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:/ ® '‘DAMN YANKEES'

| The Blrmiagham Village Players
2| =il present the musical “Damn
< | Yankees” at 8:30 p.m. Fridays-Satur-
“ | days, Feb. 89, 15-16, and 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 10, at the playhouse In Bir-
mingham. Tickets at $6 are available
at the door, but reservations are ree-
ommended. For reservations, call
644-2075 anytime, A performance at
8 p.m. Thursday, Feb.14, will benefit
the Blrmingham Arca Senlors Coords.
nating Counci! and Center. Tickets at
$2.50 Include the zhow and an after.

days-Saturdays, Feb. 1-2 and 8-9, at
the playhouse in Bloomfield Hills.
“Tintypes™ takes place at the turn of
the century, with musleal vigncttes
that reftect the hope of a young
Amerlea from 1890 through 1920. The
cast Includes Lindsay Balmer, Bannle
Cook, Gary Jones, Pat Lynch and DI.
anne Ryding. For ticket informatlon,
call 644-0527 anytime,

® FARMINGTON PLAYERS
“You Can't Take It With You,” com-

edy classic by Moss Hart and George

S. Kaufy will be by the

glow. For further cal)
642-1040.

@ ROMANTIC COMEDY

“Isa’t It Romantle,” a comedy by
Wendy Wasserstein, opens Thursday,
Feb. 14, at the Birmingham Theatre,
The productlon stars Ann Flood of
ABC-TV's *The Edge of Night.” Also
in the cast i3 Michael Minor, who
played In ABC-TV's *All My Chil-
dren.”  Performances contlnue
through Sunday, March 17. For ticket
Information, call the box afflce at
‘| 644-3532.

| ® ST, DUNSTAN'S
“Tintypes,” the winter production
of St. Dunstan's Guild of Cranbrook,
:[ %1 be presented at 8:30 p.m. Fri-

Farmington Players from Friday,
Feb. 1, to Saturday, Feb, 23, at the
Farmington Players Barn in Farm.
ington Hills, Call 626-5061 for ticket
informatton,

® BENEFIT DANCE

Saxophone star Larry Nozero and
hls group will play dance musle at a
beneflt dinner dance beglnnning at 7
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 2, at the Farm-
fngton Etks In Farmingion Hills.
Magiclan Joe Vittorelll will perform
between sets. The event is sponsared
by the Women's Association of the
Franklln M. Locw World Center for
Anlmal Disease Control, For more in.
formatlon, call 540-1292, or after 6
p.m. 591-0382,

Libel case makes strong drama

Performances of the Meadow Brook Theatre
production of “A Case of Libel” by Henry Denk-
er continue through Sunday, Feb. 17, on the
Oakland University campus near Rochester,
For ticket information, cali 377-3360.

Henry Denker’s play, “A Case of Libel,” is top-
poteh courtroom drama, The Meadow Brook cast
brings out the sizzle and the humor in thls play,
which Is based on a court case between columnlst
Westbrook Pegler and war correspondent Quentln
Reynolds.

Denker takes hls facta from the buok "My Lifein
Court™ by flambayant lawyer Louls Nizer.

The attorney 1s a show-
man, a P.T. Barnum of the courtroom who master-
fully the jury. The defs is aram-
rod rightlst with a fondness for stinglng morallstic
p who wriles a column
read by millions. The charge of libel is brought the
{amous war correspondent, who Is sueing for dam-
ages,

Tony Mockus returns to Meadow Brook to play
with commanding excitement the sllver-maned
lawyer, Robert Sloane. Mockus paces the stage
with a Hon-like presence. The lawyer spices his ar-
guments with bawdy humor as he defends his client
against accusations of publlc nudity and wanton
wenchlng.

MOCKUS BRINGS the aura of cxperience and
credibllity to the role of the colorful Robert Sloane.

John Eames plays the bald, bitter columnlst
Boyd Bendlx to the melodramatlc hilt. A showman
of another sort, Bendlx calls the plalntiff “Commle
and coward,” uses deliberately incendiary language
and plies on the alilteration. He's a nasty man far
on the self-righteous side of conservatlve.

In the hands of master-lawyer Sloan, he comes
off as vindictive and Imbalanced. The Jury/audl
ence loved to hate him and relished his eloguent
wickedness.

When the court calls Colonel Douglas to testify at
the trial, Scottlsh r's roll off the witness stand like
heather off the hill. Decked out as he Is in authentlc
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Cathie
Breldenbach

woalen plaid and tam and lmpiog from and old
war wound, Arthur Beer's cameo appearance dem-
onstrates how much eredibility, bumor and honest
emolion a good actor. can pack into a short time on
stage.

The plalntlff, Deanis Cocoran, played by Phillp
Locker, Is a good enough guy who's been wronged,
Desplte testimony relating hia daring as a war cor-
respondent, Locker's Cocoran is an anguished,
rather dull fellow.

HIS WIFE 1S not much better. In little white
aloves and proper Indy hat, Maurcen McDIvitt is so
much the pretty, dutiful wife that she nearly ccases
10 be a person.

If ahowmanship and mudslinging bedazzle thts
fictionallzed version of a famous trial, real lasues
are nevertheless at stake, The press has power to
ruln reputations and dry up income. Denker's play
Inslsts ‘that we must perlodieally challenge the
press to insure §i uses its power responsibly fn the
service of truth,

The supporting cast in David Regal's fine direet-
ing premlere at Meadow Brook is carcfully chosen.
David Fox 13 a credible Abaer Coles, 2 man once
nearly destroyed by negative public opinlon. He's
tearful of the battle sgainst the press but brave
enugh to take fire for what he believes.

Alston, one of Cocoran's editors, crumbles
under pressure. He's a sniveling coward who hides
In a bottle and ratlonalizes hls fallures, Peter Gre-
gory Thomson wimocrs convineingly,

George Gitto as e defense aftorney Is a dro)]
foll for Sloanc's wit, and Mary Benson pulls off her
role as Sloane’s secretary with ber usual chirpy
goed humor, J.C. Howe as the fudge and Detrolt
actors Paul Hopper and Ron Samuel furn in admi-
rable performances.
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Flreworks In the Meadow Brook courtroom rival
the best of Mervin Belll or F. Lee Balley, If only.
the poker-faced young court asslstant on stage
would react to the drama under his nose with the.
case that the audience/jury did. L
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KEEGO TWIN CINEMA ©

WHERE MOVIES COST LESS
On Orchard Lake Road al Cass Lake Rd.

1% Milos W, of Telagraph » 682-1900 |3
I. Stranger Than Paradise (R)
il. Amadeus (PG)
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CELEBRATE

SPECIAL DINNER MENU
ﬁFEBRUARY 17,18 & 19
pa

Reservation Only

|4

3

Aesten ey Teoy
6892132 -

Cheating couples
spark comed

Performances of “Cheaters” by
- Michael Jacobs, presented by Jim-
‘my Launce Productions, continue
! Fridays-Saturdays through April 27
«at Somerset Dinner Theatre at
s Somerset Mall in Troy. Cocktails
(areat? p.m., dinner at 7:30 and cur-
Jtain at 8:45. Tickets at $18.85 per
: person include buffet dinner by Al-
*fred's and show. For reservations,

' call 5438885, .
2

By Frank Hursley
spoclal writer

“Cheaters,” a polgnant Broadway
comedy that also touched in at De-
trolt's Fisher Theatre, currently
Amuses as a Jimmy Launce Production
at Somerset Dinner Theatre,

Under Timothy Lentz's direction, the
production fs a jaunty succession of
volattle scenes. Lentz draws the utmeost
from his cast for a rousing, comedic
appralsal of sex and romance.

The scenery s sparse, with an over-
riding focus upon a predomlnant bed. A
different  bed-covering signifles a
change of setting,

“Cheaters” Is a farring, though pre-
dictable, comedy centered on spouse
infldelity as contrasted with the cur-
rent generation’s mode of housekeeping
— the current vogue, that is, of setting

.Up an experimentzl, see-U-It-works
foundation, unbound by the traditiona]
marriage certiflcate.

IN THIS PLAY neither method
proves much of a winner, However,
‘along with the lowering of the final
.curtaln comes a brief gleam of bope
‘that the traditional knot binding wil}
prevall.

' 'The players render some fine bal-
anced acting. Married couples who
cheat on each other, trading partners,

e et barsrittetatets
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are Monlca and Sam, played by Elaine
Bolke and Frank Cosenra, along with
Grace and Howard, played by Pat Var-
8a and Hamid Dana. The as-yet-to-be
committed couple is Michelle and Al-
len, played by Shannon McNutt and M-
chacl Hover,

As a whole, they make a strong com-
edy ensemble, conveylng the farcical
elements with vigor,

Two performances stand out. Elalne
Bolke makes a spirited Monica — S0~
phisticated and with a grudge agalnst
mellowing into middle age. Pat Varga

Serve You Now...With New
Menu Specials
Of Course, We Still Have Qur Traditionat
Favorite Lamb Chops . . . Caesar Salad Made
Tableside, Thin-Sliced Sauteed Veal
Specialties, pasta, Elc.

Come ond enjoy THE DEST . . . amidst elagant purroundings
BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTYS NOW. SPECIAL GRAND OPENING
PACKAGES AVAILABLE.

Your Hosts:
LOUIE BRICOLAS
MANUEL CHAVEZ

Qur Sunday Brunch Is
The Finest Anywhere!

Call For Information ... 661-1920

y,

(3] NORTHFIELD HILTON

m@ 5500 Crooks Road

indulges Grace with giddy pangs of re.
morse for her blushing i .

THE LOWER LEVEL at Somerset
offers a comfortable cafe-lke setting
for enjoylng an evenlng of intimate din-
ing, capped by a lively theatrical per-
{ormance, . There are well-spaced ta-
bles, each embeilished with that al-
ways-welcome nicety, a tablecloth and
a alngle candle. Soft lghting comple-
menta the buffet-style dinner,

The salad sclection is modest but
imore than amply compensated for bya
generous array of roast chicken, noo-
dles alfredo and a delightful stir-fry
vegetable tastefully garnished with
tiny ahrimp,

Drinks may be obtained by purchay.
ing tickels at the entrance, although
my lone scotch and water somehow got
misplaced among the water goblets
and there was difilculty dlstinguishing
one from the other,

A1 background musle, the haunting
theme from “Somewhere io Time™ pro-
vides an agreeable touch, .
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Troy, Michigan
60 SALADS
+ I5 conpIMENTS

* AMAZING ASSORTMENT OF INTERMATIONAL BREADS %
* FRESHFRUITS w

SATURDAY EVENINGS AT 6 PM.

SALAD ONLY #6°° COMPLIMENTARY WITH ENTREE
RESERVATIONS 879-2100

NEW! MINI SALAD BAR!
20 Salads/10 Condiments
Sunday through Thursday...

L7 ..

Prime Time

For prime rib ai the Northficld Hilton.

No bull — just a thick, delicious cut of juicy

. prime rib sutzounded by tender mixed vegetables,

steamy baked potato, fresh seasoned salad — camplemented by a glass of
full-bodied wine, Ole! Enjoy...6 P.M, Fridays at the Norhficld Hilton,

X INorthfield Hilton

5500 Crooka Rd. 01175  Troy, M1 43098 « 213.679-2100

ATTENTION
DINNER CLUB \
CARDHOLDERS -

For the third year, Kingsley lnn of Bloomfield Hills
is declaring February “LET'S GET ACQUAINTED
MONTH.” Your dinner club card - no matter
what name or origin - will be honored for full
value in our restaurant at dinner only Sundays
*  through Thursdays in February*. The card will
notbe punched or otherwise devalued.

It’s just our way of inviting you to get acquainted
an samryle our interesting menu...much more
affordable than you might think.

*Not valid on Valentine's Day, February 14.

Kingsley Inn

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS » 642-0100




