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GC knocks North |

from league race

By Brad Emons
sinlt wrlter

The Northwest Suburban League
{NSL) basketball race is now down lo
two teams.

Garden City solidifled its tirst place
position Friday night with a hord-
{ought 57-55 overtime victery over vis.
itlng North Farmington.

The Cougars, who play thelr flnal
three league games at home, appear to
be in the driver's seat with a 6-1
record, But they still must play the sec-
ond place team, Westland John Glenn
(5-2), on Feb. 22,

North (4-3) came very close to mak-
Ing It a threc-way tie for first. But the
Ralders squandered opportunities bath
at the end of regulation play and in the
overtime.

Sophomore Skip Barnett sank 2
clutch free throws with 8 seconds to
play to give Garden City the victory.

Barnett went (o the llne alter being
bumped inside by North's Junfor for+
ward Rick Anderson, who fouled out as
the game's high scorer with 24 points,

“THE PLAY {to Barmett) was sup-
posed to be a double plck for (Steve)
Dunning tnderneath,” explained GC
coach Bob Drapp, “but they (North)
broke It up so Barnett went to the mid-

dle — he was the second option on the
play.”

After the two free throws, North's
Rick Pennala brought the ball up the
floor and mistired on a jumper near the
top of the key. The ball squirted up in
the air and came down to Barnett, who
squeezed the rebound as time expired.

Ironleally, it was a travel call on the
6-foot:5 Barnett with 11 scconds to
play In regulation that set up a final
attempt by North. But the Ralders'
Dean Temple couldn't get a long jump-
er to drop at the buzzer, sending the
two teams Into overtime tied at 51,

“Skip's a very dedicated player, but
he's young,” sald Dropp. *I think he
grew up tonlght a little.”

The Ralders also had thelr chances,
but a turnover with 29 seconds left in
regulatlon play and two errant passes
in the overtime cost them a victory.

“THEY'RE YOUNG  Kkids,” sald
North coach Tom Negoshian, who
couldn't fault his team. “We just had
some menta) breakdowns near the end.
But they're high school kids.”

Garden City's 8-6 senior center Dave
Wegzyn, who was instrumental in the
victory, led the Cougars with 16 points.

“I thought David jumped well and
handled the ball well at the high post,”
said the Garden Clty coach. “A lot of
our passes weren't sharp, but he saved

some and turned them Into baskets.”

Guard Steve Freler, who fouled out
with 17 scconds left in the third quar-
ter; and running mate Kevin Sheridan,
added 13 and 11 points, respectively.

1t was'a rebound basket by Anderson
at the outset of the fourth quarter,
which gave North its largest lead of the
night, 51-47, That advantage, however,
was short-lived.

“WHEN WE GOT ahead by 4 it
scemed we stopped golng to the bas-
ket Negoshlan said. “Maybe' we
thought we had it won.

“But Garden Clty Is a good team.
They're as big a team as we play.”

In addition to Anderson's sterling ef-
fort (he also had 12 rcbounds), sentor
center Bob Chwallk scored 13 points
and junior forward Paul Wahrman add-

0.

‘The loss puts North two games be-
hind the league leader and virtually out
of the leaguc race at 4-3.

“We needed thls one because we
needed to make up for our loss against
Thurston,” said Negoshlan.

Drepp, meanwhile, knows the next
blg test is Glenn, but the Cougars can't
1ook past elther Franklin (on Friday) or
Redlord Unfon {In the teague flnale),

But the Garden Clty coach may look
back and say this was the onc which
sewed up the league title.

Hawks clinch division title

In o game that hod 2 bit of every-
thing, Farmington Harrlson came
away with the greatest treasure: the di-
vislon title.

The Hawks' Ken George broke open
n tght contest with 11 fourth-quarter
polnts as Harrlson clinched the West-
wrn Lakes Activitles Association
(WLAA) Western Division chatnplon-
ship with a 69-58 viclory at Livonla
Churchill Friday.

The win booated the Hawks' league
mark to 8:2 with 3 games left. Church-
11 fell Into a tle for second with Plym-
outh Canton at 4.6, Harrlson is 10-4
overall; Churchili 1s 549

‘The game was marred by an alterca-
tlon midway through the third quarter
that resulted in Churchlll guard Andy
Oliver's cjectlon. The incldent started
when Harrison's Ken Hixson was whis-
tled for an offenslve foul as he charged
into Churchill's Dave Andrus.

Accordlng to Churchill coach Don Al
bertson, several players got Involved in
the pushing and shoving, but Ollver was

the only onc assessed a flagrant technl-
cal foul and ejccted. George hit 2 free
throws that gave the Hawks a 12-polnt

lead.

Churchill battled back to withln &
going into the flnal perlod, but the
Chargers were forced to foul. Harrison
made 11 free throws in the last quarter
toclinch It

*The game got completely out of
control because of the lack of whistles
In the first half,” said Albertson. “There
were only 4 fouls calied In the first
quarter, and there was a 1ot mare con-
tact than that.”

Churchill was called for 6 fouls In the
opening hall — 3 on starting guard
Mickey Katschor — while Harrison
was whistled for §.

Vince Enright's 20 polnts was high
for Harrison. George tallled 19 and
John Miller had 17.

Scott Hille paured tn 27 points, 10 In
the fourth quarter, for Churchill. Mike
Hermanson had 12,

Each team hit 26 fleld goals but Har-

rison connected on 17 of 27.{ree throws
to 8 of 12 for Churchill.

W.L. CENTRAL 65, FARMINGTON
48: The Falcons naver got Into the flow
Friday at Walled Lake Central.

"We played well last Tuesday losing
to Livonia Stevenson,” sald Farmington
coach Rich Roy. “But we played just
terribly tontght. There was no defense.

“We gave them some prefty easy
shots.”

And Walled Lake Central took ad-
vantage, going up by 8 points at the
half (32-24) and pulling steadlly away.
The win boosted Central to 9-5 overait,
7-4 in the WLAA. Farmington dipped to
7-8 overall and 5-8 in the WLAA. |

Four Vikings reached double flgures
In scorlng: Tom Cummings (18), Chris
Owens (15), and Daran Edmonds and
Mike Kohler {12 aplece).

Bruce Kraft tossed in 14 for Farm-
Ington. Tony Racka and Greg Feenstra
had B cach.
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Rick Anderson, North Farmington junior, scored 24 points in the Raiders’ 57-55 overtimo loss to

Garden City Friday.

State-ranked Troy gymna

By Jim Hughes
statt writer

There's no question which is the best
girls gymnastics team In the Eccentric
arca. IU's hard to remember when there
was an argument about that. But the
best In the Observer & Eccentric arca?
That's 2 dispute which annually is set-
tled when Troy High and North Farm-
Ington meet.

Friday, that dispute was settled
when Troy, the No. 1 team in the Ec-
centrlc area, knocked off North Farm-
Ington, the No. 1 team In the Observer

area, 137.10 to 131.80.

Troy's team score was its higheat in
the school'’s history, besting its 1983 re-
glonal mark of 137.0 which, at the time,
sct a state record.

“The girls were awesome, just awe-
some,” sald Troy asslstant coach Diane
Manclna, “It deflnitcly was the best
meet of the season. They were In con-
trol, They had everything under con-
tro).

“Our lop four glrls didn't have one
fall on the beam. That's where North
Farmington could have taken us, but
we were looking sweet on the beam.”

NORTH'S EILEEN Murtaugh was
first on the balance beam with an 85
score, but Troy took the next three
spots with Klm Couslno (8.35), Jodie
Gleason (8.25) and Michele Slrna {8.25).

The Colts took the top three places
on vavlt. Sirna led the way with a 9,15,
{followed by Suzanne Enclso (9.05) and
Cousino {6.6). Murtaugh tled Cousino
for third,

Sirna placed first on the uneven par-
allel bars with an 8.95, followed by
North's Lucine Toroyan (8.6) and Encl-
30 (8.5). Enciso placed first in floor ex-

sts hand North 1st defeat

erclse with a 9,25, Toroyan was second
(8.75) and Laura Slenkiewlez was third
(8.55).

“You can't believe how exclted we
are,” Manclna added. “This was the
right time to score this high.”

“The win gave Troy am 8-0 record
while North is 9-1.

PLYMOUTH SALEM defeated non-
Icague rival Ypsilantl Tuesday night
121,7-118.15.

Like they have all season, Jackic
Hoff and Beth Rafall led the Rocks
Rafall won three events: the vault (8.5}

balance beam {8.55) and floor exerclse
{8.35). She 100k second uncven paralle]
bars (7.75).

Hufi, slowed somewhat by a bad an-
Kle, took flrst in bars (7.85), second on
vault (8.45), third on beam (8.05) and
tourth on floor {8.0).

The Rocks, No. 2 in Observerland,
are now 9-0 and host No. 1-ranked
North Farmington tonight in a battle of
unbeaten teams.

FARMINGTON not only lost its
meet with Hartland Wednesday, but it
lost a key gymnast, also,

Stacy Swanderskl Injured her ankle
in Farmington's 117-106.6 loss. Farm-
ington coach Mary Beth Schornhorst
sald Swanderski could be lost for the
season,

Katle MacIntosh led the Falcon cf-
fort with seconds on vault (7.9) and
floor {8.1) and thirds on bars (7.9} and
beam (7.5).

Swanderski, before the Injury, placed
flfth on vault (7.3) and flfth on beam
(;.;)‘ Debl DeWitt placed flith on fleor

‘The Falcons are 2-6 on the season
and travel-to Clarencevllle tonight.

Winter blahs inv

Airingitout. ...

ONDER IF 1 could survive
February without Sports
Tllustrated’s bathing suit

cdition. Probably not.

That's not entirely a sexist comment.
SI's bathing sult edition, lke gettiog
the 1985 TiRer scheduls In the mall
and reading about baseball fantasy
camps, 8lgnals the coming of apriog.

And, Lord knows, I need spring to ar-
rive ns soon as possible, This, by far,
has been the winter of my ultimate
discontent. Excuse me while I bleed for
a while:

Flirst of all, my car has cost me near-
ly $2,000 in repair bills, my pregnant

DON'T GET ME wrong, there are
stiii a handful of exciting players
around. Mac and Gregory are stlll here.
Mike White can do many things at
Plymouth Salem; Bob Sluka Ls steady
at Stevenson, and Pollis Robertson ls
wowing them at Wayne.

And, 1 bave my own personsi favor-
{t=s: Bruce Kratt at Farmington, Ken
George at Farmington Harrison, Rick
Pennala, Bob Chwalik and Rick Ander-
son at North Farmington, Brent Stack
at Canton, Eric Sovine at Salem.

But, be honest, how many bonafide
Divislon I college talents do wa have in
this area? Not more than 2 or 3 play-
ers, from what [ can see.

‘Irying to pick the top § teams in the
area ls ly Lot

wlife has cost me (and my
company) a sum closs to or exceeding
that, and thc winter aports sceme
around these parts, as glum as the win-
ter weather, Ia costing me my sanity.
Boys basketball has been
Let's {ace [t, the talent level in O
serverland has been on a steady de-
cline. 1 felt this last year even though
, there were Lhe Mark Bennetts, the Tom
Domakos, the John Mclatyres, the Joe
Gregorys and a few.others

ugh. Wayne,
our No. 1 team, finally gets into the
state rankings only to get slaughtered
at Ann Arbor Huren. Livonia Stevenson
I baving one of its bantier seasons, but
the Spartans are a very, very beatable

team.

No, S-ranked Catholic Central Is ba-
slcally & one-man unit. No. 4-ranked
Garden City bas soma talent but Is get-
iing by largely on the intelligent comch-
Ing of Bob Dropp.

. Chris

ade Observerla

McCosky

The No. § spot (actually No. 38
through No. 5) i always up for grabs.
Farmington Harrison, North, Salem,
even Livonia Bentley have elther held
t‘.he |‘:‘pul or were strongly considered
or

PERHAPS THE winter blahs have
crept into my judgment, but I'm just
not all that excited about Observerland
boys basketball this season.

Taking its'place, and 50 far rescuing
my mental health, has been volleyball,
What an exclting sport this 1s. I wish
everyone of you out there cursing me
right now could have witnessed the Ste-
venson-North championship match last
year at the Schoolcralt tournament or
the North-Harrison match earller this
year,

The thing 1 like about vollnypaﬂ,

along with the incredibly fasl-paced ac-
tlon snd the fearless athletic ability of
the players, Is the coaches’ attitude
toward their game, North'a Sandy Lu-
bienfeckt epitomizes this. She s some-
how able to instill in her team a ferce
competitiveness and a “have-a-good-
time* attitude simulataneously.

‘Most of the coaches I deal with take
this approach, Thus, the apirit of fun is
never lost within the competitiveness
of the spart. I don't think basketball in
this area can make the same claim.

There Is something that bothers me
about volleyball, though. Some coaches
don't seem to understand all the rules
surrounding the win-loss record. Some
coaches think that tournament games
are not to be included on their win-loss

record.
Not true.

nd sport scene.

{F YOU win two games or lose two
games to the same team In a tourna-
ment - even though they may been
two-game matches — It caunts on your
record, If you split the two games, then
it does not count. This is the state rule,
coaches. You should follow ft.

Plymouth Salem has added a blt of
sparkle to the gymnastics scene this
xeason, It's always a good story whena
team that has long been the doormat of
a particular area or league suddenly
becomes one of the area’s t. (The
Farmington Harrlson basketball team
i in this boat, too.)

Congratualtions extended to Salem's
coach Kathl Kinsella. She works hard
with her klds, and now that her leam is
on top, she's wisely keeping everything
in perspective, There are no overly in-
flated egos on Kinsella's team.

O! course, with a powerhouse like
North Farmington In the lcague, it's
very easy to keep things in perspective.

Here's a thought: I see where the
fight to keep Livonia Bentley from
closing Is heating up. It may even go to
court. So, what bap to the new
Western Lakes structure if Bentley
does remaln open? 1 hope the area athe

Jetic directors are considering this, be-
cause it could happen.

YOU KNOW, I have always rooted
for the University of Michigan over
Michigan State In football, With John
Miller, Todd Krumm, Bob Wasczenskl
and so many other guys that-I've
watched develop In high school wear-
Ing the green and white, I just can’t
root against State anymore. Take ‘em
to Pasadena, guys.

Did you know that Jill Birsa will he
the only female to carn 9 varsity let-
ters at Farmington Harrison? She com-
petes in tennis, gymnastics and track
and has since her sophomore year.

Leave ‘em laughing: Last summer I
was golfing out at Whispering Willowa.
When I got up to the third hole, I no~
ticed Farmington Hills Mercy basket-
ball coach Larry Baker getting ready
to hit off the womens tee,

~Hey, Larry,” I sald. “Don’t you want
to hit off the regulation tee?”

“Leave me alone,” sald he. “I'm on
my thied shot.” ‘

Not entirely a true story, but too
good a Joke to pass up.
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