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Duel of champs
breeds respect

RIENDSHIPS ARE as varjed as
Mlchigan weather. They can be based
on need, on common interests, on trust.

Fricnds share generoualy. They
provide help when help Is needed, or they
suggest solutlons to worrisome problems.

Friends w!ll be there when you need them.

That’s why John Melntyre's description of
B.J. Armstrong scemed such a contradiction.

“We're good frlends,” McIntyre sald. “We
hang out in the summer together sometimes.
We've gone to the same camps.”

Secms Jlke an amlable relationship, Except
that, less than a hall-hour before Mclntyre spoke
those words, Armstrong was proddlnx his
Bir Brother Rice bas) feam
lopsided victory over Mcintyre's Redford
Catholic Centrat squad.

FRIENDS SHARE? They provide help,
advlce?

Some might. But this {rlendshlp s cemented
in a different foundatlon.

Mclntyre was hurilng Friday night. He hadn't
picked up a basketball In a week, not since
drilling Redford Blshop Borgess for 46 polnts in
a Shamrock victory. He was home with a case of
influenza most of the week,

Hls shoollng showed It. He was off — not by a
Jot, but enough. McIntyre suffered through the
worst shoollng game of his prep career, making
Just 4 of 29 [leld goal attcmpts and scoring only
12 polnts.

Was Armstrong sympathetic? Hardly. The 8-
foot-1 guard started fast and finished faster,
scoring from cvery angle, from alt distances. He
hit 11 of 18 from the floor and 8 of 1¢ from the
Mne for 31 pointa in a fantastie performance.

‘That’s no way to trcat a friend. But then
again, this friendship is bound together not by
need or trust but by respect.

‘THE FINAL score Friday was 75-52. The
Rame was played at Unlversity of Detralt’s
Calihan Hall, with an estimated 4,000 fans
gathered for what had been hyped as a duel
between two of the best high school guards in
the state,

Mclntyre vs. Armstrong, a classle match-up.
Mclntyre, the shot-inventor with the range and
accuracy of an MX missle, agalnst Armstrong,
the methodical ball-hand!ing maglcian who
always finds a way to win.

Both are now senlors. Both have signed with
ma]or colleges, Armstrong with Iowa and
Mclntyre with the University of Detroit.

AND FOR THREE ycars, the (we have
battled In some classle Cathollc League match-
ups. Whenever the pair have met on the court,
the stands overflow — cxcept last Friday, where
4,000 doesn’t £i)) the stands, but it's big enough
to entlce U-D adminlstrators.

The “{rlends” have put on awesome displays
In their time, Earlier this season at Schoolcraft
College, a Mclntyre-led, fourth-quarter rally
brought CC to within a basket of Rice after the
Shamrocks had trailed by a dozen. McIntyre
scored 27 points In that one, while Armstrong
pourcd In 20 In a Rlce victory.

But Friday was (he first time the indlvidunl
duei was so onc-slded. Mclntyre knew it

“I'm not just saying this because he'sa
{ricnd,” he sald, “but he played a great game
tonight.”

NO KIDDING, He wasn't, clther. McIntyre
spoke softly as he dressed in the Titan
lockerroom, where he will spend the next four
years of his |ife, He stated the obvious — that
Armstrong had been outstandlog while he waa at
his worst — with no trace of bitterness, no .
vowed vengence.

Mcintyre had every reason to be, After all,
Armstrong had just upstaged him on his own
“home™ eourt, Calihan Hall. With U-D's coach
Don Slcko in the crowd, no less,

But instead Mclntyre dished out compliments
Jike he does asalsts.

"He handles the bak better than anyone I've
seen,” Mcntyre said, "We're both competitive.
We do the same thing — go out and do all we can
towln.”

Down the hall, Armstrong was all smiles. But
he didn’t gloat.

“I was just playlng,” was how he defined his
performance. “The guys were getting the ball to
+ me, and I was putting it in.”

MAKE NO mistake: This game meant much
1o Armstrong. A loss would have dropped Rice
into a tle with CC for first in the Central
Dlvlsion. And if the Warriors had lost, no doubt
MclIntyre would have been responsible,

“He's sueh a great player,” Armstrong said of
his friend, “Most definitely (I get psyched to
play him), be's 50 good.

“But it's the team that counts.”

And as much as the media and fans bulld up
the Individual rivalry, both players
acknowledged that only one stat Ll relevant ~
. the flnal score. Who wina the individual scoring
or asslst ducl s small consolation If that player

loses.

N Armnmng and McIntyre know that. Thelr
{riendship is based on a mutual respect for

winners,

John Miller's lite can get back to normal now that the Harrison All-
American has announced that he'll play football at Michigan State
Unlversity,

‘1didn’t really know where | was going
until yesterday (Sunday). Michigan
State was the first school I really
wanted to go to — that’s where my
gut told me to go.’
— John Miller
Harrigson All-American

RANDY BORST/stelt photographer

Miller picks Michigan State|
Hawks’ All-American ends
recruiting war with gut pick

By Chria McCosky
statf writer .

mend.i currently at MSU Like Dave Blackmer and
= both former Hawks now playing

Michigan State Unlveralty head football coach
George Perles and John Miller shook hands on the
third floor of Farmington Harrison High School.

“We'll sec you soon, John,” Perles zald,

“Thanks a Iot, coach,” safd Miller.
Ir_'erlu chortled. “Man that sounds good, doesn't

Having John Mlller call him coach must have
indeed sounded sweet to Perles, It meant that after
a grueling year of recruiting, the state’s mnsl
s&ugb&-llur football player was coming to

in,

8

Miller officlally ended a year and a balf of specu-
lation Monday by announcing that he would sign a
:_atlam\l letter of intent to attead Michigan State on

13,

“Well, I didn‘t really know where 1 was golng
untll yesterday {Sunday),” safd Miller, a two-time
All-American and three-time all-atater. *Michigan
State was the first school I really wanted to go to
= that's where my gut told me to go.”

MILLER NARROWED his cholces to four early
on. They were Michigan, Michigan State, Penn
State and Ohlo State, Those are the nnly four
schools he visited,

After the vislts, it became clear that Miller had
decided it best to remain in his home state.

“All the schools were great,” Miller sald. “They
obeyed what I wanted. They didn't really bother me
that much. All the coaches were gentlemen,”

Still, tho g P
throughout January, "Packs of coaches and recrult-
crs attended all of Harrison's basketball games,
Michigan State brought Kirk Glbson in for one of
the games. Ba Schembechler dropped in one day
via Tom Monaghan's helicopter.

“It was llke they were cach trying to one-up the
other,” sald one Harrison coach,

‘Through It all, Miller was polsed, polite to all,
completiey unruffied by the attention.

*John handled it unbellevably well,” sald Harri-
son head feotball coach John Herrington, *I think
he was getting a lMitle tired toward the end, but he
didn't let it show,”

MILLER WAS all smiles Monday as the media
turned Harrison’s third floor Into o press box. All
the Detrolt televislon stations were there veith thelr
camera crews in tow. Even Al Ackerman, who
hadn't seen Mtller play a down of football in his
life, was their to interview MSU's newest addition.

When asked If he was bothered by all the commo-
tlon Miiler said, *I don't mind it at all. I haven't
been to class all dny

He and Herrington, both, however, did express
rellef that the ordeal was | lnnl]y over.

*I'm just glad he’s ataying in the state where hls
name ls well knawn,” Herrington said.

Those who had been speculating that Miller
would chose MSU did 50 because he has a number

1 or Perlu.

“No, that dlda't have anything to do with it,” Mil-
ler llald “1 could have gone anyplace and known
people.”

"I CHOSE Michigan State because I lke the
coachlng staff, I like the people and because it's a
growlng pmznm, Miller sald. “It’s nlce to go In
and be part of a winner,”

Sald Herrington: *The f{riendship thing dldn't
bove anything fo do with It. Ken Hizon, probably
his closest friend at Harrison, Is going to Michigan.
1 just think John felt very comfortable at MSU, He
had Ihoughl about golng to State slnce his junior
year. Then, after secing Mlichigan, things kind of
evened out for him, He decided to gn with hls origl
nal {oellnp.

MSU recrulters also expressed an [nterest in Mit.
ler outside of football. That, too, may have influ-
enced his decision. Miller, who uplru to become
an accountant, will be given a part-time job with an
accounting {irm in East Lansing, Herrington sald.

Perles was on hand Monday for Miller's an-
nouncement, but because of NCAA recruiting laws,
{:c wasn't allowed to comment specifically on M

er.

“I really wish I could tell you what I thought,”
sald the beaming MSU coach. *We are very happy
with the way our recruiting looks thus far. We
came in two years ago with & pbm The plan waa to
recruit well In our own stato and I'm gud wo did
that. We belleve the state of Mlnh]ann has the best
football talent In the country.”

ALMOST A8 if to verify his own statement,
Perlex udded that he bas not’ recrulted outside of
Michigan except for Ohlo,

Miller has Indlcated that, although he was thé
premier running back in the state this season, he
would rather play defense, If that works out for
him, MSU could start an all-Observer & Eccentric
area secondary next season: Miller and Wasczenski
{who I3 considering a switch tmm wlde recelver lo
defenslve back) from Harrison, T fro
Wlilnll!loomlleld and Paul Bobhltl lrnm Sauthﬂeld-

p-

Miller, In his three as 2 Harrison 8
amassed 4,481 yards rushing and scored 72 umch-
downs — both are atate Class A records,

He alone accounted for more than 10,000 career’
yards, including kickoff and punt returns, recelving
and rushing.

Last season, he rushed for 1,508 yards and scored

0 TDs.

On defensc he avereged 8 tackles per game and
holds the schoot career interception mark with 20.
He 2 the school’s second leading tackler of all l.lme
with 260,

He also punted for 40.6 yard average. N

In the four years Miller was at Harrison, Lhe
Hawks complled a 41-2 record,

As Herrington has often sald, a player llke John
Mitler comes around once In a lifetime.

Raiders come up shy
at Pontiac Central

They say you can't teach an old dog
pew tricks, but they never say how
many tricks an old dog is able to teach.,

Ralph Grubb, Pontiac Central’s leg-
endary basketball coach, taught an old
player a few things Tucsday night
when his Chiefs handcd North Farm-
ington a 70-62 loss In Pontiee.

North eoach Tom Negoshian, an ex-
player of Grubb’s, discovered the dif-
ference between mentor and student,

The Chicfs put together
second and third gquarters to put the
game out of reach of the Ralders. Cen-
tral outscored North 39-25 in those two
quarters,

Hawks 26-11 to take the lead for good.
Ron Talg came off the bench and
pumped In 18 points and grabbed 14 re-
bounds for the Rockets. Phil Koeller
gunned in 18 palnts and Steve Hawley
added 14 to the winning cause, Scoft
Wlnlrey came off the beneh and scored

Ken George and Vince Eoright led
the Hawks (9-4) with 14 points aplece.
Mlke Dempscy and John Mlller had 13
and 11 polnts, r

STEVENSON 51, FARMINGTON 47;
Like a frelght traln, it took Livonla Ste-
venson a while to get golng but, when it

“They killed us on the boards,” sald  did, it rolled over Western Lakes oppo-
Negoshlan, whose team dropped {0 10-4 pent Farmington In the Falcons' gym.
overall. Bob Sluka paced the Sparians with

Eric McKlnney led Pontiac (11-4} 15 polnts, 16 rebounds, 4 blocked shots
with 24 points. Tony Hamllten and - and 4 assists.

Glenn Taylor added 12 and 10 polnts, Stevenson tralled by 4 heading into
respectively, the last quarter when the Spartans out-

Paul Wahrman pumped n 22 for the  scored the Falcons 14-6. The Spartana
Ralders and Bob Chwallk and Rick An-  hit 8 frce throws In the flnal quarter.
derson bad 13 each. “We just got tired,” sald Fi glon

coach Richard Roy, “They are 50 much

JOIHN GLENN 75, HARRISON 55 taller than we are. We worked real

When Baydarion is away the Rockete ‘hazd® B3 Qlitert zeored 13 for i5e
will play.

hard. et scored 13 for e
vllnncn. 13-1 overall and 9-0 io the

Desplte the carly foul trouble of league.
leading scorer Mike Baydarian, host

Farmington was led by Bruce

Westland John Glean (7-7) played a  Kratt's 19 points and Kyle Mutz had 11

strong offensive game, whipping points and 7 rebounds, Bill Robinson

Farmington Harrison, 75-59, chipped in 9 rebounds for the under-
‘The Rockets hit 34 of 60 shots {rom

#lzed Falcons,
the fleld while the Hawks conllnued to  “We came back strong and played
atruggle, connectlng on just 28 of 70
from the floar.
Harrison jumped out to a 15-12 {irst
quarter lead but the Rockets took off In
the second -perlod, outscoring the

Wagoner, *Glye (I-‘nmlnxton) credit,
they did a good job.”

The Falcons are 7-7 overall, 5-5 In
the Western Lakes,

well,” Stevenson coach George Van -

Nearly 4 acres packed full
of motor homes, tent and
truck campers, travel
trailers plus dozens of
camping and outdoor re-
lated booths and exhibits.

AMEED & DV SHOW

Mlchlgan State Fairgrounds « Detront

Travel Trailers e Motor H(L
Camperse Recreatlonal Vehicles

Mubigininded

] Don’t miss this ‘‘Show

| and Sell” extravaganza,
| featuring everything |
p| from $1,600 campers to " |
§ $140,000 state-of-the-art " |/
motor homes. i
1

Rock-bottom prices and | . N -
on-the-spot financing will b Win a Vacation an Wheels |
be available during all 10 § Sign up to win the use of
days of the show. a delux: Kmpislon 25 !ooI:. -
motor home for a month -
SEEMORE THAN30 { along with 500 FREE .
Coleman gallons of gas.
Starcraft HOUI :
Jayco Fri., Feb 8-6-10pm .
Avion Sat., Sun., Feb. 9, 10-
Southwind Adults—$4.50 noon-10pm
Winnebago Children—$2.00 (under 5 free} | Mon.-Fri., Feb. 11-15-
Holiday Rambler Senior Citlzens (65+) 4pm-10pm
Yellowstone $2.00 weekdins Sat., Feb. 16-noon-10pm :
Shasta plus many more 30 weekens Sun., Feb. 17-noon-6pm -

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY :

Michigan State Fairgrounds ® 8 Mile at Woodward
Tickets available al Michigan State Fairgrounds Box Offi
icket Warld Outlets.




