Theaters offer shows for adult§, children
New Peanut Butter Players delights St. Dunstan’s revives Amerlca s pa t

with production at luncheon theater

Performances of the wmusical
*Snoopy” continue in luncheon the-
ater with the Peanut Butter Players
ot the Genesius Theatre ot Mercy
High School in Farmington Hills.
Luncheon is at 1:30 p.m, and the
show at 2 p.m. Friday
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in glittering musmal revue ‘Tintypes’

Performances of the St. Dun-
stan's Guild of Cranbrook produc
tion of *Tintypes” continuc at 8:30
p.m. Friday-Saturday at the play-
house in . For reser-

For rezervations, call 559-3893.

By J, Timothy Penn
spoclal writer

The Peanut Butter Players is packs
lng I.hcm 1in and with good reason.

'w group, which bills llulf as

Deuvlu only professional children's

luncheon theater, appears to be all that

it claims — upechlly in the area of
prolmional!sm.

The group’s llnt mducuon. the mu-
slcal “Snoopy,” ls ect medlum
{0 showcase the ulenu of these young-
sters who have gained thelr experience
on metro-Detrolt stages, working in
both professional and community the-
ater, The children arc all ages 8-13.

Through word of mouth and Brownle
Troop leaders, the Peanut Butter Play.
ers hax sold out all its weekend perfor-
mances through February and there
aren’t many scats left for March,

Why? Slmply because the audlences
lr: out there and the cast does a great
Job.

THERE ABE separate casts (or tha

. y and Sunday

SatuMcys perlormuacv. the duldm:

dldn't miss a cue, flub a note or drop a
, line for better than an hour and & half
of pure enjoyment.

Any group that can keep an audltori-
um with 180 people qulet for almoat
two hours when 90 percent of the
viewers are under 12 years old bas to
be dolng something right.

All the peanut-sized cast does a com-

job but speclal
mention ahould be made of tiny, blg-
oyed Katle O'Shaugnnessy as Pepper-
mint Patty and the perfectly cast Vito
Guerra as Charl{e Brown.

Vito is Charlie Brown. He Is secure
in the right places and insecure in the
ri;ht places — just like the comic strip
ine big aese 5 Peppermint Paty. Sog

¢ big nose as Pej atty. She
rolls her eyes mg right numbz:r of
times at Good 0ld Charlie Brown and
probably has every kid In the audlence
wishing he or ahe is right up there on
atage, too,

C.B. and P.P. steal the show without
taking a thing away from thelr fellow
plavers — a rare talent espacially at
thelr age.

All of the cast members double as
ushers prior (o the show — a nice

touch.

A GOOD DEAL of credit goes lo
Producer-Director Jo Anne Lamun for
coordinating these tots. This is particu-
larly evident In the song, “Edgar Allan
Poc.” tough, tricky rendltlon,
which requires great coordlnation and
preclse timing, goes as smoothly as -
excuse the pun — peanut butter on
warm toast.

The lines of thls group of pint-slzed
players go just as smoothly, as docs
cach and every song — solo or group,

If this particular production has any
weakness at all, It would have to be in
the chorcography. Having seen a num-
ber aof these kide on stage before, I
know that many of them are much
more capable afoot than what they are
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able to showcase In *Snoopy.”

Deserving of a mention are each of
the children who brings to the stage the
animation needed for this vehlcle.

Anne Marle McKenna in the title
role is strong as the flop-carred pal of
Good Old Charlle Brown, particularly
with her song, “The Great Writer,”

Carrle Bell is also cast right-on as
the ohnuxioun l.ucy.

CHRIS M as Linus and
Colleen 0" Sluux,humy u Sally both
look as If they are pushing the Peanut
Butter Players l&yumld limit but
turn In very lvely performances

would-be 6-year-olds. (Yes, she ia KA-
tle's big sister),

PJ. Powers as Becthoven's pal
Schroeder does credit to a smaller part
in the prnduclion as does Kelly Boczek,
even though sho doesn't have a single
line as the lovable Woodstock.

Although the sccond act drags a tad
{or the 10 percent of the audience over
the age of 20, it isn't the fault of the
players who keep the work allve for
thelr younger audlence right up until
the finale.

Credlt for this successful production
also should go to Muslcal Director CJ.
Nodus who keeps right up with the kid-
dles on the plano for the entire show.

The costumes, wbﬂu not elabarate,
are effective.

Now, If you don't want to take the
word of thlx mldllfe crisls reviewer for
the quallty of this youth production, I'd
lke lo quote my often fidgety 8-ycar-
old on the merits of the play, “Dad, thls
Is a great play.”

HE ALSO has high praise for the
sack lunch served prior to the produc-
tion. “Put In that the hot dogs were
good.”

Eve g obout the flrst produc
tlon of the Peanut Butter Players Is
well done, I this firat atiempt I aoy
indication, there should be a sound fu-
ture ahead not only for the stars of this

show but for others in years to come.

Hi
vations, call 644-0527 anytime.

*Tintypes® is a sparkling ragtime
muslcal revue, and the current produc-
tion by St. Dunstan's Guild of Cran-
brock s a spirited yomp through turn-
of-the-ceatury American muslc,

‘The fivecharacter ensemblo por-
traya American hlstory from 1890 to
1920 through short musical vignettes.
This was a period of unbridled optl-
mism as waves of immigrants arrived
to scek their fortunes and America
abounded with stories of riches and
success,

. Gary Jones is a charmer as Charlle
Chaplin, 80 deslgnated only because hia
immigrant's sult resembles that of the
Little Tramp, Ax a newiy wrived Im-
migrant, Jones alfects a convincing
Eastern European accent, and he
brings great pathos to an unusual ren-
dition of Gcorgc M. Cohan's “The Yan-
kee Doodle Boy.*

His infectlous grin and rich, pleasing
baritane are coupled with a strong
stage presence Lhat makes Jones a
clear atandout amfidst the talented caat.

ANOTHER STIRRING moment in

Barbara

Michals -

lhe lhaw i3 when Lindsay Balmer,

as 8 maid, belts out the Bert
Tk v “Nebody* aad brings
the udlencc clou to cheering. Playing
8 shop girl, Balmer often

ﬂlll in het stage movements,
b\lt her full, rich volce stands out in the

ensemble songa.
Bonnle Cook, portr ying socialist
Goldman, gets her chance to ex-

cetwith a movlng uln of “Jonah Mzn.”
Cook ls vocally effective throughout,
while her uprmlve !uva conveys a
“;”tolf ugu et euu the rols nf
at Lynch all, erv e

Teddy Rnouvnr gum

physical rucmblence. While hh solo u!
Sousa’s “El Capitan® Is not especially
mesmorable, Lynch does a spirited duet

was a celebrity created by tho media

and ber purported French o were

considered dublous, However, when

Ryd.luufunylnrhuldulhahum
difficult to understand,

Rydlngdmhnbmworklntbﬂrlo
number “Fifty-Fifty* when a disgrun-
tled Held humorously demands an
to the double standard after her hus-
band Flo Zlegfleld has been cauzm.
roaming.

*TINTYPES” ABOUNDS in familiar
old tunes, all presented stylishly. The
fivo-pleca orchastra, conducied by ma-
aleal director Marlene Loucks, pro-
vides good accompaniment wtwshcut.

Debble Cragln, the show's director
and choreographer, keeps the stage

brisk and the

wlith Cook and does flne work
as well,

Dlane Ryding has the difflcult task
of portraying entertainer Anna Held as
a bit of plak fluff not to be taken too
scriously, Ryding'a squeaky, phone ac-
cent may be appropriate since Held

dancing llmple but effoctive. Great
care has been taken with the selection
of period slides used to Introduce the
two acts. Desplte a title that suggests
atiff, formal portraiture, *Tintypes” Is
allvely, well-crafted musieal.

Message gets through in low-key staging
of old comedy ‘You Can’t Take It With You’

Performances of the Farmington
Players production of “You Can't
Take It With You” continue Friday-
Sunday, Feb. 8-10; Thursday-Sun-
day, Feb, 14-17, and Thursday-Sat-
urday, Feb. 21-23, at the playhouse
in Farmington Hills. For ticket in-
Jormation, call the bor office at 626-

By Barbara Michala
specla) writer

'You' Can't Take It With You," as

A fOWE

&AND ENTERTAINMEN ﬂUlDl

In general, the
performers are
competent, but the
comic palomlal of

' the ch,

vastly underpl-yad

The Detroit Institute of Arts is
the exclusive Midwestern site of
The Precious Legacy, a collection
of artwork rescued from the Nazis
at the end of the war. This land-
mark exhibition presents the work
of distinguished scholars from
Czechoslovakia and the United

for

March 13 - May 5,

Order Advance Tickets

THE PRECIOUS LEGACY

Judaic Treasures from The Czechoslovak State Collections

- The Detroit Institute of Arts

1985

be extinct.
The Precious Legacy 18 organized by the Smith

what their owners wanted them
to be: links in a chain of conti-
nuity, beauty and faith, So long
as we treasure these things, the
people who loved them can never

Invitution Traveling Exhihition Service (SITES, in
coopetatian with Project Judaica, the Ministey of

presented by the Farmington Players, | Kirby (Dick Coe and Kathleen Montl.

scems Jess madeap than usual, but the
message of tho play stands out more
clearly as a result.

That message, the proverblal “take
time out to smell the flowers,” scems
as important today as when this Moss
Hart-George S. Kaufman comedy de-
buted in the 1930s.

The unusual dolngs in Grandpa Van-
derhof's home have made the play's
title [dlomatic for zany chacs. Grandpa
(Bob McSweeney) declded 1o drop out
of the rat nce 35 years ago. Since then,
he has apent his time dolng what he en-
Joys, which inctudes collecting snakes,

attending college commencemeants and Raobe

ignoring mall from the tax collector.

With but one exception the other
membera of the household also spend
thelr llves doing whatever makes them
happy.

GRANDAUGHTER Allce (Tina Vi-
lencuve), is in contrast to the rest of the
family by caoosvﬁg to hold a ateady

she falls in love

with the boss' son (Bob Locks), Alice

knows it will be almost impoasible for

the very proper Klirby familly to under-
stand her strange household.

The formaily attired Mr. and Mrs.

cello) arrive for dinner on the wrong
night and are at flrst horrified by the
chaotle lives of the Vanderhof clan,
Eventually, though, Grandpa helps
them see that the pursult of happiness
I3 more Important than material gains.

In general, the performers are com-
petent, but the comlc potentlal of the
characters s vastly underplayed. Mom
Arvo makes the most of her smali part
as a Russian Grand Dutchess cooking
blintzes In the kitchen, and Coe and
Montlcello 2 the Kirbys are properly
stodgy without overdolng it

Vileneuve, in her role of Alice, and
rt Myers, as Paul, huabmnl Al

- lce’s mother Penny,

more anlmatlon. Erik Carison's goofi-
ness, as the housckecper’s boyfriend
Donald, is cumbersome.

DIRECTOR Joe Dochler has chosen
to present a rather lold-back “You
Can't Take It With You.” The slower

clng makes it ecasier to understand
Alices devotion to her unusual famlly,
even If it means losing the man ghe
loves. The less frenetle comedy makes
certnin that the message won't get Jost,
h:t the =venlng Just Iso't as funny as it
shoul

onian

States. The vicality and crea-
tivity of Czech Jewish life is

religious and cultural heritage

Ages and represents virtually
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Number of Tickets:

—Aduls 8375 days

$4.75 evenings

$2.25 days

$3.25 evenings

—Studenrs $2.25 days
$3.25 evenings

—Children {12 & under)
Days free, $1 eve.

—Seniors
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—Foundees Days free, $1 eve.
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Total amount of otdee,

Culture of the Ciech Suctatise Republic, the Federal
Ministry of Foreign Alfairs of the Czechodovak
Socialst Republic, the National Committee of the
Capinal of Prague, and the State Jewish Museuns in.
Praguc. The nanonal carpoeate sponsor of thie exhic
binen is Philp Morris Incorporated.

Sections of a Grill for the Bimah
(Readee's Desk)

Prague, secoud half of the 18eh century
Wrought ican

Related Activities: Films, comcerts,
Iectures, Wednesday Candlelight
Suppers and group taurs are available
during the run of the extubition. Oves-
thecounter ticket sales begin Tuesday,
January 29. For furthet information
contact Tickee Office, DIA

(313) 8322730,

O Send me an infarmational brochure
and a related activities ticket order form.

Full payment muse nccompany ordet.
Make check payable t:
Ticket Office, DIA

Mail orders, including sclf-addressed, stamped envelope to:
Ticket Office, DIA » 5200 Woodward Avenue « Detroit, M1 48202.9959

Yo
our luxurious rooms, complimenta

With a deal like this,*
we're bound fo get a full house.

Just call and reserve a room - any night between February l4th
and February 17ih - for you and your sweetheart.
'l get champagne upon arrival, a night's stay in one of
Godiva chocolates, a long-stemmed
10se (red, ol course), conlinentai breakiast for iwo
and your own personalized bronze key ring. |
All for $99. Taxes and tips include
Second night available for only $45.

Don forgat to make your dinner reservations eatlyt
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