel very confident that we are beginning to
put round pega in round holes for the first time.”

“YOUR STAFF 1s just as frustrated as sach and
overy one of you must be,” added general manager
Martin, adding that the money ksn't golng into new
changes,

“We're cleaning up a project that's been in trou-
ble a long tlme because of very poor prellminary
englneering, There 1s a cap out there we are work-
ing toward.”

Traffic death
count is up
slightly in ’84

The Tralfic Improvement Assoclation of Oakland
County (TIA) reported 125 traffic deaths reported
in 1984 and 117 In 1983,

The last year in which fewer traffle deatha were
recorded was in 1962, when the trafilc toll in Oak-
land County atood at 115.

The 1984 (atalltles represent at 6.9 percent in-
crease over the precedng year. Trafflc fatalitics
statewide in 1984 were 13.2 percent higher than the
preceding year — 1,509 as compared to 1,381,

BRUCE MADSEN, TIA managing director, sald
trafflc authorities of Oakland County were con-
cerned early this year about a substantial increase
In traffic fatalities which oceurred during the first
few months of 1984, .

“During the first quarter there was a alight ln-
creass In the number of fatal aceidents, but several
of these resulted In multipte fatalltles which pushed
the traffle toll 75 percent above the same period in
19B3,” Madsen sald,

The unusual {ata) accident experience resulted in
stepped up prevention efforta on the part of local
authorities.

The work of spectal alcohol enforcement teams
comprised of sherill's department personnel and lo-
cal pollee officers has played a signlficant role ln
this reduction, according to TIA.

‘THIS OBSERVATION Is based, [n part, on the
fact that alcohol-related fatalitles in deslgnated
target aveas werce down 60 percent last year com-
pared to the two year period prior to 1980, when
the ywid ::lhc:gol and

roject was launched.
P ’l!lA reported that approximately $700,000 was
spent on thia project from mid-1980 to mid-1983,
during which time there was an estimated $15.6
million reduction Ln the cost of alcohol-related acel-
dents,

TIA reported that other factors which helped
keep fatalities down Include improvements in ue';l!

medl-

f:l:l services and :e'l';!cle safety engloeering.
Languages taught

to spoak Arable, French, German,
Jnm;t:‘mmn, Spanish or Portugese for the for-
elgn professional in just 12 weeks through the Unl-
veralty of Detroit's intensive language program.
.D's classes utilise the {nnovative Dartmouth
rapld learning method. The language classes vr:u
start Jan. 21 at lmum in downtown Detroit,
Detroit,
Nﬁ'e::oument information, call U-D’s divislon
of continulng professional education at 927-1035.
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When it Comesio

Health Care Experience,

Nothing Eilse Comes Close.

HEALTH ALLIANCE PLAN.

Because HAP has been around iwo fo three fimes longer thanallits . .
imitators, you get the experience others can't give. And the quality, valug, .
innovation and convenience that comes with that experience.

People trust HAP to deliver the kind of quality health care they need.
For 25 years HAP has provided quality coverage that combines personalized
medicine with the latest in fechnology. And the value that comes from

never having to pay a doctor bill again. :

HAPs innovations began 25 years ago.

We expanded the concept of health care coverage to include preventive
care such astesting, health classes and seminars. And now you can get
optical services and eyeglasses at any of the fen Hudson's Optical Centers.
Plus fill your prescription at conveniently located Perry Drugs.

Convenience is another important way HAP makes health care better.

Because with easy access, you're more likely to take care of the things you

should. When you should. And with HAP's 16 centers, plus four new facilities
that will open this year (in Taylor, Warren, Rochester, and Southfield), theres
one in your neighborhood. Unlike other heaith care plans, HAP has 6
emergency rooms open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. If you can't getto a
HAP emergency facility, you can use any facility, anywhere And you don't
have fo'call us first.

So when it comes to your health, don't take chances. Choose the health
care plan with the most experience, Health Alliance Plan.

Lhap

872-8100

FORD MOTOR AND GENERAL MOTORS EMPLOYEES

CAN SIGN UP NOW.
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