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Rostropovich concert wo

By Avigdor Zaromp
spocial wrltor

This last week presented a couple of
rare opportunities to attend truly su.
perb musical performances. One of
these was a recital by the master cel.
lst, Mstislav Rostropovich, at the
Wharton Cenler of Performing Arts, on

- the campus of Michigan State Unlversl-
ty in East Lansing, The add tray-

.
ccllo (1669-1747) was the least famillar
item and posaltly the least profound.,
However, the superbly crafted sound

di by R: was & wele
come indication of the better things to
come, .

‘THIS WAS followed by three charm-
Ing picces by Schumann, from his *$
Stucke In Volkston.” These completed
the for one of

oontrol. However, she seemed -
timldated by the superior prestige of
‘The Brahms sopatg des-

tes almost equally aignificant roles
m instruments. .

THE ROLE of the plano Is far more
than mere accom; ent. Whilo this
'was made clear In some respect, there

cling distance was a amall inconven-
lence In comparison to the awesome
experlence.

Rostropovich was accompanied on
the plano by Victoria Bogdashevskaya,

" princlpal keyboard player with (he

Seattle Symphony Orchestra, The enor.
mous and enthuslastlc crowd for the
event was larger than most musleal
events in our area manage to altract.

On the program were works by Mar-
cello, Schumann, Brahms, Rechmanl-
noff and Shostakovich.

The opening work, the Adagio from
the Oboe Concerto by Alk Mar-

‘were Instances In which the piano was
the major selections, the Cello Sonata too timid,~
No. 2in F Mafor by Brahms. This Is the
most frequently played work among
Brahms' three cello sonatas. .

While I have heard many adequate
performances of (hls work in the past,
this performanco was by far the most
co{winclng one with respect to the cello
role,

For example, the crescendo in the
trio part of the scherzo could have been
more pronounced and turbulent. There
should have been also some more
assertion in the last movement.

In the second part, the soothing
strains of “Vocaliss™ by Rachmanlnoff
served as & warm up for the second
mafor selection-— the Shostakovich
Sonata for Piano and Cello in D Minor,

‘This sonata, in my oplnion, Is one of
the most profound chamber works of

This was a rare occaslon In which the
pulsating pizzicatos In the alow move.
ment were more than an artlficial
sound effect, The last movement was
mﬁmgﬁdng with its shiney theme.
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Chicken Cordon Bleu

Above entrees include our house
salad, choice of potato or vegetable
& fresh hot rolis.
FRIDAY FISH FRY
All' You Can Eat

ya proved to be a ca-

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal writer

It is hard to plopoint what makes
some muslcal performers more im-
pressive and superior to many others,

It [sa’t merely that they can do cer-
tain things better than those In the au.
dlence. A person who speaks his native
language more fluently than we do
wotldn't become a cause for admlra-
ton or astonishment. Similarly, many

pable [lnnm, with good uchn!&uze l[l;ld ’

this century, For Roetropovich It also
has a great personal significance, He
was a personal friend of the composer
and had recorded it, with the composer .
at the plano, some 35 years ago.

AFTER THE concert he said that
this was the only recordlng of the work
be had ever made or that he ever in-
tends to make, due to the speclal and
uniqie feelings involved.

The work has Its share of technlcal
difticulties, However, the slow move-
ment poses the moat formidable musj.
cal challanges,

With its dizsonantic passages, only
an inspired performance can makg the
dlfference between the zound of a
masterplece and a formless, meaning.
less collectlon of notes. The quality of
the muslc of this moveinent In thls per-
formanee 18 of the kind that one is un-
likely to encounter in the near future,

I found the lempo In the final move-

notes, Thelr superior ability isn't mere-

ly & result of supcrior training, but they

seem Lo belong to a superfor species,

g:t'x such person is planist Cynthla
im.

Raim Is a Detroit native. Among her
teachers were Mischa Kattler, angther
living legend in our midst, as well as
Rudolf Serkin and N
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ment somewhat too rushed, This is a
movement with profound humor, some
of which seems to be most convincing
in 2 dellberately slow statement of the
main theme by the cello before the run-
aing plano passages. But Rostropovich
must have had his own good reasons for
chosing the faster tempo.

BOGDASHEVSKAYA HAD the akill
and technlque to pull off the extremely
difficult running ges, However,
the clarity was obscured by too much
pedal, which made the noles less ex-

Even so, the Impact of thia

masterful work turned out to be one of
the moat profound sensatlons, .

Following the program, Rostropo-
vich and Bogdashevakaya obliged with
& generoua presentation of three en-
cores. In one of them, & march by Brit-
ten, Rostropovich tantalized and das-
zled the audience with unusual bowing .
technlques and sound effects.

One learns 0 -accept and lve with
practical limltations. However, after
hearing this recital, not belng able to
follow artists of the stature of Rostro-
povich around the globs seems to be
more unaceeptable than ever,

Raim’s performance ranks high

——

review

sicstucke,” a group of short plano piec-
s by Schumann, “Carnival Music” by

masters, among them a segment from
Brahams Intermezzo In the [fourth

Horszowskl. Among her cu’vnted
achievements Is the flrst prize in the
Clara Haskil International Plano Com-
petitlon in Switzerland. More recently,
she may be remembered by our area
audlences from her performance of the
Rach Paganinl V in

’6.95 average performers have an abllity
that i superior to that of a non-musi-

35.75 cian simply dus to more extensive ex-
3 . and tralning in their speclfie
5.95 fleld. At least, some evoke

the llusion that a person with a modl-
cum of talent could reach their level
through extensive practlce and per-
severance.

Yet, there ts a small minority of per-
formers who shatter this illusion as

34,95 soon as they produce the first fow

the Meadow Brook Music Festlval,

THE FACT that ber recital last Fri-
day at the Detroit Institute of Arl
waan't sold out is a reflection on the
poor judgment of our concert goers, In
terms of quality, there s no doubt that
she ranks at the top.

‘The program consisted of “Fanta-

the 24 .
George Rochberg and the Sonata No. 3

In B Minor by Chopln,

When Ralm performs, every muscle
1n her body participates ln perfect har-
mony. While there are body move-
ments, these aren't excesslve or showy.
Rather, cvery veln and musele Is en-
llsted in the goal of producing a superi-
or and artistic musical sound.

We often hcar the term “slnglng
quality” applled to & plano sound, We
know, of course, {hat this [s only a des-
crlptlve term, there Is no actual imita-
Uon of the human volee in the strict
sense, But when llstenlng to Ralm's
playing of the Schumann pieces, such a
logical distinction scema mare absurd
than ever.
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‘Yhether it's a wedding banquet, a
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Count Basie Orchestra
Monday, February 18

$ 1 250 per person
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whose music I tend to Ilaten to only as
a last resort, His “Carnival Muslc” 1s
one of hls tonal compositions, borrow-
ing some phrases from the classical

, ‘Sfumato.’ ol

OTHER MOVEMENTS contaln ele-
ments of jazz and rag. These facts in
themselves do not guar: grediness
of a musical work, but Ralm's per-
formance cerialnly did. When she was
moving rhythmlcally to the blues style
In the second movement, this form sud-
denly gained in stature, It went far be-
yond the trivial motions that anybody
can reproduce with littls effort oredu-
cation. One conld not escape the faeling
that the ccatasy was real and genuine
and, moreover, profound, J—

The rendition of the Chopln sonata
was a demonstration of flawlesa pro-
portion. No, I didn’t fall to detect the
few wrong notes in the flnal move.
ment. Yet, the term “flawless® is still
Justifled as a general governlng rule.
One could hardly imagine a better
comblnation of agllity, lyriclsm and
power, applied at the right degree and
at the right moment. F

Wlhing You
. Happy Valentine’s Day
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FAMILY DINING

Cholce of
Tenderfoin Steak
Uroited Bowlon Scrod
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SORRY NO DISCOUNTS APPLY

DINNER FOR 2

plus all Hol
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& HOLIDOME AR.&:GRILL. Clam Chowder, Scafood
LIVONIA WEST Friday & Saturday Seafood i Newburgh, Satads
c"“"“ﬁ D:‘:‘;’;'s“’-"’ 10:00 2.m.-2:00 a.m.
8 Mile & |-
R n Mile 2%
Livonia - 434-1300 2?B7e§v;.!erw mﬁ?ﬁfﬁ Beech) . OIS
*When in the area visis our other locations “M
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\_  FIBBER McGEE'S - WIXOM

Avall. Thurs.-Sun. Deluxe room 3

Showtime™ In-room movies,
pink champagne at

Sub]. to avall, =os 3

Raw Bar, Crab Claws, Shrimp, .3

FARMINGTON HILLS

lidome activitics,

$1095

Adults

SPECIAL Qur new affordable ’995 9595
J; MONDAY SEAFOOD BUFFET Sculaors Senlore
NIGHT Pridays 5:30-10Pn1 $695
nder 10

under 10 -

and Vegietables,

i

Pelme RIb, Coqulile St. Jacques,

Adulte

$495 TSundays 10AM-2PM .

The best brunch In town
at a new low price)

3 Rese;wntlonsl;i 2
38123 W. Ten Mile'KdY; Farilngton Hills, MI

5:30-10PM
& Sat. Feb, 16

0695

under 10 ]

199s

Senlora

Breast of Chicken
Qrand Passion, Salads,
Vegelables, Qlass of |

Champagne, .:

All new affordable
SUNDAY BRUNCH
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