Unity is the word

State Dems close ranks, look to ’86. .

By Kathy Parrish
staff writer

talked a lot about new party leadership
and thelr goals. Behind

Michigan Democrats bave taken a
tot of beat since the November clec-
tion, And much of that eriticiam cames
{rom within the ranks,

But party members presented a unlt-
od front at the firat state conventlon
after the Reagan lands)ide.

Foregoing the apirited debate they
enjoy 30 much, the 2,000 delegates
pulled together during the two-day pep
rally In Detrol's Ford Audliorium,
Playlng down the recent defeat, they
harkened back to such past berces as
Franklln Roosevelt and John Kennedy
and looked ahead to a D vi

the scenes at Lhe caucuses, there was a
lot of nal biting,

family farming, opposed cuts in soclal
security or medicare, advocated the
Cutolf of funding for nuclear weapon
testing, and suppo congresalo,

teview and approval of U.S. military

Oakland County Democrats held a
speclal b g sesslon

morning to examine what went

for them. Republicans now hold all the
county oftices and 20 of 27 commls.
sloner seats,

An “independent” caucus met during
the convention to consider a new direc-
tion for the party. -

‘There also was speculation over the
absence of Wayne. County Executive
Willlam Lucas, rumored to be leaving
the Democratlc Party to run as a Re-

OVER AND OVER during the ses.’
sion, party Iudg: urged members to
ber th

e

of the New Deal, Fair Deal and Great
Society. They also polsited to two re-
ceot party successes — Sen, Carl Lavin
and Blanchard, Michigan’s first Demo-
cratic governor In 20 years,

“The conventlonal wisdom in Wash-
ington I that the Democratic Party s

adrift, bereft of ideas, devoured by its
{actions and in daspalr of its future,”
said Levin, who won desplte belng a na.
tional target of the Republican Party,
“But the truth is we are just a party
out of power reaching for the future

while trylng o save our soul and pre- *

serve our purpose for belng.”

Citing some of his achlevements
since taking offfce two years ago,
Blanchard asked party members to
help him make the state's comeback
permanent,

“We are in a fight for Michigan's fu-
ture, and I sincerely hope — as I be-
lleve you do — that the Democratle
party will lead the way,” he sald.

(o
tory for Gov. James Blanchard in 1938,

““THIS IS THE time we set aside the
stinglng and agonizing defcats of the
past and look forward to a bright shin-
ing Democratic future,” sald party
chalrman Rlck Wiener, who was elect-
ed to a second term Sunday with no op-
position,

"'We come here not to conduct a fu-
neral, as some have sald” added De-
troit Mayor Coleman Young. The
area's leading Democrat remlnded the
delegates that some considered the Re-
publican party dead alter Barry Gold-
water's lll-fated 1964 presidentlal run,

“It's that dead party that just got
through doln’ it ta us In 1984. We must
review our mistakes, reglrd ourselves
and move out together,” Young sald.

UNHAPPY ABOUT thelr November
Tosses, Michlgan Demoerats have

‘This is the time we set
aside the stinging and
agonizing defeats of
the past and look
forward to a bright
shining Democratic
future,’
~— Rick Wianer
State Dom chairman

publican 1al

BUT UNITY was more than just a
theme for the convention, which moved
along 50 smoothly that the morning
speeches ended Jong before Gov. James
Blanchard was duo to deliver his key-
note address.

“There is 50 much unity In this con-
ventlon, wa're ahead of schedule”
kidded US. Rep. Sander Levin, D-
Southfleld, who was caught off guard
and introduced the governor twice,

While waiting for Blanchard to ar-
rive, delegates casily passed resolu-
tions supporting Michigan agriculture,
condemning South Africa’s apartheid
system, and applauding Blanchard's
policles.

A slate lssues resolutlon backed
“right to know" leglslation, a plan to
protect displaced homemakers, farm
foans, growth of the cooperative move-
ment, a plan for plant closlngy, and af-
fordable child care. It also condernncd
attacks on medical clinles,

DEFEATED because ft approved of
domestic cuts, the natlonal ixsues reso-
lutlon was quickly rewritten by 17th
Congresslonal District delegates from
northwest Detroit and  surroundling
Wayne and Ozkland suburbs,

The flnal effort supported “budget-
ary restraint to the extent that any
Ireezes or reductions in spendlng take
Into account the needs of the poor, #ld-
erly and middle class and include de-
fense spending.”

‘The resolution called the federal def-
fclt too high, supported protectlon for

sgound
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The DVF dress is back...and you're going to love it more now than
ever before! Its suggestive, body-hugging shape is right on target for
Spring '85. Make your selection from an aray of unexpeclledly bold
prints. By Diane Von Furstenberg in b'ands of imported llqhan cotton
and rayon. Sizes 4 to 14; '100 each. In Dress Collections at SFA,
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Samerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge. froy ® faitlane Town Ceater, 'Dc.llbum‘
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hee...She'll love Fenn, Wright,
and Monson’s Shaker stiich polo
swealer, li’s slightly oversize
padded shoulders. Avoilable in a
rainboy of colors...

special  Valentine for

with

Bismingham « Grosse Pointo » Deteoit's Scars

Lincaln Pork Shapping Center « Moadawbraok

Village Mall Rocheslor = Flymouth » Wyandaite

Support Girl Scoutieys
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40% to 50% off*

an

cxtraordinary

selection of

beautiful wool coats

ORLESS
e

149.99 to 199.99
orig. 255.00 to 420.00

Great sclections in purc wool
from Harvé Benard, Steve,
Bill Bluss, Central Purk,

Miss Gullery, Paul Levy,
Karcn, Refleetions nnd athers,

Your fovorite coat could be
o wonderful recfer,
belmacaan, trencheoat or
Chestesfield—overything from
the ovenized long coots

to slender sithouattes in
sumptucus mellon, tweed

or herringbone. The colors,
rich to sublime.

Sclected coliections, not overy
style in every size and color,
“Pescentoges off reguior and
original prices; intermediote
reductions moy have been token

Sale ands Febeuary Zist.
\tord & Taylor, Fairlono—336.3100
tokeside—call 247-4500

Twolve Ocks—coll 348-3400

Briarwood Mall—coll 865-4500

All open daily 10 to 9 Sunday 12 1o §




