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Common Ground's Imsage has

+ . changed over the years — but its goal

remains the same — to help peaple kn
times of crials,
The Blrmingham-based crials [nter-

the needs of teen-agers, its emphasla
now la to provide a service for every.
one In the community, regardless of
4ge or the nature of the problem.
“Common Ground is avallable to
help everyone,” Bea Rose, development
coordinator, sald. “Our primary target
group la Oakland County, but we have
1o guldel We don't ask -

vention agency was bl 15
yeara ago to help teen-agers battle
drug problems and deal wlth mlsunder-
tanding parents.

But Common Ground has slnce ma-
: tured and grown (o become an Integral
" part of the entlre Oakland County com.
cmunity. The agency offers a wide

range of services that [nclude a 24-hour

phone and person-to-person crisia inter-
ventlon, legal and medical asslstance,

we're just here to help people,”

CRISIS CENTER volunteers are at
the phones around the clock, scelng dis-
tressed persona through a variety of
problems. Whether a person is contem-
plating suiclde, is depressed over the
loss of a fob or a loved one, or the vie-
tlm or perpelrator of child or apouse
abuse, qualifled volunteers are thers to

here when phone rings

tive lives,” Rose sald. *It's not better
for everyone.

“We're seeing a decrease In calls
from the unemployed, but we contlnue
to see in very serious and in-
tense calls,”

Rose was especially concerned with
sulcide calls, which she sald are up *20
1o 23 percent.” She sald the agency ex-
pects to handle more than 20,000 calls
from distressed persons [n the coming

ear.
¥ The professtonal and volunteer staff
at Common Ground numbers some 350
persons, Including doctors, lawyers,
crisls center workers and other volun-
teers. But the agency is always looking

for new faces, the

(;dlb (I:f.nler Director Summ
#al plo today are more to
dlxue:omch problems as rape, incest,
child and drug abuse — problems that
were hidden Lo the past.

"MEDIA INTEREST has allowed
thoss problema to surface,” sho 2aid.
"And our society has made It more ac-
ceptable to talk about them. We
gmmmu he people llre well'n&i :hnl thelr

a norma! part o person’s
Ute — and then we do what we can to
belp. It's very much a people-to-people
service.”

Domestic violence (apouse and child
abuse), sulcide and homicide calls
make up about 60 percent of the calls

crisls center

recelves, Ankrom estl-

mates, But where the maority of calla
1o the center used to come from teen-
agers, the majority of calls now come
from people between the ages of 20 and
45. And the number of senlors request-
Ing help 13 also on the rise,

Crisis intervention is but one of the
many services Common Ground offers,
however. A blg emphasia bas been
ploced on criats preventlon, with the re-
cent reinstitution of the Alternatives
Program,

The program, which includes a
apeakera bureau and cable TV projects,
Is ap education program designed to
steer people away from thelr problems,
1t gets them involved In positlve proj-
ects that promote positive sclf-Image
and personal growth,

COMMON GROUND also provides
medical and legal services, staffed by
doctors and attorneys who have volun-

an informatlon referral service and a
erlals prevention program.
While the agency continues to scrve

help. And they're busier now than ever,
“There's been an upturn in the econo-
my, but many are still suffering disrup-

“WE HAVE A good group of volun-
teers,® Volunteer Coordinator Karen
Conaway sald, “We need veterans to
keep our program strong, But some
turnover is healthy and natural,”

Common Ground, at the notihwest
corner of Adams and Lincotn, currently
has about 125 volunteers who serve in
the crisls center,

They are carefully selected after
going through a screening process,
They must then complets an intenaive
80-hour tralning program before tack.
ling the problems of callers.

“The training program helps our vol-
unteers to learn to respond to emotion-
4l stress,” Conaway sald. “We're look-
Ing for people with human skills, ar-
ganizational skils and good communl-
cation skills that can help the callers
look at the problem they’re faclng.

“Emotlonal cxperiences cloud the is-

:
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Working In the crisia centor are Jimmie Butler, loft, Nelda Linman,
. and Francelyn Dyjak.
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sue, making It Impossible for distressed
persons to do thelr own problem solv-
Ing.

“But one man's crisls s another

teered thelr services,

Persons Interested in becoming a
volunteer are Invited (o attend an ori-
entation session at 8 p.m. Wednesday

at
crisis center facllity, .0
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CHOOSING
A TAX
PREPARER

by
Chartes H. Willlams, C.2.A.

Who'll prapare your 1ax rolurn 1his yoar? It's time 10
stort choesing a profossional, and to underiako the
planning that may heip you sholtor some of your
{ncomo trom taxos.

# your Incomo is fairly stralghiforward and doducti-
clu 0xpenses minima?, you might satistaciorily use o

FARMINGTON JAYCEES

PRESENT FREE ENTERPRISE

30740 W. 12 MILE, FARMINGTON

Over$5 OO worth of

Free, Free

Auto Services
Beauty Services
Gifts
Food
Entertainment
and a whole lot more
NO DISCOUNTS « NO TWO FOR ONES

»
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Hurry Only a limited number of people
will be called to recelve this spacial get
acqualnted advertising offer,
CALL NOW FOR FREE DELIVERY 626-8922
Or One of Our Courtaous Operators WIll Contact You

refurn and da it yoursolf or with tha hiop
of n1ax proporer. But with mora incomo, and more
doductions, a3 tha refutn becomas mare complicat-
©d. you're going 10 wani & 1ax professional,

Why? Bocause it’s worth the dilteronce to put your

10 know which aro accoplable. And as. ¥OU foach the
higher brackots, you'll gef the odvice you neod on
sheltaring some income Jrom taxes.

Some tree holp (a avallablo from the IRS. Revonug
omployoes wdil answor your questions {bui the tax
<our! has challangad some of tholr answors) and
ptopare the simplest returns. Thore are afso (ndo-
pendent and chain tax proparars who POP up At 1ax
scason. Thalr workors may nol be oxporianced
onaugh 10 caich aitfegnl deductions.

A corllfied public accountont ean hancis most com-
Blox raturns and aro familiar wiih sheltors and
invosting. KHis or hor tax know-how can save you
more (han the tea.

How do you cheose n professional? Recommonda.
tions trom satisfied clientolo are ono way, a3 aro

folerrals tzom tawyers. Once a relationship Is en-
ferod, the client will find his accountant holptul in
making tinanclal docisiens sl yoar round,

We'ra a focal organization. Evon though we sarved

more 1han 3,300 clienta last year wa haven't forgotion

that every cllont Is en Individusl and that sach individual

dosarves the beat sorvice wo can provide.

V¢hen we aign a fax return that we've prepared, wo'co

groud of having done the bast possibio fob for you.

When you sea our signaturo on your 1ax roturn you

€an ba sure that :

1. Tho counselor who propared your roturn was
compotent_and_ihoroughly experienced In tax

emafters.
2. You have recelved tho maximum logal doductions

and the minimum logal tax.
3. Your 1ax rotum recaived oll the time and
aitentlon that was nocossary 10 <o a proper job,
4. Your tax raturn haa boen doubla-chocksd for both

rocy and mumnngﬁ%._
5. Your return has boon hant "a confidential
manner, -

Ws have theee tevels of services and fees_E Com~
mwmvuvmlhhmm

Cail us. We undersiand smalt businasses, porsonal
ang ftax raturns.
ing and payrolls, tax planning systems,

8vagr Willisms & Company, P.C,

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
29625 Grand River, 1Bix. W. of &k

THE SULTANS
Noatalglc Mastors of the Art of Tap Dancing
Tickats & Rosorvatlens

71-7700
6,7 & *15 (optlonal dinners)
Coming March 2nd - Alexander Zonjic
OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Orchard Ridge Campus
Orchard Lake Rd. & |-696

Karen C: y urges all p intereat.
attend an orientation session at 8 p.m.

Wednesday at Common Ground.

k. Sométhing D
1 Think About

{3 soBROCK
R4
Pt
THE GIVING OF GIFTS

It's ane thing 10 rocognize that you are mortal and
avontually going 1o dle, quite anothor to moko
spocllic plans for that evonutality, Mony poopla
Ppostpone satate planning bocause It Is o subjoct
1hay would rathor not dwail an, or eno which thoy
ond thole tamity find morbid, Unforiunataly, the
rosults of such procrastination bre gonorally disap-
polnting and, on occaslon, disastrous.

There I3 ane aspect of es1ato planning which can
be rathor posiive, and one In which much ploasuro
can be taken: tho giving of gitts. Even though this Is
done durlng one's Iltotimo, It can bo considorod as
as| of ‘estato planning bocause it can holp
slgnificantly reduco ihe burdon of taxos on one'a
ostale.

For Instance, an Indlvidual can make gitta of up to
$10,000 por yoar por donea without being obliged to
Pay any gIft tax. Evon boyond thal, tha rato of tax on
alfta s lowor than the rato of 1ax on ostates.

THAYER-ROCK
RAL HOME

FUN
33603 GRAND RIVER » Farmington « 474-4131

TWO-PIECE

RAG KNIT

Vicky Vaughn gets you
set for spring, Miss J.
Designed with a true

wit, the rag knit

sweater is roughly woven
with strips from the same
fabric as the matching

skirt. Pale cotton skirt

has easy pleats, side
pockets and elastic
walstbond, Sizes SML, $64.
In our Miss J Shop for young women,

\ Birmingham

- o)

Wa welcome Jacobson's Chargo Card or The Amarican Express* Card.

Farmingteon Hills
A78-7440

Wo are now opan unlll 6 on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturdoy.
Thursday and Friday until 9,




