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Boyd: Council does f.ine-, but needs public input
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council.”

Even though she manages to get to
councll as often as possible, Boyd ac-
knowledges that most people just don't
have the time to go.

“It's not a hopcless cause. People
have their own lives, They're busy. And
unless there's a partleular interest they
don't go.”

Boyd also Includes another angle in
her thoughts about publle involvement:
“When you elect people you're saying,
‘I can’t be there 30 tend the store.’ They
cxpect those people (councll and ad-
minsitration) to do the day-to-day run-
ning of the city.”

BASED ON MER years of cxperi-
ence as a counell watcher, Boyd be-
lleves the city Is well-managed. But
she’s qulek to add her disappolntment
with the lack of public Input.

“The councll does a good job, but

they could really use the publle's In-
put,” she said. “It helps for the aud)-
ence to express their opinions. People
In the audience can give counctl an Idea
of what's reality.”

And sometimes the politics which ac-
company the councll's dectsion process
also bathers Boyd. Her idea of a true
leader Ly someono who cares about the
clty, has “complete 100 percent hones-
ty, compasslon and caring and commeon
sense."

In other words, Boyd believes coun.
cil members should “have the courage
to do what Is right for this elty oot
what's right for special interest groups.
You can't have favoritlsm. You can't
have spot declsions.”

While Boyds admits she's {dealistic
about the characteristics she wants Ina
clty leaders, a sireak of the realist also
tells her “you've got to reallze you're
deallng with human belngs.”

“THERE ARE SOME members up
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there that are dolng the Job." They
aren't worrylng about the next elec-
tion, That's why election after election,
they ave being re-¢lected.

“They bave to get the politics out of
the city, They have to make the hard
declalons that will keep the city moviog
ahead, It's llke a bouse. If you don't fix

the roof, you'll bave to condemn the
property.”

With 30 many Ideas and characteris-
tics n mind of what a leader should be,
Boyd says running for council is not
one of her goals, She prefers sitting in
the audience, learning and working for
an |ssua when necessary.

“Sltting out In the audience I have

more power than sitting up on the
councll. I can say what I want. At least
they have to listen to me.”

Because the council watchers arc
well known by councll members who
"know we don't have any particular al-
leglance,” Boyd believes the city lead-
ers take watchers' oplnlons serfously.

“Because they know us ., , . . . with
the dealings we have had with most
council members, they reallze we are |
not radical, we are not trylng for our
own personal gafn. We're idesllstic.
But you have to have ideals. And I
think council membera reallze’ we're
honest, that we care and we're not aty.
pia” .

Vagnozzi is the ‘senior’ watcher
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the audlence actually influence councll,
Vagnozz! ts convinced he is Ustened to
and dets a reaction.

“1do think they pay some attentlon,"
he said, “They probably pay more at-
tention to me because I've been there
s0 long. 1 think It would take someone
awhlle to establish that. *

Resldents tend to come out to councll
only when the lssue affects them dl-
reclly, be sald. Tuxes und zoning Lssues
are Lhe big audience draws.

“To most people, It (local govern-
ment) Is 50 far away,” Vagnozzl sald,
about apathetle city resldents.

After years of council watching
though, he contends public influence
works with council only on asucs “they
are already weak on” If 100 people
turned out In support of senlor cilizen
bousing, he sald, public oplolon may,
not away a councll aiready sure of
avolding involvement In the hotsing

usiness.

“Like zonlng and taxes, they (council
members) are for it unless there's a
show of auppert on the other side,”
Yagnezzi sald.

Desplte his criticsm of the councll,

. Vagnozi belleves the city Is well man-
aged.

“To a large cxtent, they (counell
members) are letting the professional
staf{ carry out what they are suppossd
to,” Vagnozzi said.

What bothers Vagnozz! is that while
council asks the staff to prepare a re-
port on an lssue, thely response when
it's presented B to “nitplek at it in or-
der 1o claim they cut taxex; or to elalm
they cut out appropriations for a need-
«d cumnputer.”

Counci is often criticized as of late
{or so-called “personalitty politles” and

&

Ing Is what Vagnozzi believes a mayor
should do,

*“I would hope they would get thelr
act together with the start of a new
year,” Vagnorzi sald, offering advice to
councll. “Forget the next election and

do what iy right for this communlty,

“'Plan now for the future. It's already
overdue. But let's get starled on the
things we need, This communlty s not
one to demand a lot, but there are cer-
taln things we must do."

Drive cautiously

On SNOW

Slow and easy,

for personal bick ind P
ship. But Vagnozzl contends that's part
of non-parstisan politles.

“Each person is their own party,” he
2atd, “You'll find more of it in non-par-
tisan government.

“But I think you bave to have some
cohesive element, Thal's the role the
mayor has to play. The one thing the
mayor can do is pull that council to-
gether. The mayar shouldn‘t make it a
position of power but should
ametlorate the positions of council.”

Bringing council back to an lssue at
hand when Individual councll members
drlft Into thelr own public philosophz-

ding to Norman Darwlck, ex-
ecutive director of the International
Association of Chlefs of Police, those
are two key words that give motorists
extra pdvantage In solving winter driv-
ing problems.

Darwick contends that stubbornly
sticking to 55 mph (or to other posted
limits) regardless of condltions can
lure drivers Into travellng too fust on
slippery pavements or when visibllity
Is restricted during winter atorms,

From a speed of 55 mph on good, dry
pavement, a car can be braked to a
stop n about 150 feet.

By contrast, a speed of only 20 mph
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ang ice

on glare ice can produce braking dls-
tances of about 150 feet — close to nine
car Jengtha.

“In other words," Sarwlick polnts out,
“for cqual stopplng ability, speeds on
glare ice should be cut to about one
third of these conaldered reasonable
under Keal condltions.”

Skid testers also emphasize the (m-
portance of temperature changes Jn re-
latlon to the slipperlness of ice and
packed snow. At temperatures near
freezing, the braking distance on glare
lee may stretch out to as much zs 260
feet {about 15 car lengths) from 20
mph.
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