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Rock gymnasts stop Hawks

It lan't often that you get a bona fide
- grudge match in gymnastics. But, there
13 absolutely no love lost bcmcen

N f’;ymoulll Salem and Farmington Har-
0

© When the two get together, the nor-

‘mally mlld-mannered artistic sport of

gymnastics turns into a war.

Such was the case Monday night, as
previously No. 3.ranked Salem nipped
No. 2-ranked Harrlson 124,55-123.20,

“There weren't any harsh words be-
tween the two teams like there was last
year,” sald Saletn coach Kathi Klnsella,
“But we vrclly much stayed away [rom
cach other.”

The root of the rlvalry dates back to
last year when Salem won a close and
bitterly disputed meet. Some of the
Harrison performers were upset with
the judging and words were exchanged
between the two teams,

THE HEART of the rivalry, the rea-
son for Its lingering intensity, 1s that
the two teams are 30 evenly malched,
If Harrlson and Salem met 10 times,
it’s 1ikely that each team could win flve
— ararity ln gymnastics.

*We looked In the paper (Observer)
and saw (hat Harrison was ranked sec-
ond and us third," Kinsella said, I
polated that out to the girls. I don't
think they liked that very much. It kind
of spurred them on. My motto all week
long was, ‘How bad do you want it.""

Harrison jumped in front after the
fiest cvent, vaulting, Salem's Jackie
Hutff (8.95) and Beth Rafail (8.4) placed
1-2, but the Hawks' Tracy Soloman
(8.25), Laurl Runk (8.1) and Ji) Blrsa
(8.05) took the next three spots,

Misfortune struck the Hawks on the
uneven parallel bars. Laurl Runk, &
solid ali-around performer, Injured her

knee and had to be scratched from fur-
ther competitlion. |

“I can’t say that we would have won
1f she didn’t get hurt, and I can’t say we
wouldn't have,” Kinsella sald, "All 1
know is, we deserved to win. The girls
really wanted it — not for themselves
but for the team. They showed excel-
Ient team apirit.”

‘THE ROCKS actually won the meet
on bars and on balance beam. The two
teams were dead cven on floor ex-
erclse.

Huff won on bars with an 8.15 and
Rafall took beam honors with a solld
8.2. Rafall placed fourth on bars (7.4)
and Sue Lally {lfth (7.15).

Sara Mlchalik came through with a
personal best 8.15 on beam for Salem.
Hulf took third on beam (7.95).

Harrison's Tracy Solomon scored highast among the Hawke with
31.3 all-around pointe. But she placed behind Salem's Jackie Hutt
and Beth Ralall,

Area’s best
gets thumped

By Brad Emons
statl writer

Ann Arbor Huron turned Tucsday nlght's basket-
ball showdown with state-ranked Wayne Memorial
into a rock concert.

A motley band of River Rats jammed all night —
and then some — to the tune of a 77-55 victory over
Observertand's No. 1 ranked team,

Visitlng Wayne, which suffered its flrst loss In 14
games, saw nothing but Purple Haze most of the
evening.

“We like to run, but the cnly running we did was
golng back to cateh them,” said Wayne coach Chuck
Henry, “We didn't do a good job of getting back or
rebounding. They had 11 oflensive rebounds in the
tirst half.”

Huron pounded the offcnsive hoards right from
the opening tip agalnst Wayne, rolllng to a 20.9
tirst quarter Jead and streichlng the margin to 41-
27 at halftime.

Pollis Robertsan, a 6-foot-6 senior who led
Wayne with 19 points, scored the flrst basket of the
third quarter to bring the Zebras to within 12, but
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Harrison got a 2-3 finlsh on bars
from Jody Solomon (7.8) and Tracy So-
lomon (7.45). Jill Blrsa (7.75) and Tracy
Solomon (7.55) placed 4-5 on beam.

Hull (6.6) and Rafail {8.4) went 1-2 on
floor, but Tracy Solomon (8.05), Birsa
and Julle Runk (7.9) and Jody Solomon
(7.85) offsct them by finishing 3-4-5

Huff totaled the highest 2ll-around
score: 33.65, her personal best, Rafail
was second with a 33.0. Tracy Solomon
placed third all-around with 31.8 and
Blrsa was fourth, 30.5. Michalik was
flfth with 30.0.

The (gymnastics) communlty Is going
to have to give Plymouth Salem the
recognitlon It deserves,” Kinsella sald.
*“North Farmington is No. 1, OK. But
people are saylng ‘Who's Plymouth Sa-
lem?’ They detter start finding out.”

‘The Rocks are a perfect 8-0 on the
season. The Hawks, after winning sev-
cn siralght, are now 7-2,

NORTH FARMINGTON put togeth.
er lis sccond straight 130-plus team
seaore, beating Plymouth Canton 130.35-
114 Monday.

The Ralders (9-0) were paced by a
quartet of solld all-around performanc-
es, led by Eileen Murtaugh. She won
three of the four events, scoring 8.95 on
vault, 8.05 on beam and 8.85 on floor.
Her 8.45 wag second on bara,

Lueine Toroyan won on bars with an
8,65, She placed third on vault 8.25,
seeond on beam (7.95) and second on
floor (8.65).

The third prong of the Ralders' at-~
tack was Kara Karhu. She placed
fourth on vault (8.05), fourth on bara
{7.55), third on beam {7.9) and third on
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floor (8.3). -

Lisa Brundle, the {fourth-prong,
placed {lfth' on vault (7.95), third on
bars (7.65), tled for sixth on beam with
Canton's Carol Horvath (7.3} and sixth
on floor {7.55).

‘The Ralders also got a flfth on bara
from Marilyn Dunn (7.2} and fourth on
beam from Chris Carrier (7.6).

‘The young Chefs were led by sopho-
more Megan MeGow, She placed sec-
ond on vault (8.3), slxth on bars (8.95),
1l{th on beam (7.4) and tied {or seventh
on floor with teammate Cheryl Balta-
gila (7.4).

Ann Healoy, another sophomote,
placed slxth on vault (7.8), seventh on
bars (8.35) and fourth on floor (7.85).

Mary Jo Charron, a freshman, scored
a fi{th on floor (7.8). )

‘The Chiefs are 0-7 on the scason.

FARMINGTON won Its sccond meet
of the season besting Walled Lake Cen-
tral 107.25-93.4.

Katle MacIntosh led the way winnlog
ull four events. She scored a 7.45 on
vault, 7.1 on bars, 6.15 on beam and
8.35 on floor., ,

Stacy Swanderski placed second on
vault and beam, and took fourth on
floor.

Debi DeWltt placed second on floor
{8.0) and fIfth on both the bars and
beam,

Pam Goodhue took fIith on vault and
third on bars. Jennlfer Cunnlngham
chipped In with & fourth on bars, Karen
Runyan nailed a third on beam and
Laurcn Mistor grabbed a fifth on foor.

Farmington Is 2.5,
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Jill Birsa strikes an artistic pose on the balance beam Monday
night. Her beam routine scored a 7,75 and placed fourth.
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they never got any closer. The River Rats went on
to cutscore thelr opponcats 19-11 ta the third quar-
ter before coasting home for the victory.

“WE KNEW THE BOARDS would be big against
big Robertson,” sald Huron coach Harold Simons,
whosc teamn Is 11-2, “Our game plan was to get on
the boards. We llke to run so much, but we can't do
1t unless get the ball off the boards.”

Stevie Boyd, a 6-foot-$ forward, led Huron and
all scorers with 20 points, includling 2 slam dunks.

Dashing guard Alex Polakowski aiso lald some
heavy metal on Wayne, scoring 18 points and dish-
ing off 7 assists, Jlm Stark came off the bench to
add 10, while 8:5 center Mike Lewls and guard
Marshall Hamllton contributed 9 each.
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DOWNHILL ADVENTURE MOVIE

A GREAT MIND-BENDING, FUN |
FILLED & FAST PACED ADVENTURE |,

FEB, 13-17

* SHOWTIMES AT 7:00 & 9:30 PM
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