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In many lounges, it's the cocktail
planist who creates the right kind of
atmosphere,

Take Joe Jelasic, for instance, the

friendly, smillng, bushy-mustached
plano player at Birmingham's
Machus Sly Fox.
Jelasie has been cocktall planist
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Joa Jelaalc plays in Sally's Saloon, lounge at the Machus Sly Fox
in Birmingham. The planist also performs at Qakland Hills Country
Club and with his own group, the Black Tie trio.

at the Sly Fox for elght years. His
love for the job is evident — not
only by hls plecsant manner and
amlle but also by his pote-filied solo
excurslons on the keyboard.

When he's enjoying a standard, his
dark mustache turns up in a grin,
After all the years he's been dolng
this, he still gets a kick out of play-
ing “Stormy Weather,” “What I Did
for Love,” “I'm In the Mood for
Lave” or “Moonlight In Vermont."

“The thing I like about being at
the Sly Fox,* said Jelasic between
sels, “Is the freedom I bave to be
creatlve without the pressure. I can
create from my heart and sou! and
try to find the colors to mateh dif-
ferent mooda.”

Jelasic grew up In a muslcal fam-
ily in Dearborn and then tralned at
1 Henry Ford C |

;uxd fun, at the Kingsley Inn lounge e
Iy

Bloomfleld Hills.

Outgolng and blond, Woodman
keeps the plano bar lvely during
her Monday through Friday stints.
She’s also quick-witted, which helps
in her job,
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“Hey, yow're not Pogo,” said a
customer peering into the lounge on
a Friday evening and expecting to
sce Pogo, the other plano-bar pla-

nlst,
“No,” quipped Woodman, "I'm
stick.”

No stlek or stick-in-the-mud,
Woodman has been around the
music scene In the Detrolt area long
enough to be able to handle most slt-
uations and most requests. Howey-
er, she’s not old cnough to bave the
musie of all the great, old-standards

ty College and Eastern Michlgan
University. Presently, he lives in
West Bloomlield with his wife, vo-
callst Hefd! Flynn.

“She sings in my trio Black Tle,”
Jelasle said-about his wife whilc In-
dleating he Is involved in several
musical ventures.

His Sly Fox cocktall-hour sets are

heard 7-11 p.m. Tuesdays-Thurs
days, 8 pm. to midnight Fridays-
Saturdays and 5-8 p.an, Sundays.
Jelasle also plays for the Sunday-
brunch crowd at Oakland Hills
Country Club, Then there'a his Black
‘e trlo, which performs at speclal
events, and his own booking agency
called Black Tie Productlons.
* Does it ever bother bim that In a
lounge or at brunch people talk over
food and drink rather than direct at-
tention to his playing?

*“No,” be sald, “because people are
subconsclously listening anyway,

“I'know this is true when someone
comes up to the plano and asks me
to play ‘I'm In the Mood for Love,'
as I'm playlng the last note of that
very song.”

THE MOOD created by planist
Susle Woodman Is deflnitely upbeat

down pat, Which is why
when a customer asked for a
Jerome Kern medley, she responded
with a smile and a bouncy “Chata.
nooga Choo Choo.”

She also sings country music. Pur-
Ing her three-hour sets, 5-8 p.m., her
Top 40 approach to cocktall music
Includes some country tunes assoel-
ated with Ray Charles and Ray
Price. There's also some jazz, Duke
Ellington and a contemporary clas-
slc or two lke “Send in the Clowns.”

“This job is great for me," Wood-
man sald, admitting that indeed she
can't actually remember any songs
Jerome Kern wrole, “because i
forces me to learn all the songa I've
heard all my life.”

Her Nfe began In the Saglnaw
area, but she got her start in musle
in Detroit when she played plano in
the Phll Marcus Esser production of
“Jacques Brel Is Allve and Well and
Llving in Parls.”

Woodman has played -with
Jonathon Round and rock o' roll
singer Meatball, Woodman, who's
also blessed with a slnging volce
that complements her pap and mod.

ificd-country style, has a country
band called Freeland Star, In that
group is her husband, drummer Pe-

Susle Woodman is at the Izcy_bond in the Inunni of the Klﬁéilny .

tan In Hiils,

She
ano bar, .

ter Woodman. She also playa solo pl-
ano at the Midtown Cafe In Bir.
mingham and plays with the band
Tluslon.

WHILE JOHNNY Trudell and his
14-ptece band contlnues every Mon-
day night at Jamle's on 7, the
nightclub s planning to bring some
big-name acts to Livonia.

The Count Basle Orchestra {obvi-
ously without the Count, who died
Lnat year) will play Monday, Feb, 18,
Chubby Checker, the man who made

the twlst & natlonal craze fn the
1980s, comes to Jamie's on Monday,

stints with Pogo at the pi-

March 11, Checker will be mnking a
rare Detroit-area appearance,

Jamlo's alss plans on bringing in .
the Glenn Miller Orchestra in May.
{For more information about the en-
tertainment schedule at Jamle's on
7, call 477-9077.) ‘

Another musical event coming to *
Livonia will be a concert by the
Bess Bonnler Trio, featurlng Bon- +
nier on plano, Dan Jordan on basa ,
and Tom Brown on drumas. Bonnler ,
will play at $ p.m. Sunday, Feb, 24, N
at the Livonia City Hall Audltorium,
(For more Information, call 421
2000).

Theater tribute lauds ‘Voices from Black America’ :

“Volces from Black
America” at 8 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday, Feb.
13-15, at Wayne State
University’s General Lec-

~

In celebratlon of Black
History month, the Afro-
American Studio Theatre
of Detralt will present an
evening of tribute o

TSASSY’S

tures Theatre in Detroit,  For further informatlon,
call 868-0142 from 10
am. t0 5 p.m. weekdays,
“Veoices from Biack
America™ was concelved

and dirccted by AAST Ar-
tistic Director Pr. Von H.
Washington. It is a mon-
tage of from

of prominent indlviduals Jackson, Lorralne Hans-
such as Martin Luther berry and Margaret
King, Malcolm X,'Jesse Walker.

VOTED
DETROIT'S #1

Indlvidual tickets are
$3.50, Tickets for groups
of 10 or more arc $2.50,
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Mondaoy thru Saturday 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
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Featuring: escargot, oyster rockefeller,
veal a la place, french cut lamb chops,
fresh catch of the day, etc.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
3832 N. Woodward Ave.

N. of 13 Mile « Royal Oak « 549-4411
- Reservations Accepted -

Reservations required
$24.95, all ages.
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HERE MUST BE A REASON!

Not valld with Schuler Club. -
NOW OPEN MONDAYS
FOR LUNCH AND DINNER

(313) 851-8880
6066 West Maple Road * West Bloomficld
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