 SEMTA faces ’86 shutdown

Reagan would end U.S. transit subsidies

President Reagan's proposed budget
cuts in public transportation would
force the Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority (SEMTA) to close
its doors by fall of 1938, sald Albert A,
anx acting general manager of

“Federal g

I would
be cut from $9 million in flsea) 1935 to
2670 1n flscal 1988, and Section $ cap!-
tal anslstanco would also fall to zero,”
‘;lfuun told the SEMTA board of direc-

T,
Reduction of federal funds without

L would mean the end of
publie transit In the reglon, Martin
sald, adding, "SEMTA will operats un-
tl) we 0o longer have money and have
to closs our doors.”

THE SEVENv_(X)UNTY bus authori-

Protests convince SEMTA
not to discuss Mover in secret

By Kathy Parrish
staf! writer

created a stir by objecting to the pro-
posed seasion” o discuss

Reporters who compete vigorously
while covering Southeastern Michigan
Transportation Authority united Tues-
d.nyltn proteat a planned SEMTA closed
sesslon.

A3 a result of the protest, SEMTA’s
board of directors climinated discus-
slon of Downtown People Mover nego-
tiations from the secret session,

Instead, they limited discusslon to a
Job appllcation from a candidate for
the authority's general manager posi-
tion. The applicant had requested conft-
dentlallty,

ARRIVING AT the 1:30 p.m. meet-
ing In SEMTA’s Detroit headquarters,
reporters expected to cover the contro-
versy over which Lhree directors would
represent Wayne County on the board.

It was possible that two rival slates
would show up — a member
group selected by suburban Wayne
County commissioners and a trio ap-
polnted last week by County Executlve
Witllam Lucas,

But the Lucas appolotees never
showed. Instead, medla representatives

to
the Detroit’s rapld transit system and a
Job application,

MICHIGAN'S OPEN Meetings Act
requlres public bodles to transact most
business In open sesslons.

Public bodles may review In private
contents of an employment application
when a candldate requests {t remaln
confidentlal, .

While opposed to the “executive ses-
slon” itself, reporters expressed partie-
ular concern about plans (o talk secrot-
1y about the troubled Dewntown People
Mover,

Objectlng were representatives of
the Detroit Free Press, Detrolt News,
Qakland Press, the Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, WIR and WXYZ.

Detrolt Free Press reporter David
Kushma sald his paper's attorney
advised him “the matters you (SEMTA)
plan to dscuss are not covered by the
QOpen Meetings Act.

“I ask you to place them on the pub-
lic agenda or postpone them unti] this
can be resolved.”

AFTER BEING advised that'the re-

EMICHIGAN WOMAN

ore Than Just a Pretty Face

porters would elther sue or file com-
plaints with the Wayne County Pro-
secutor, the board considered cloalng
the sezslon to discusy the posslbility of
alawsult,

“We just got threatened ltigation,”
sald director Nanci Rowe, & Detrolt at-
torney. “I suggeat we go Into executive
sesxion to discuss that."

WJR reporter Bill Black objected
agaln, saying the lssue waan't a lawsuit
but a violation of the law,

“We want to make sure this board
does not break state law.”

BUT SEMTA attorney Walter
Clements sald the Open Meetlags Act
docs not allow for a closed scssion to
dlscuss such litigation, “It would not be
appropriate at this time, no,” he sald,

Director Malcolm Dade suggested
the executive session be ellminated
from the agenda. The closed meeting
g‘nd been added by Director Thomas

‘cgan.

Inatead, the board decided to discuss

ty's anncal operating budget ls $40-45
million,

It gets $9 million from the farebox,

49 million from the federal govern-
ment and the rest from the state.

Martin saw no chance the state could
plck up the federal share,

Nor could farebox revenues make up
the ditference, be sald, Without federal
subaidles, I;u rides :ln?:}l c:cl §3 per
passenger for lneha g buses) and
$5 or $8 for small buses,

‘"We couldn't do (charge) that without
antagonizing riders because of the poor
level of service,” he said.

MARTIN SAID cuts would bave four
impacts on SEMTA:

1) A 68-percent reduction in the num-
ber of SEMTA linehaul buses available
!oro peak-hour service (from 198 buses

10 62).

2) A 8S-percent reduction in small
buses avallable to the elderly, the
handicapped and otbers In need of thia
service((rom 85 huses to 34),

3} The layoff of 87 percent of
SEMTA's work force (from 913 em-
ployees to 300). .

4) No implementation of the reglonal
consensus plan for long-range capltal
Improvements, Including the lght rall
rapld tranalt line.

“THE RIPPLE effect of these ac-
tlons on the Michigan economy Ls stlll
imprecise,” Martin sald, “but we know
1t would be enormous . . . Taxpayers
would bo faced with substaptial i~
creases In welfare and uoemployment
costa, and retail centers, such as North-
land, would lose customers.”’

SEMTA recelves $25 milllon 1o fed-
eral operaling funds — $0 million for
itself and $16 million which it passes on
to the Detroit Department of Transpor-
tation.

YOU’RE ON OUR LIST

TALLY HALL

ORCHARD LAKE ROAD AT 14 MILE

A

3“ Reductions

All Men’s and Ladies’
Sportswear

' v CALL 259-3801

For that speclal woman,
glve a charter subscription to
THE MICHIGAN WOMAN.

Michigan’s only magazine for women will keep
her informed of events and people she wants to
know about.

To arrange an $8.00 yearly subscription (6
Issues) In time for Valentine's Day,
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LAST 3 DAYS

OUR WINTER CLEARANCE ENDS SAT. FEB. 9.
DON'T MISS OUT ON SUCH FINAL BARGAINS AS:

SPORT COATS
Wool Blend Tweeds

TOPCOATS
All Woo! Gabardine
With Buuan~0u‘leincr

12 coats

SLACKS
Corduroy, Elastic Waistband
835 NOWsIs
00 pair

.{EAN?

csigner Type

§50 ...NOW $8.00
5 pair

SWEATERS
100% Merino Wool
Leprechaun Sweaters
(Medium & Large Only)
Reg. $55 NOW $15
300 sweaters

AMERICAN EXPRESS

Xf’rf’S‘TEHCARD DINER'S CLUB

@mpnn’s
12 8. Woodward « Birmingham » 644-7060
Man., 'I{uus. Wed., Sm" 9:30 5:3¢_ Thurs., Fri. 9:309.00
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This two-year Bonus Rate
Certificate offers high
money market interest
rates for the entire ferm of
the cerificate plus @
onus interest rate for the
first month. ]
Minimum deposit: S5O0
interesl compounded
quarterlyif refained inthe
account:
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