Abortlon foes win ‘clean’ Medlcald cutoff

By Tim Richard
and Sandra A

jeclcd three amendments supported by

otaff writors

It was a foregone concluslon that the
state House of Representatives would
vole last week to ban Medlcald funding
of abortlons,

The big battle in Lansing was over
amendments to case the lmpnc( of cut-
ting off $6 milllon in state A

Jolned by Sparks
and a handful of otbers. The amend-
ments would have provided:

@ Belore the culoff could take ef-

{ect, the Department of Social Services -

would have to certify that the number

of couples or single Aﬂnlts contracling

with licensed agencies to adopt chll-

dren equals at least half the number ol
abol

abortlon funds for women on welfare.
Al four amendments lost.

“The whole thing was orchestrated
They wanted a ‘clean’ bkt ... no
amendments,”  said Rep. Gordon
Sparks, R-Troy.

By “they,” Sparks meant Right to
Life, an anti-abortion group, and Rep.
Michae] Gritfln, D-Jackson, aponsor of
House Bill 4007,

lons in 19
About 19,000 Medlcaid lbortlom
were rlormed Thus, the demand for
adopllve babies — regardless of race,
sex or handlcap — would have to be at
least 9,500 before the Medlcald cut
could take effect.

Sponsored by Rep. Maxine Berman,

D&m lhlltld it was defeated 69-32,
DSS would be granted $15 million
lor expanded prenatal and postnatal

care because of the additional caseload
created by the abortion fund cut, De-
splte bipartisan sponsorship, the
amendment lost 62.38,

@ A Medicald abortion would be al-
lowed in cases of rape or incest. The
amendment Jost 63-38, The pro-chalce
bloc was Jolned by Sparks and James
Kosteva, D-Canton,

Defeat of this amendment cost Right
to Liic the support of Rep. Marvin
Knight, D-Muskegon. “If this amend-
ment had becn adopted, I would have
voted ‘yes.’ Certalnly a poor woman
made pregnant as the result of rape or
Incest should not be forced to bear the
chlld of her assallant simply becauso
she |2 poor,” Knight sald.

A FOURTH amendment barely lost,
52:51,

It would have appropriated $6.8 il
lion on “slternatives” to abortlon’ —
“includlng teer-age parent alternative
school programs, counsellng for preg-

nant persons and programs deallng
wlth adoption, family planning, prena-
tal and postnatal care.”!

Joining the procholce group were
Sparks Kosteva and Gregory Gruse, R-

l(oslcvn. a freshman Democrat from
Canton, sald there was only ‘“one
chance in 10" ho will vote to override
Blanchard’s veta, But he sald “the only
argument T haven't heard is the gover-
nor'a"

Sparks sald he opposes a U.S, consti-
tuttonal amendmegl to prohlblt abor.
tion because “that cholce should be left
to the indlvidual. But I am opposed to
Medicald fundlug” of abortions. He

. Fel 11,1085 OXE

sald polls of his district — most of Troy
and the greater Rochester. area —
show a majority oppose Mediuid !und-
lng of abortions,

Last term, as Splrh
voted agalnst l.he blll becauss be was
angry that its supporters refused
conslder amendments to soften lis eco-
nomic impact. Now ha sees that as “a
dumb thing to do because I got stomped
from both sldes.

But Sparks Insists the issue is “not a
clear, simple,. black-and-white [ssue,
I’ not just morality. It's morallty and
economlcs.”

REP, LYN BANKES, R-Llvonia,
voted against Lhe measure, saying, I
don't want to sound pro-abortion, but

. llulrblh{a.

abgolutels

“Ag It Is now, a 1S-year-old whou
bealth’ is Medicald —'and
that means ber mother is probably on
Medlcald —.if she Is mped. :hq‘m\ut

to. carry that ba!

born, there is no lumﬂng in plnca io Ln- .
sure that It Is brought up healthy. ~

“I know I'll ba onq of the mrgeu for °
Right to Life In two years. I did what I
belleve in, dnd what tho people in my
district think is best,” the Iirst-term .
lawmaker sald.

Bankes 2ald Griffin, the bill's lpon~_
sor, .wnnud a "lhow of slmnxlb"
effect.: She

it's too extreme. We've got to put some-
thing In it (Medicald funding). We're

predlcted Lhe vote to override Blnmm-
ard's veto would be tighter. .

SPARKS VOTED with the majority
as the House last week passed, 77-32,
the one-sentence bill cutting off medie-
ald abortions. It provides (hat “an
abortlon shall not be a service provided
to a reciplent of medical assistance un-
der Lhis act unless the abortion is nec.
cssary to save the life of the mather.”

But ualtke most supporters of the
funding eutoff, Sparks also supported

Men ‘yes,’ women ‘no’

There were two partiea in the state House
of Representatives - men and women —
on the vate to cut off Medteald funds for
abortlons,

Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orlon {district Includes
Oakland Township}; Gregory Gruse, R-Troy;
William Kelth, D-Garden Clty; Cerald Law,
R-Plymouth Township; Gordon Sparks, R-

Final vote wa3 77-32, Troy; and James Kosteva, D-Canton.
o frovide replace | Men supparted it 74-21, Gppasca werc; Lyn Fankes, RoLivonis;
;rcazrlserv ces or to modlfy the biil's of- Women opposed it 11.3. Justine Barns, D-Westland; Maxine Ber-
Gov. James J. Blanchard has In the Observer-& Eccentric area, males  man, D-Southfleld; Davld Honlgman, R-

supported it 8-1; females opposed it 4.0,
Supportlng it were: John Bennett, D-Red-
ford, W.V. Brotherton, RFnrmlngwn Mat

West Bloomlicld; and Judith Miller, R-Blr-
— Tim Richard
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promised to veto the measure, as he
and former Gov. Wililam G. Milllken
have done 13 times earller. This ycar,
however, a number of
luwmakers have been repl laced, The
House is expected to muslcr the 74
votes necessary to override the veto,
according to House Spcaker Gary
Owen; D-Ypsilanti,

THE HOUSE overwhelmingly rc.
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