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Obstacles hinder Mercy plans for eiderly

-Continued from Page 1

. ‘The sisters, in conjunction wlih St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital in Pontiac and
Mount Carme) Hospltal In Detroit,
have been working for several years lo
develop a “contlnuum of services” for
sthe elderly on the Mercy property.

¢+ The Sisters of Mercy want (o put up
+120 one-bedroom apartments and bulld
'a 120-bed skilled nursing home, Perl-
'mutter said. Both proposed facllitics
:would connect wlih the Mercy Confer-
sence Center, she sald,

© The proposed apariments would be
iavailable at a market price and for
*senfor cltizens, 62 years of age and old-
«er, who are able to take care of them-
+ selvi

03,
T As far as the proposed nursing home,

the Slsters of Mercy do not yet have a
certificate of need from the state De-
partment of Health allowing them to
go ahead with their plans, Perlmutter
sald.

THE PROPOSED singlc-famlly
homes’ would be located in the north-
west corner of the Mercy property.

“This would be independent housing
and s0)d In a co-op setiing,” Perlmutter
said. “The specific provisions of thls
haven't been worked out yet.”

‘The single-family homes would be
deslgned for married clderly who stll)
want (o live In a house, but want to be
close 1o other senlor cltizen facllities
“Just in case,” Perlmutter said.

While Mercy officlals are working
wlith a consultant on the traffic issue,

‘city englacers have been irylng

Perlmutter said she docsn’t belleve
that much more trafflc will be generat-
«ed from the proposed facilities.

Even though many elderly residents
would have their own cars, most don't
do a lot of driving. The amount of traf-
fic gencrated would not be as great as
if a subdlvision went up on the proper-
ty, she sald.

Other plans are also in the works to
help avercome the arca's sanltary and
storm sewer problems.

TOGETHER WITH Mercy offlcials,
to
come up with some solfutlons to avold
overloading the sanltary and storm
sewers which would affect the Lin-
colnshire subdivision if Mercy is ex-
panded.

A couple of alternatives have been
suggested. The flrst ts reconstructing
Merey Center's decorative ponds into
retentlon ponds to collect run off wa-
ter from the complex and prevent it
from flowing across the street into Line
colnshire,

A suggested solution for sanitary
sewnge problems includes directing all
sewage from the Mercy property to a
maln interceptor on Middlebelt Road
mllend of through the linc across 11

c.

But Lincolnshire residents want a
better solution than that for the sani-
tary sewage problems. Resldents claim
that even though sewage would be sent
In another direction, It would still im-
pact Lincolnshire because the te-dn
Iine is at 11 Mile.

On the zoning front, work has been
gotng on for some time to flnd a way in
which the Slsters of Mercy could bulld
what they want without having to di-
vide the property into several zoning
districts.

Because the alsiers are proposing to
build factities which bring together a
wlde range of services and houslng pos-
sibitles, a new zoning district is needed,
Rowe sald,

2 Interiors &

“They came up with one all-encom.
passing district,” he said. .

e pro| new zone, SP-5 — cen.
ters for the living needs of the elderly
— will be discussed at a public hearing
in April, with final city councll approy.
al set for May, Rowe said, "

"We've finally reached a polnt where
the SP-5 i3 workable and palatabls‘io
the clty,” Rowe sald. “It's an accept
able form to discuss.”
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“Lincolnshire resldents say that
would stlll [mpact them negatively,”
sald City Manager Willlam Costick.
"“Thelr preference appears to be no fur-
ther development until the sewer prob-
tem s solved.”

What could be done, Costick said, is
to construct another main sewage line
north of 1.698 which would then fow
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ALTHOUGH the sewage would be
flowing into another city it would be
part of the Farmington-Evergreen dis-
trict which Farmington, Southtleld and
Farmington Hills have heen working
on for years,

Because these kind of sewer im-
provements are very expensjve, Cos-
tick sald, the city has applled for feder-
al help In construction. In 1984, Farm-
Ington Hills did not rate on the federal
government's priarity lst, he said.

“We're reapplying for these funds,”
Costick said. :
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in L on 11 Mile are opposed to further expansion on ihe Mercy
Conference Center property until their flooding problems are solved,
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