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Attorney appointed to national Vietham vet grou

B’y.mch Swanson
staff writer

When the United States pulled out of
the Victnam War a decade ago, Ameri-
can soldlera were hardly welcomed
home with open arms. In fact, they
were treated as outeasts by many.
. “But time has a way of healing. An
understandlng and realizatlon of what
‘American GIs went through in fighting
“and dying for thelr couniry resulted in
“a successful effort to malnstream them
_baek Into American soelety.

- Some have had a more difflcult time
readjusting than others, however. But
.they’re getting help — from the Viet-
nam Veterans of America (VVA).

The VVAIsa

p
that serves thousands of Vietnam vet-
erans in 180 chapters cstabllshed
around the country, It assiats the veter-
ans in finding jobs, provides counseling
services and gets them involved in
communlty projects.

BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY Randy
Wright — a Vletnam veteran and presi-
dent of the Detrolt chapter of the VVA
— has played an Integral part In mak-
ing the 500-member Detroit branch the
largest and most active chapter nation-

wide,

His leadership efforts in Detrolt
were rewarded by hls recent appoint-
ment to the 22-member National Board
of Directors of the VVA, based In

D.C. Wright fills a vacan-
cy left by a resigning member, He will
serve untll the November 1985 clec-
tions, which will be held at the natlonal
conventlon in Detroit.

“They {(board of directors) ap-
proached me,” Wright sald. “It's an ac-
knowledgment of the succesa of the De-
troit chapter.

“We've been very active — we have
130,000 Vietnam veterans in the De-
trolt area, Eighty percent have read-
Justed successfuily, but there are stil}
20 percent that need our help.”

The Detrojt chapter has grown stead-
ily since Its cstablishment in 1076, The
organlzation contlnues to provide ser-

. vices for local veterans (4,000 Agent

_B]?mlrluhsm attorney Randy Welght has been
of the Vietnam Vetcrans of Amorica. “’m against war,” he said. “It's Irresponsible.”

Orange claims have been filed on be-
balf of veterans), but a new emphasis
has been placed on developlng projects
to help the communlty.

hopes to Implement Detrolt’s success-
ful VVA approach to chapiers across
the nation.
“I'm golng to coach them cn estab-
in

THE GROUP recently a
cleanup of the high-crime Cass Corri-
dor arca and is now offering a security
service for nelghboring residents. Also,
a new Victnam Veteran's Service Cen-
ter at Woodward and Temple (formerly
Greenficld's Restaurant) Is now in the
works.

“The hardcore problems are [n the
Inner clty,” Wright sald. “We've taken a
stand there out of a commitment ta
demonstrate the abllity of Vietnam
velerans as a group.

“Qur overall goal is to be a service
organization for Vletnam veterans. But
we also have a commitment to the
community. It provides an opportunlty
for our bers to and it'a

lishing p
arezs,” he said.
A COMBAT veteran, Wright was
drafted soon after graduating from
Weatern Michigan University In 1988,
He was shipped to Vietnam as the war
continued to escalate. After his tour of
duty ended In 1971, he enlisted in an
officer's program. He eventually be-
came a rifle platoon leader, taking hls
unit deep Into the jungles of Vietnam.
"It {thce war) was much worse than
they made it out to be,” he sald. “Our
commitment was to do the job, survive
the experience and get home. My unlt
had some of the finest people I've ever
dealt with — they were dedlcated and

therapeutic - it helps them get thelr
digrity back.”

The board of directors meets every
two months [n Washington and Wright
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“But Vietnam was a different war
than the others. No one celebrated
when we came’ hame. There's some-
thing about that distinetion that caused
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a lot of problems. I never was able to
understand the unconsclousness of the
war.” Ta
While more than 55,000 American
soldlers dled in combat, the afteref-
fects of the war on returning veterdtis
was shocking, accordlng to Wright. He
said that according to studles, the num-
ber of suicldes after the war was high-
er than the actual number that dledd:
Vietnam. -
“I ATTRIBUTE it to the lack of com-
munity support for Vietnam veterans
as soldlers,” he sald. “The communBy
focused thelr anger about Vietnampn
the soldler rather than the government.
It was an angry, frustrating experience
for a 1ot of men. I can tell the Victnadn
War is still not over for many of them.”
When Wright returned home, be im-
medlately enrolled at Wayne State Unl-
verslty's law school and buried hims&lf
in his studies to avold thinking abdijt”
the war. “
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