By Kalhy Parristy
atalf writer

For 10 years, Pat Stacey has taught
special cducation, Despite a master's
degree in learning disabillties, pro-
posed state rules could require the Utj-
€a_resource-room teacher lo take 30
more college credits costing $3,000 in
atider to keep her job,

~Thls Is overwhelming and unfair,”

stalters during a packed public hearing
Monday in Oakland Schools, Pontlac,
H

‘This is overwhelming and unfair.
Universitles are in desperate need of
students and are going to tell you it's
more complicated than it is. But
special education teaching is just

good teaching.’

— Pat Stace,

taf ord:

tion teach,

State weighs new special ed rules

range plannlng, the change would con-
form o the three-year state plan re-
quired by the federal governmeat,

@ Complaints about services would
g0 immediatély to the state Depart.
ment of Education, which would clarify
which rule ins to It. Then the dis.
trict would lavestigate the charge.
State officlals contend there Is “Incon-
slatency” in the present system of let-
ting local districta determine which
rule applles and handling complalnts
on thelr own.

@ Speech and language theraplats’

R are In d te need
pf students and are golng to tell you it's
more complicated than it s, But 3pe-
clal education teaching is Just good
teachlng.” .
MORE THAN 500 people attended
e last of six public hearings on pro-
ed changes in Michigan's special ed-
cation rules. The elght-hour session
rapped up two wecks of well-attend-
hearings in Eost Lanslng, Kalama-
00, Wayne, Traverse City and Mar-
juctte.
‘While more than 300 were prescnt at

changes In quallflcations of special ed.
ucatlon and In

teacher-student ratlos,

The rule changes would take place
Sept. 1, Several of thosa addressing the
public hearing requested they be put
of( for another year.

Representatives of several dlstricts
expressed concern abott the cost of im-
plementing some of the changes,

“it's a Catch 22, sald Katherine El-
lott, a Bi resldent  who

st Lansing and Wayne I

hools, Oakland's was the largest und

ongest gathering. One-hundred-twenty

fpcople spoke at the session, which
t[n:‘tcd at 4 p.m. and ended after mid-
ght.

“We expected an overwhelming re-

ponse,” sald Carol Gardner, director
QD! special educatlon for Oakland Inter-
Bnediate School District which serves
[H-ocal districts.

“here is concern about the potential
ffect on youngsters as well as In-
reased program cosis,”

THE STATE Board of Education {3
fonsldering revising 62 special educa-
Pon ad,

rules and ellminat.
five,
In addition, a dozen new rules are
ng prop Included are prop

represented the Special Educatlon Ad-
ministrators of Oakland County. She
sald lowering case loads for speech and
language teachers will cost the district
she teaches In $250,000.

“There are rules we support on prin-
clple, but know districts cen't afford.
So we'd like to sce an increase In funds
avallable through the State Ald Act.”

WHILE THERE are many proj
changes, concern s focused on a half-
dozen major issues,

While many districts have “resource
rooms” they are not included In the
state’s present spectal-cducation regu-
lations. The new rules would set up a
Structure for the programs serving
youth who can go back and forth be-
tween spcc,lnl education and general

or resource rooms to scrve students
ho need to be in speclal educatlon
f a day or less, revisions in proces
¢s for due process hearings and fn-
sﬁl)gnunru of parent complalnts,

3 Clearing of snow and Ice from resl
dentlal subdivislon sireets In township
arcas of Oakiand County has been de-

yed by the need to keep Road Com-
misslon trucks on maln traveled routes.

“It may be several days before we
are able to divert snow plows to subdl-
¥ision streets,” sald John L. Grubba,
managlng director of the Oakland
inff.-

There Is widespread concern that
giving “resource rooms” officlal ap-
proval would mean hirlng more aldes
for the programs and upgrading teach-
ers who would be required to have cer-

ain roads cleared first

County Road Commlsston.

“Duc te the sustained snow and felng
conditlons since midday Sunday, Feb.
10, It has been necessary to keep trucks
on main routes around the clock, We
have never been able to stalf or equlp
to clear the more than 2,300 miles of
Oukland County roads on (he same pri-
ority," he sald,
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tifleation in two Instead of one special
d 2.

area.

ALSO ATTRACTING a lot of atten-
tlon Is a proposal allowing districts to
mix students now elther in @ severely
mentally impaired program or severe-
ly multiply impaired program, which
Includes mental and physical handl.
caps.

Benson Herbert, mi)erlnwndenl of
Regional Planning and Compliance for
D

gan's Dep of
believes much of the controversy stema
from concern that the resource rooms
and new severely Impaired program
would be required.

“Under the old rules, there wasn't
much flexibllity to move kids," he ex-
plained. “We're not doing away with
lhuse.pmgrnrns, Just allowing more op-
tlona,"

Gardner sald many parents are wor-
rled about the effect of consolldating
programs. “They are concerned that
thelr youngaters might not recelve as
much attentlon under the new pro-
gram.”

OTIHER ISSUES discussed include;

® Teacher tralning requirements
which could mean more edueatlon for
present  speelal education teachers.
“It’s safc to say some people will be
going back Lo school,” said Herbert.

® Intermedlate school districts
would present (hree-year plans for spe-
cial education Instead of the present
one year plans. Alming at more long-

would be reduced from 75
students to 60 students,

& Now monitored by thelr interme-
diate dlstricts every year to see if
they're In compliance, local school dls-
tricts would also be evaluated. Possible
changes would be suggested,

SEVERAL TEACHERS expressed
concern about requlrements for exist-
ing teachers belng upped. Most sug-
gested a “grandfathering” elause pro-
tecting those already in the ficld from
the rules. Otherwlse, there ls concern
many teachers wlll leavg speclal cdu-
catlon for general cducation class-
rooms,

Michael Dombrowski, director of
speclal services for Clarenceville
Schools, sald he'd llke to sce increased
education for new teachers, “There are
gaps out there and programming s
moving along at a fast rate. But you
can't outdo past esperience,” he ex-
plained, asking also that the changes be
delayed until fall, 1986,

“A. teacher with past experlence
working In a resource room with kids
should be grandiathered in.”

Speaking on behall of the Assoclation
for Retarded Citizens ~of Michigan,
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speech and ) Patrl-
cla Mullen sald parents were not ade-
quately Informed about the hearinga,

“I submit that the reeson parent
turnout at the hearings is low s be-
cause parents don’t know,” zhe said.

“I'm for quality. Ladles and gentle-
men of the atate Department of Educa-
tion, we will be watching you.”
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