Thuraday, Js 31,1938 O4E

(-]

iz

P K /,Vfﬂl;,; o s
22

TRy, 5
DOLLARS >/ i
Yoe gyt Co :

i B el

3

BYEPHEN CANTARELL/statf photographer

Jack Clemons of Birmingham has about 1,000 Coln Club which is sponsoring a show this wook-
bills of paper currency in 50 years of collecting. end.
L He's president of the Birmingham-Bloomficld

| History buff keeps

money where his |
longtime hobby is

By Dave Varga
staff wrller

Not many people would know what
to do with a $50 blll engraved with
the name “First Natlona) Bank of Blr+
mingham” and a plcture of John Sher-
manon it.

Jack Clemons of Blrmingham does.
He would put it with the other bank
notes he has collected during 50 years
of buylng and “horse trading® paper
currency.

Clemons s president of the Rlr.
mingham-Bloom{leld Coln Club which
will hotd its 213t annual coin show 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday at the Birmlng-
}zﬁm Masonic Temple in Bloomfield
His collection includes about 1,000
bllls from various parts of the coun.

- try and the world. But his specialty is

bank notes from different Michigan
cities — some rare, some not.,

Hls hobby allows Clemons to keep
up on ancther favorite pastime.

“I've been a hlstory buff all my
Iife,” sald the 60-ycar-old man, °It
constltuted a mafority of my reading.

“WIIEN 1 STARTED collecting
these things were 15 lo 25 cenls.
That's the maln reason I started col-
lecting them. They were very cheap,
and [ think they're very historle.” .

The history he has learned In his
:;Op:dence 43 a collector could {tll a

For instance, one bank note from
the Clinton Canal Bank in Pontlac s a
somewhat rare blll that was drawn
agalnst a project that never made it.

The Clinton Canal was supposed to
be a water thoroughfare running
{rom Mount Clemens to Kalamazoo In
the late 1830s, Clemons sald. The
bank was staried to finance the
project.

Rut the project “never got off the
boards,” Clemons sald, use rall.
road constructlon was increasing in

popularity as a cheaper method of
transportation. Also the depression of
1837, which broke many a , tnd-
crmined the potentlal flnancial suc-
cess of the Canal Bank.

AS WITH A lmited oumber of
other “broken bank” notes, the Clinton
Canal currency was used up by ad-
vertlsers who would Lmprint slogans
to sell tobacco or advertisa thelr
clothlng and tallor shops on the er:=n-
tlally worthless bills,

* “Thesa biils are usually worth more
paw,” Clemons sald, *At ooe time
they were copsidered damaged (be-
cause of the imprints), and they wern
thrown away, 5o, paturally they be.
came more valuable,”

tAn&lher“mnn‘fu‘:h Clemona' Inter-
L ol currency —
largely §1, 42, §3, $4 and $5 billa — s
tho often-beautiful engravings used
by state-chartered banks to print cur-
rency. (Before 1862, be explained, the
federal government did not print cur-
:Sicy. but empowered the states to do

Among the popular engravings b;
loca!blnhwuln[ndhnwhanpy-
pears ornately posed as *Pontiac” on
4 note from that city’s bank. The Indl-
an later appears as “Tecumseh”® in an
engraving on a currency note from a
bank in that Michigan eity.

ANOTHER [nteresting bill shows a
traln heading down the tracks in the
forefront of one bill, with another
traln headlng the opposits way on the
ursuae tracks in the ba

me notes, like bls currency from
the Bank of Siogapore, Mich., come
from towns that no longer exist. (Sin-
gapore 13 buried beneath the sand
dunes in western Michigan, he sald,)
‘That $2 note, which he sald ls proba:
bly his most valuable, Is probably
worth about $50, be sald.

Oth tes,

Bank of Royal Oak and the Bank of
Niles, are extremely rare, It would be
& collector’s dream to come across
one, but Clemons sald it's that
nnruluchlble goal that keeps him
galng.

“That's the one thing. The poesibili.
ty of completing a collection (of al}
Michigan city notes) is really remote.
So you're always searching. And Its
notuxaymmjutgvgtmml
Rbout o Birsangham curency.

o J
m:nm:;hm m.;iu:wduler came to one
9 ow $1,500 for the $50
bill dated 1910. Clemons sald he
thought the price exhorbltant so he
would not pay it

That’s OK. “Moet collectors would
much rather trade than buy or sell,*
Clemons said,

SUNDAY'S SHOW wlil occupy the
eotire floor space of the Masonic
Temple, 357 N. Woodward about a
quarter mile north of Quarton,

About 27 dealersfrom Michigan,
nclg,hborlnlg nule:l and Canada are

participate. Many speci
alties witl ba repruenp‘led. ¥ spect

According to club offlcialy, the
show has a multiple purpose. It pre-
sents an opportunity for the dealers to
get together and at the same time, the
general public may learn about and
view rare colns while the collectors
buy, sell and barter,

There 2 a great Interest in all gold
and silver colns, both US. and for-
ﬁlm n;:mﬂz to th::"club. Gold bul-

jon colns, gerrands, pesos, maple
leafs and others will be avallable ?01‘

purchase,

Also available will be uncirculated
silver dollars, paper money and all
kinds and types of numismatic mate-
rial for the colleetor,

‘Washin, Commemorative half
doilars, both proof and uncirenlated
will be available,

Jack Clemony’ collection of currency from defunct banks Includes
two from the Qakland County Bank of Pontiac. Both $3 bills, above
and upper left, show harbor scenes of thls landlocked community.

memory lane

EMORIES, MEMORIES, , . have we got
the memorles. And we'd like to share
them with you, Using local newspaper
flles, we're dishing up generous slices of

life from the Farmingten community from 40, 30,
20 and 10 years ago.

FEB., 1, 1845 —

JOHN W. HUNT, who llved on Oakland in Farm-
ington, was re-clected Councll Scout Commissioner
for the sixth stralght year at the annual meeting of
the Clinton Valley Council, Boy Scoutis of America,

“THE GALS ARE spendlng conslderable time in
front of the mirror these days in order to be ‘fascl-
natin’ for furloughs,’ or else our predictions are a
good deal further off than we think they are,” sald
an item in the Around the Block column on the
front page of Lthe Farmington Enterprisc. “The rea-
son s very obvious for no one can miss all the hand-
same G.I. Joes and the men of the Navy now about
town, Some of the faces we've been missing for a
tong, long while are back, and brother It's good to
see you."

SAID ANOTHER Around the Block lterm: “Cupid
in a jecp may sound a bit far fetched to you, but
Cupld is golng to be dolng a lot of queer anties this
year in order to dellver those Valentlnes to the
many remote places on thia globe."

SHORT ITEM: “The girls bowling team of Hat-
ton's Farmington Hardware spent a most enjoyable

Harry McCracken, a farmer; Floyd A. Calrns, a
trucklng company owner; Edward J. Jarvis, a pat-
tern maker for the Hudson Motor Car Co,; and Rob-
ert H. Rldgway, a rcal cstate agent and building
contracior.

CLASSIFIED AD: “FQUND — The right man for
Supervisor, Farmington 'l‘ownsh!y ~ Fred Menke,”

ITEM IN THE Springbrook Area Briefs, written
by Mrs. Howard Legg, "Mrs. Marle Taylor of 25280
Westmoreland has had a time trying to talk for the
past few days. Her voice refused to cooperate.

“SOONER OR later," read an advertlsement for
Conroy's Market and Food Lockers at 23534 Farm-
Ington Road, “It had to happen! With this shanty
beln’ run by a laddic named Conroy who s as Irish
a8 Paddles pig — how could he reslst when he came
out wlith *Shamrock’ coffec. Sure and begorra we
got it! When you can get a pound of it fer 79¢ one
would almost think they'd kissed the Blarney Stone
‘cause they're so lucky — don't you think.”

FEB, 3, 1965 —

THE FARMINGTON Post Offlce handled a
record number of mail during the Christmas holi-
days. In the 15 days preceeding Christmas, 2% mil-
llon pleces of mail — 5 percent more than during
the previous year's rush — passed through the post
office.

A NAME CHANGE was accomplished by a local

weekend at Grand Raplds where they p

human relatlons group. At a Jan. 28 meeting at the
u

in the State Bowling

“Averit Green, a member of the Halton team,
placed in sccond position in the doubles, and in
third position In the singles.”

CLASSIFIED AD: “WANTED — Riders to Wll-
low Run, No. 3 shift. Redford 7034-R11.” Another
classifled: "WANTED: Ironlngs to do. 60¢ per hour,
20201 Anglin Rd. Call 1270."

FEB. 3, 1955 —

BAD WEATHER halted construetion on all three
new elementary schools in the Farmington School
District. A lack of steel becausa of a atrike also
slowed construction,

TRAFFIC AT Grand Rlver Avenuc and Power
Road was snarled because of a break In a water
main. Officlals said the break was in an old four-
inch main that runs underncath the eenter of Grand
Rlver from Power to Brookdale.

F Unltartan Church, Farm-
ington Cltlzens for Botter Human Relations became
the Farmington Human Relations Councll. Guest
speaker at the meeting was Robert Tindal, execu-
Uve secretary of Lhe Delruil Cispler of the Nation-
al Assoclation for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP).

“OAKLAND COMMUNITY College will open Its
Farmington Township branch in the fall of 1968,"
soid an article in the Farmington Observer. “Its
campus will be completed exactly a year later at a
cost of 10 millfon dollars.

“When the campua is completed in September
1967, It wiil have a total enrollment of 4,500 stu-
denta. In September 1966, it will already handle
approximately 2,000 students.

“Current plans call for a core of bulldings to be
opened on the 147-acre site on the corner of Or-
chard Lake Rd. and 1-696.”

JAN. 30, 1975 — -
ANNA JANETTE DOLAN, known to most of her

CANDIDATES FOR F p Clerk
in the Feb. 21 primary electlon were Incumbent

Plensa turn 1o Pago 8

CHOOSE THE STYLE YOU WANT
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

Here are the Genuine Leather Specials
priced to suit your budget

On Sale Now at 5’{%6&/‘

Choose the style you want and relax in luxurious comfort
with a genuine leather chair from the fabulous Hancock &

fted picces

Mooze leather

brass nail head crim.

Available in any of their 33 Glazed or Glove Soft Top Grain
leathet colors. You'll love the comfort, style and quality -
and you won't belicve the price, But hurty, this sale ends

February 28,

BLOOMVFIELD HILLS

These ate teuly hand
from the B.way hand tied springs to the hand driven solid

QUEEN ANNE WING CHAIR
Reg. 11044 SALE %599

RICHMOND CHAIR & OTTOMAN
Reg. 11392 SALE %849 ¢

RALEIGH WING CHAIR
Reg. 11212 SALE %699

Fine Furniture Since 1917

Just South of Square Lake Rd.

Sttt Glas.

2600 N. WOODWARD AVENUE

Phone 332-8348




