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‘The prepubliclty reads, “Watch and
listen as Violet Alischuler tells a story
and becomes Shy Violet the Clown be-
fore your eyes.”

And 5 slie does.

When the professional storyteller is
Introduced, she makes her entrance in
street clothes, Then, pulling a tale from
her vast repertolre, she begins a story
while simultancously applying grease
palnt and then the costume that
transforms her Into Shy Violet. That
completed, Shy Violet takes over to tell
more stories to [l the storytelling

ur. .

“Small children love a clown — hut
at a distance,” the Farmington Hills
resldent sald. “I've scen that same re-
luctance to come up close when clowns
perform for the mentally Impalred.
When they see me putting on the make-
up they knaw there is a real llve person
there they can touch if they choose,
which s a little more reat than a pur-
ple clown. The transformatlon was de-
vised to ward off that origlnal fright.

“Shy Violet works very well for
mixed groups, any mixed group,
mother-daughter banquets, the handi-
capped, Resldents in nursing homes get
a big kick out of the transformation,
even the silliness of the secret of the
purple shoes, but the storles are always
chndngcd, depending on the group,” she
said.

SINCE ALTSCHULER turned pro-
fessional atoryteller she has created
(wo costumes, onc for the Mother
Goose stories she tells [n local shopping
malls, the other for Shy Violet, fash-
loned specifically to allay the fears of
children. But she brushes aslde any

commenis on the Intricate detall she
gave the costumes, saylng, "I'm basl-
cally a storyteller. Most of the time I
perform 1 wear the same type clothes

F. Area Arta C
bas atarted ils artlsts-recognition
awards project rolling by calling for
nominations for 1965's Artlst-la-Res!-
dence, the indlvidual who has given
moat in service to the arts, and the
group to be recognlzed for ita service to
the the arts.

The Artist-in-Resldence award sym-
botlzes the sccomplishment of a resl-
dent of either of the sister cities who
has already achieved recognition for
hls or ber talents locally or beyond the
local boundaries. This could be in any
of the art disciplines, visual art, dance,
drama, literature or musle.’

_ - Shy Violet
Storyteller with a bag full of tales

‘t studied clowning with Ricky the
Clown in the community center and
combined what | learned from him with
the storytelling to fill what I thought was
a need to help kids lose their close-up

fear of clowns.’

-~ Violet 4I!shulsr

I'm wearing now.”

Storytelling was a part of her studies
when Altschuler took her masters de-
gree in library science from Wayne
State University, She practised the art
when she worked as a librarian for St.
Michael Elementary School in South.
fleld. But It waso't until after she
Jolned Detroit Story League about flve
years ago that her engngements
brought her before audlences ranging
from ages 2.90,

“League members are on their own
to make up thelr own repertoire, Some
prefer working with only teens, or with
aonly adults, or have their own special-
tics. Linda Aldrich (a resident of Plym-
outh and a former president of the
leaguc) has an apron with a dozen pock-
ets and each pocket contalas a poem
she recites, Some members use pup-
pets, One woman has a beautiful slng-
ing voice and she sings because the
song I8 an Intregal part of the story, not
because she Is glving a sole perform-
ance, 1 would have Just skipped that
story. Another member plays the har-
monlca, again as part of the stery. I
would kave skipped that one too,” she

said.
“I atudled clowning with Ricky the
Clown [n the (F

DETROIT STORY League, founded
in 1912, was formed to prepetuate the
art of storytelling. Membera meet on
the third Saturday of each month to tell
stories, partfclpate [n workshops and
learn from one, another. Members
come from dlverse backgrounds
throughout southern Michigan and are
on call to tell storics to any group fora
moderate fee.

‘““There are about 50 of us who are
active now and that geta a Uttle sticky,
meeting In one another’s homes, when
you have to have one reom for 50 to
gather In, so sometimes we meet in a
Abrary or a church,” ahe said.

“The advantage ls that we are all
different, our repertoires arc all differ-
ent and it's good to know that when you
are working in teams of two or three
you can rely on that other person.”

The teams of Lwo or three generally
come about during "Book Week” or a
Book Fair when storytelling asslgn.
ments might streteh to a four-to-five
hour day with back-to-back programs.

“Having a bag of storles to pull from
is especlally important when you think
you are golng to be mecting a group of
five-year-olds and you find yourself In
& roomful of teens,” she sald. “That's

d. That's when the folk tales

center and comblned what I learned
from him with the sterytelling to f1ll
what I thought was a need to help kids
lose their up-close fear of clowns.”

come out. They're always good to fall

back on,” Altschuler sald, who fa now .

working as a children's librarian for
Weat Bloomtield Publie Library.

Viojat Altehuler, who considors
horselt a atorystellor rather
than a performar, meets her au-
dlence in street clothes such as
she's wearing at left. While she
begins her storytelling sesslon,
sho gradually transforms her-
solf Into Shy Violet (at right)
and then allows Shy Violat to
continue on with more stories,
No two clowns are ever the
samo 30 clowns are on thelr
own to devise thelr own make-
up, and cosiumes and props.

“'And Halloween storles are another
bateh that are good for Plan B when
Plan A falls through. They are used all
through the fzll, and arc biggics for
scout groups’ overnight camp trips, no
matter what time of the year. Christ-
mas stories are something clse, they
have (o be reviewed year ufter year,”"

THE NEXT storytelling date for Shy
Violet is sct for 12:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 18, durlng the students’ winter
break, in Farmington Community Cen-
ter. The fec s $5 and advanced reser-,
vatlons are taken in the center on
Farmington Road, north of 10 Mile.

Persons  wlshing Information on
membership In Detrolt Story League,
or those wlshing to arrange for a story-
telling engagement, are invited to call
Roberta Bullough, a Livopla resident,
al 464-7084, or Ruth Kroepel, a Farm-
Ington resident, at 477-5622.
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Children's tales are the order of the day when Violat

Altachuler
dons her Mother Goose regalla, The storyteller put together her
own coatume at the requaest of Northland Shoppina Center for her
appearance thore.

Nominations wanted
Commission sets ball rolling to recognize area artists

The same applles to the indlvidual or
the group service award, but here the
persons involved do not bave to be resl-
dents, though the service must have
been given within the citles' bounda.
rles.

“There are many creative people in
the area who bave achieved a high
standard of achlevement in their work
and we want to know about them,” said
Allce Nichols, a former winner of the
Artist-in-Resldence Award who is co-
chairing the committee which will
recelve nominations and select this
year's winners.

“There are also {s and

The will examine visual

groups who arc sharing thelr talents In
service related to the arts beyond their
Jjob limits, and we want to know about
them, too,” she sald.

NICHOLS co-chalrperson on the
commlttee chosen by the arts commis-
alon to select the winners Is Ellen
Wallis, an area art teacher,

The committee is rounded out with
Joan Taylor, Theresa Solinas, John
Davenport, 0. Herbert Henry and Fern
Barber, - . -

and wrltten materials for the nominees
and then select the honorces.

“We are hopeful of recciving many
nominations,” Wallis sald. “There are
s0 many deserving indlviduals and
groups in the communlty. Those nomi-
nated In the past can be nomlnated
again because we want to consider ev-
eryone who might be deserving.”

Former ;ervh:c award reciplents
have been involved in teaching, drama,
musie and garden therapy,

The Arllst-ln-Residence receives a
cash award, a plaque and will display
his or work during the awards day re-
ceptlon, an open-to-the-public event
hosted by the arts commission. In the
past, cach honoree has glven a repre-
sentatlve work to the cities for lts col-
lectlon and there are on display in clty

Slnce the Artlst-l award

was concelved in 1978, photographay,

architecture, painting, musie and pot-
tery discliplines have been recognlzed.

The service award recipienta reelve
a plague and are among the guests of

thonor during the reception.

SOME NOMINATION forms have
already been sent out, but they are
available on request by calling Wallia
at 474-0419 or Nichols, at 474-5137.
Deadline for nomlnatlons is March
S.

Any supporting materials received
by the commlttee will be returned.

All arca residents are Invited to
meet the honorees during the recogni-
tion reception, set this year for Sunday
afternoon, June 2, In Farmlngton Com-
munlity Center.



