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Wife makes dream come true for Tiger fan

By.Jim Hughes
otaf welter

OMEWHERE NORTH of Cloud ¢
rests the state of eupheria. Just
north of there rests Tom
Erhart, a Rochester resident

who atill is flying high after his experi-
ence In the Tigers Fantasy Camp.

rhart, a baseball standout at West
Bloamtield High School from 196971,
experlenced the dream of his llfe,
thanks to the generostty of wife, Pame-
1a, whose Chrlstmas present to her hus-
band of nine years was a chance to play
agalnst the 1968 world champion De-
trolt Tigers.

“My feet still haven’t touched the
ground,” sald Erhart, who returned to
his Rochester home last week aiter
seven days in Lakeland, Fla.

., Now the Erharts will be busy finish.
ing the basement of thelr home, which
will be decorated with Tiger parapher-
natla, most of which came from the
Fantasy Camp, Tom brought home

b P €aps, prog

and just about anything sullable to be
autographed by hls 1968 heros.

v

By Scoft Adler
s1ofi wrlter

* For sports teams there are away
games and then there arc away gamces.
Alma College definltely has an away
game,

. Come June, the football Scots will be
travelilng across the Atlantlc ta play In
the Arctic Bowl in Finland against the
Finnlsh Northern Lights. Alma wil
hiso play the Finlond Natlonal All-
Stars threc days later,

+ Taking the trlp will be a number of
athletes from Oakland county who
played on Alma’s fine 1984-85 squad.

. The Scats, chosen among 500 NCAA
Divislon III schools by the Athletic En-
terprises of Sarasota, Fla., were 7.3
fast year and had the No, 1 team of-
Jense jn the couniry at 465.1 yards per
game.

The creme de la creme of the
souvenlrs, again, can be attributed to
Pamela, Campers golng to the Lake-
land were asked Lo wrile a short plece
called *Why I'm Golng to Lakeland.”
Pamela submitted the plece before
Tom knew of hls gift. The best literary
work earned an Al Kaline Hillerich &
Brandsby Loulsville Slugger bat — the
real McCoy.

THE FANTASY was completed
when Pamela's pocm was selected as
the wilnner,

“It's golng to take a llfetime to pay
ber back,” Tom sald, *It'll probably be
a lot of amall things over a long period
of time. IU's hard for me to imagine
how I'm golng ta pay her back, but I'm
sure she'll have a couple ideas aver the
next few yoars.”

Pamela, whe said she gave Tom the
gift ause “he was driving me nuts
with baseball, baseball, baschall,” re-
called the phone call she recelved from
:cr husband after he won the Kallne

at.
“He sald, ‘I won, 1 won. I'm Indebted
to you for life.' *

1t Isn't going to be casy for the Mich-
Igan Intercolicginte Athletle Associa-
tlon (MIAA) runner up, however. Not
only wlll they have to adjust to the
time zone and the weather (about 50
degrees) but, according to NCAA rules,
the Scots can start practice only 10
days before the game.

YOU MIGHT SAY they're Fin-nished
before they start.

Not so, says sophomare receiver Joe
Molnar, a 1983 graduate of Troy
Athens.

“We're not golng to travel that far
Jjust to lose,” Molnar satd. “It matters
to win, But everybody Is so excited
about going over there we really ha-
ven't talked about It. Our timing won't
be a3 good, but we'll be OK.”

Teammate Rle Koler, a freshman
from Rochester Adams, agrees that

Falcons beat Western

Continued from Page 1

talk that worked wonders,

. “We lalked to them at halftime,” Roy

gald. “Im just glad there weren't any
Imathers around to hear it.”

. The score was tied at $9-all heading
Jnto the final quarter when the Falcons
outscored the Warriors 18-5 for the fi-
na; margin,

Dwayne Kratt led Farmington (6-7 In
the league and 89 overall) with 16
points. BIIl Robinson had 15 palnts and
9 rebounds, Creg Feenstra had 14
points, Bruce Kratt scored 11 and Kyle
Mutz added 1 points and 9 rebounds.

Western (1-15) was paced by Jack
Uhazie's 12 points.

_people in sports

Tom might have pald Pamela back
by taking her along.

“It’s his fantasy,” Pamela explained.
“What would you want fo take your
wlfe for?”

For Tom, it las the proverblal
dream come true, and something he
found arduous to cxplain. After de-
scribing the trip as incredible, fantastle
and unbelieveable, he was flnally able
te put It all into words.

“Most people never get the chance to
experlence thelr fantasy, For me, the
‘68 Tiger Fantasy Camp was a dream
come truc, and the memories will last
forever.

“NOW I FEEL like the '68 Tlgers are
my fricnds as well as my |dols.”

Erhart, who has the same 8-foot, 155-
pound frame when he was an all-league
and all-county pitcher and outflelder at
West Bloomficld, developed a {riend-

Alma gridders gird for

winnlog ts important even If It doesn't
show up in the records,

“It's a matter of personal pride,” he
sald. "Nothing more. We'd like to win,”

Molnar thinks hls team will get in
enough practices despite the time re-
stralnts, The players are working out In
the welghtroom now and when practice
does start May 21, there wil) be three
sesslons a day.

Salem
tripped

Livonia Churchlll, be-
hind a 2%-polnt, 13-re-
bound performance from
senjor Scott  Hille,
shocked Plymouth Salem
Friday nlght 67-51 in
Western Lakes basketball
actlon.
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ship with former Tiger rellef plicher
John Hiller.

Hiller's tipa pald off. When Erhart
pitched in the game against the '¢8
Tlgers, Hiller was one of the batters he
faced. Erhart came on with two
runneis aboard and no outs. He got -
Dick Tracewski to fly cut to left, then
got Hiller to bounce back to the mottnd
for an Inning-ending double play.

The next [nning, he faced Dick
McAuiltfe, Jim Northrup, Kallne and
Willie Horton, Each of the Tigers
rlpped Erkart for hits,

“I came back to llfe after that.”

Wlith 77 players participating In the
Tiger camp, appearances [n the Satur-
day double-header had to be limited.
Hifters had one at-bat while pitchers
were allowed to throw to alx batters.

DURING THE weck, Erhart said he
was ripping the ball pretty efficicntly,

Finland

Because the distance between Alma
and Finland 18 not condusive to scout-
ing reports, the players aren’t sure
what 1o expect from the Finnlsh foot-
ballers.

“It’s kind of kard to say what it'}l be
ke playing them,” Alma quarterback
and Rochester High Schoal grad Dean
Ulrich said, “From what I've heard,
they run well, so they might be able to
caver us well on defense.”

Teue Yelug Moo
<6 i

Reg. 12.49 8649

Reg.¥11.29
28-F1, Troubte Light teaurs

Shrong tape me "
o) ‘metal butd gunrd and haRgng
A Wiih Noary-duty cord a0
(S5~ R

30 when his turn came to bat in the
game, he was fcellng pretty confident,

"1 popped out to shortstop,” he sald
with a shecplsh grin. "Hank Agufrre
Jammed me up and in twice. The first
one I fouled off. All week I was ripping
the ball, Before the ganie I said I'd
rather strike out than pop out.”

The Tigers won both games, 13-5 and

6.

*1 really think they could have beat
us 30-0 both games if they wanted to,”
Erhart sald. “Jts amazing watching
them play. They can still doit.

“Everything was amazing. When
they played the Star Spangled Banner
before the game, it was quite a fecllng.
It made me feel like a big leaguer.”

_'The highlight of the week came dur-
ing an Intrasquad scrimmage when
Erhart made a dlving catch of a line
drive In center Held. As he returned to
the dugout, Kaline, who made those
plays look routine during his days with
the Tigers, shouted, “Great play. That's
the play of the week.”

Erhart, who says he's been a Tiger
fan = “and not a fair weather fan” —~
all his life, had dreams of playing blg

league baseball as a youngster. Hiy'
dream then wouldn't have boen playing!
in a fantasy camp, but playing with ther
likes of Kirk Glbson, Alan Trammel)
and Lou Whitaker. ©
“When I was In ninth grade (when the
1968 Tigers won the championship), |
probably thought I'd be part of the 1984-
team,” Erhart grinned. “It was shortly
after that when I reallze T was nof'
golng to be a big leaguer.” ‘

50 THE NEXT best thing was the'
fantasy, The toughest part was coming
back to reallty.

“1t’s still hard to believe I'm not sup~
posed to be going to practice in the
mornlng,” he sald. “When I get vp, T
fecl lke 1 should be there. At work
now, it's great because people ask me
about It and I get to relive it cach day.”

The Fantasy Camp was the second of
Its kind. It was Echart’s first, and, de-
spile the thritls experienced, it was hls
laat.

“That was a once-In-a-lUftime thing,"
he said. * couldn’t imagine dolng it

agaln,
“What could top it?"

Arctic Bowl

THE FINNS have only been playing
football for a few years, but thelr
coaches aren't novices. Most are from
the Unlted States and some are from
the Grand Raplds arca 30 the offense
and defense won't be entlrely foreign.

Another difference with the Flanlsh

team is the age. Many of the players
will be older than Alma’s. Somc may
even be as old as 25,

“They'l probably be a ot bigger
than us,” Molnar satd. “But that’s noth:
ing new. It's llke that every year, We
Just have to pull together.”
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“
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474-1128

league, 7-9 overall) got 15
points from Mickey
Katschor and another 14
from Mike Hermanson,

Salem (7-5, 9-7) got 21
from Mike White and 13
from LeSean Haygood.
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