18A(B,Wb.SYT-8C.F-10A)

Divorcing couple with
kids helped by a Friend

OLE Thursdey, February 7, 1985

By Kathy Parrish
stalf writor

In the heat of divorce, it's sot casy
for couples to sit down and talk coolly
about thelr children’s needs.

S0 last year, 108 Oakland County
couples got some help from the Friend
of the Court.

Mecling with a medlator, the es-
tranged husbands and wives discussed
such Important issues as custody, child
support, and visitation. More Impor-
tantly, they got some polnters on how
Lo work things out tn the future,

“Parents know (helr children best
and should have Input into agreements
affecting them. But sometimes they
Just can’t talk to each other,” sald Lor-
raine Osthaus, Fricnd of the Court fam-
tly counselor. “Often It’s not that they
disagree. They may agree, but they
can't communleate.”

THROUGH THE Friend of the Court
Act of July 1, 1983, Michigan law pro-
vides that couples have the option of
mediatlon before a county custody In-
vestigatlon or evaluntion is undertak-
en.

The jolnt conferences with a medla-
tor are voluntary, with both parties re-
quired to agree (o the sesslons, Of 6,500
dlvorces filed last year in Oakland
County, only 108 couples requested
help ln dealing with their problems.

In 80 percent of county dlvorces,
there is no dispuie over custody or vist-
tatlon.

The other 10 percent dlsagree, some-
times violently. Some formerly loving
couples can't even be in the same room
during or after the breakup.

ALONG WITH hclping deadlocked
couples communlcate, Friend of the
Court staffers help them reallze it s
normal to have problems dealing with
cach other when a martiage Is endlng.

“Nothing gives people tralnlng on
how to handle a divorce altuation,” sald
Kim Bateman, chief assistant friend of
the court.

“We assure them there's nothing
wrong with them; that it's all right to
dislike each other. But atil], they necd
not beat up thelr children in the pro-
cess.”

FOR A FEW couples, divorce is an
opportunity to punish each other.
“They don't want to reselve the dls-
pute,” explalned Bateman. -

“It's taken a lot of energy to get to
the attorney. They're going to beat the

.other person now.

“'And it's unreasonable to cxpect peo-
ple who've just made this emotional de-
cision are golng to turn around so eas!-
h)

With those who do want to resolve
banging issues, the medlator tries to
get them to put thelr own feelings aside
to benefit the children,

“The goal is to bring the child
through the divorce as whole as possi-
ble,” sald Osthaus.

DEPENDING ON how far apart
spouses are, mediation can be one zes-
slon or marathon meetings,

two things: Children need exposure to
both mother and father and should not
be exposed to their parents’ conflicts.

IN ORDER TC make more couples
aware the service Is avallable, the
Friend of the Court recently prepared
a vid h

pe oo p
of visitation and custody.

Filmed by the staf{ with Friend of
the Court employees as actors, the vi-
deo's goal is 10 show the public how the
process works,

The tape was made In cooperation
with the Family Support Councll, made
tp of representatives from the Pro-
secutor’s Office, Office of Child Sup-
port within the Department of Soclal
Services. Bateman directed, produced,
wrote and fllmed the project.

“AS A SOCIETY we're not really
programmed to mediate things, People
are embarassed about baring thelr
feelings,” explalned Bateman.

“But there's no reason people should
know how ¢o deal with a dlvorce.”

While It would Increase their case
loads, Friend of the Court famlly coun-
selors agree they would rather help
parents resolve their differences early,

"We sce people falling into the same
problems tUme after time. We're not

With the help of the medlator, cou-
ples explater their de-
flne the issues they need to deal with,
come up with alternatives for handling
those problems, and {f possible arrive
at zn agreement,

Children are usually not interviewed
by the mediator, although they canbe a
part of the process.

In about 50 percent of Oakland cascs,
medlation is successful. But familly
counsclors belleve many are auccesses
even when agreement lsn't reached in
the sesslons,

“'Often medtatlon fosters understand-
Ing of each other and the needs of thetr
chlldren,"” safd Osthaus.

Her goal Is to get parents to reatlze

that di at picking up the plee-
es,” sald Bateman. “They need Inter-
vention carly."

Bateman would like to see ongolng
medlation avaitable to couples after di-
varee as well as before. Family coun-
;cal:‘;s do somg, but enly on an Informat

“Sometimes people can’t accept
mediation untll a couple years after the
dlvorce. But all Is not lost," Bateman
sald.
“And many times the situation
changes, and it's necessary to go back
and look at things agaln. Sometlmes
people need to meet on neutral ground
to resolve thelr problems.”
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Mothers Without Custody
organize Oakland chapter

Mothers Without Custody s forming an Oakland
County chapter, which will meet for the first time
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 13, in Oakland Famlly
Services, 2851 12 Mile, Berkley,

Planning to meet three times monthly, the na-
tional group is open (o mothers golng through the
divarce process, involved in custody disputes, who
have lost custody or are trying to regaln custody of
thetr chlldren,

A counsclor will be on haod for the group’s sup-
port sessions the second and fourth Wednesdays in
Oakland Family Services. General meetings with
speakers will be the thied Wednesday In 445 Alba-
ny, Ferndale, For membershlp Informatlon, call
545-2823 evenings or weckends,

Forum probes crime link

The link between ilMteracy and crlme will be ex-
plored in a daylong conference Saturday, Feb, 9,
hosted by the Natlonal Forum for Educational
Awarcness In Somerset Inn, 2801 W. Big Beaver,
Troy.

The program will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for
$15 {incl lunch) or $10 (reg! only), ac-
cording to NFEA spokesman Pauline Chenowith of
Harper Woods,

Toples and speakers will be “How Our Schools
Contribute to Milteracy, Crime,” Samuel Blumen-
feld, author and teacher; “Criminals -~ a Prolile,”
L. Brooks Patlerson, Oakland County prosecutor;
“A Vlew from the Hill," Erica Kenney, Senate alde;
and “Dlick and Jane — Condemned to Life Impris-
onment,” Mike Brunner, Natlonal Institute of Edy-
cation.

THE CLASSIFIEDS

644-1070 Oakland County
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Selection of a personal phys

tagain

“Now that Sue’s here at Harper,
we all feel better”

“Sue’s doctor came to Harper when he had cancer.

Sotne say there are no choice:
Iy true. Patients make che
recovery. Regular eheck-ups and frequent

choices, And the correct choi
As a pasticipating organi;
Cancer Centers, Harper Hospital provic
fi ancer. Cancer patients who chgose w e treated at Haeper are assured

ng one of the most complete and scientifically aggeessive cancer treat

I think that says a lot!',

when it comes to cancer, Fate deals all the cards,

every stup of the way from prevention through
H’~¢xa|m?1’.1(ions are choices of prevention
an and vlecting rimely treatment after diagnosis are TCOVery
regarding hospitalization imay e a matter of life or death,

zation i America’s program of twenty Comprehensive
entific and clinicat leadership in the organized
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SPECIAL SALE
10% to 50% ofr
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SI's EXCLUSIVES
1-164 GM Buliding aDetrolt
Convenlontly Located [n Datrolr's New Contot Atoa

Phone 874.2039

PO hchgan Dewgn Conter
Ploaia Cat For Wookond Apoointmonts and froa Secure Rarting

¥ar more infarmation abaut itaer ILaspital’s Cancer Prograns, telephune $94-9564, + Phy;

programs
available anywheea ai the workl, Knawing about Harper Hospital and its cancer program
may be the most important thing in your life.

For immudiate information about Harper Hospital and its cancer program
ask your doctor or call 494-9564. Harper Haspita) is affiliated with the School of Medicine,
Wayne State University, and the Medical Center in delivering world-class quality health care,

-
Harper Hospital
AT THE MEDICAL CENTER
SCIENCE 7 RESEARCH ; HOPE AND HEALING

clans, please call 494-8130 for Information reganding cancer patlent refesrals.
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