. through the House in
, Tuesday after 3% years of work by

Cruce’s seat belt bill passed

By Tim Richard
statf writer

IU's up to drivers whether Michigan's
new seat belt law saves lives when it
takes effect July 1,

The highly ~amended bl safled
less than an bour

Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy, and Rep. Da-
vid Hollister, D-Lanying,

"It could save 150 to 300 llves In our
state each year, depending on how
many people use them,” said Secretary
of State Richard Austln, interviewed in
the Capltol corrldor after the 84-41
House vote,

The heart of the law says: “Each
drlver and front-seat passenger of a
motor vehicle operated on a street or
highway In this state shall wear a prop-
erly adjusted and fastened safety belt,”
Children under 4 are covered by a sep-
rate law,

" All Observer & Eccentric arca repre-
sentatives from Oakland County sup-
parted the measure,

CRUCE, WHO began working on it
whlle a House member in 1981, sat in &
speclal guest seat in the House cham-
ber during the debate.

“The bill must go back to the Senate
{or concurrence in one amendment — a
paragraph volding the law in 1989 if
the federal government mandates air-
bags. “No problem wlith that,” sald
Cruce, predieting It would be done this
week and ready for Gov. James J.

Blanchard's signature.

The estimate of 300 llves saved and
36,000 serlous injuries reduced Ls based
on 70 percent of drivers and passengera

with the law, to
Austic and the Automobile Club of
Michigan, an insurer,

Other estimates of compliance ran
as low as 30 percent. Canada, which
bas mandated seat belts, reportedly
has 60-percent compllance.

BUT THERE are many exceptions
which could reduce the law’s lifesaving
cfforts:

® Police gre to enforce the law
“only as a secondary action when a
driver of a motor vehicle has been de-
talned for a auspected violation" of an-
other regulation, Thus, occupants of a
car could “buckle up” when they sce
the flashing lights of a patrol car and
avold belng charged,

® The law applies only to front-seat
occupants,

® The law docsn't apply to buses,
school buses, motorcycles, mopeds and
U.S. postal vehicles.

® No “points” shall be charged
aguln:l a driver's record for a viola-

on.

# Fines are light — a maximum of
$10 durlng the Jast half of 1935, and §25
thereafter, plus court costs.

® “Failure to wear a safety belt
... may be considered evidence of
negligence . . . However, such negli-
gence shall not reduce the recovery for
damages by more than 5 pereent.”

TN CHGED g 1
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not the Indlvidual states, ung that other
safety methods such as padded Interi-
or; were acceplable under federal
rules.

“The three-part safety belt Ia the
best possible protection,” Cruce replied
In an interview, “The others are lesser
forma of safety, Crash tests bave
proved that. This Is the best possible
public potlcy.”

The bill was stalled in the House al-
most as soon as Hollister introduced It
in 1981, "I didn’t introduce It until I
came to the Scnate (in 1983)," Cruce
sald. His two co-sponsors were Demo-
crats — Minority Leader Willlam
Faust of Westland and Lana Pollack of
Ann Arbor,

Cruce credited House committee tes-
timony by Sheila Dinnlne, a Royal Oak
mother who lost a son In an auto acci-
dent, with stimulating his atrong sup-
port of the measure,

MICHIGAN BECOMES the fourth
state — after New Jersoy, New York
and Hilnols = to requlre seat beits.
Federal transportation regulations say

last yecar but fell four votes short in the
House, year Jt salled through the
Senate 25-8 and won eight votes more
than necessary in the Housa,

Area supporters — none of whom
spoke — Included Maxine Berman, D-
Southfield; W.V. Brotherton, R-Farm-
ington; Mat Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion
(district includes Oakland Township);
Gregory Gruse, R-Troy; Davld Honig-

- man, R-West Bloomfield; Judlth Miller,

'l;;(l,iirmlnghnm: and Gordon Sparks, R-
.
Gruse, Honlgman and Mlller arc all

freshmen and were casting thelr flrst
votes on the measure.

THE VOTE was a forcgone conclu-
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No liberal a

‘There Is no “crisls” in the lberal
arts. The field will grow Lh impor-
tance, concluded four nationally
prominent educatora at a forum on
“The Futuro of the Liberal Aris In
College and Univeralty Curricula.”

About 250 people attended the fo-
.fum al the University of Michigan.
Dearbom,

It featured Hanna Gray, president
of the University of Chicago; Harold
Shapiro, president of the University
of Michigan; Henry Rosovsky, profes-
sor of economica and former dean of
the faculty at Harvard University;
and moderator John Willlam Ward,

f the A Councll of

sion by Tuesday, and backers listened
with some amusement as opponents
made thelr flnal pitches for voter con-
sumption.

“The feds don't have guts cnough to
pass the blll," roared Rep, Dominic
Jacobetti, D-Negaunee, who argued It
should be handled by federal leglsia-
tion, "Maybe what cach of you should
do 15 run for Congress,” he sald — to

the mare exp and ¢

alr bags would not be required If two-
thirds of the U.S. population is protect-
ed by seat belt laws.

Cruce said passage of such laws by
“10 or 11 large Industrial states would
bring us into compllance. We're one-
third of the way there.”

The blll was passed by the Senate

delighted apnlause
Rep. Perry Bullard, D-Ann Arbor, a
lawyer and clvil . libertarlan, blamed
General Motors Corp, and Ford Motor
Co. for “dangling’ thls Saturn car
project in front of the states saying
‘you've got to pass It It's a pretty good
lesson in mass hysterfa crealed by a
corporation-controlied medla.”

Three SEMTA seats in doubt

By Kalhy Parrinh
staff writor

When a fellow Southeastern Michigan Transpor-
tatlon Authorlty (SEMTA) board member greeted
him before thls week’s meetlng, Richard Manning
Just grinned.

“I"hope It won't be the late Mr. Manning. Arc
they going to fire us todny?” asked the SEMTA dl-
rector from Redford Township.

- “They can't flre us, We've been properly appoint-
ed," added Hamtramek retiree Chester Jurewicz,
whose SEMTA board appolntment atso Is belng
challenged.

“I can’t get anyone to take my job," qulpped Wal-
ter Franchuk, a SEMTA director looking for a re-
placement because he now heads the Macomb
Counly Commission.

. AFTER THEIR appolntments last month by the
Wayne County Commission, Garden City Mayor
Vincent Fordell, Manning {a county commlssioner)
and got an fon. But
they quickly found themselves In limbo.

The three were named Jan. $ by a 8-0 vole (with
one abatentlon) of suburban Wayne County com
sloners, who have made out-Wayne appelntments
slnee the SEMTA law was amended In 1877. The
hold-out vole was Commissioner W. Curt Bolicr of
Brownstown ‘Townshlp, a polltical ally of Wayne
County Executlve William Lucas.

Then Lucas vetoed the appolntments and submit-
ted his own list of SEMTA dlrectors — Fred Todd,
his chlef financtal ofticla); Taylor Mayor Cameron

Priebe; and Robert Paccloeeo, a Plymouth bust-
nessman who owns Pama Investment and Contrace-
tors,

The Lucas appolntments were ratifled 8-6, with
six Detroit commissioners joined by Chalrman
John Hertel and Boller in overuling the fractured
suburban group.

THE DISPUTE scems (o boil down to whether
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Wayne County’s charter can give Lucas the right to
appolnt SEMTA directors,
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Learned Socletles.

“EVERY PRESIDENT feels It In-
cumbent to defend the liberal arts,
but not science, mathematles, elc.,”
2ald Skapiro. “But I don't see a spe-
clal erisls. Research in the flcld hay
never been stronger,

“In fact, scholarshlp in the humani.
Uuil is stronger than the social sclenc-
poy

rts ‘crisis,’

according to educators

" While agreelng that the pursuit of 8
Uberal arts degrea Is not Imperiled,

Harvard's Rosovsky differed with| .

34

Shapiro's definition of the liberal arts
23 comprialng the humanities alone.

“The soclal and behavioral sciences
also fall under this category,” Rosov-
sky sald. “As our soclety becomes
even mora technleal and complex, we
wlll need to know how o apeak and
write cffectively, underatand. other
cultures, have the capacity to reject
shoddiness n;:d learn In depth.”

GRAY AGREED that the soclal
sciences are now a part of a MNberal
arts education — a practice "un-
known to carller humanists,

“There I8 Increasing pressure for
vocatlonal goals: accounting, techni-
cal accomplishments, gettlng that
first Job,” sald the Chicago presldent.
“But without Ilberal aris tralning,
these people are running the risk of
belng uneducated.”

She cohtinued: “The liberal arts are
Jjust as cruclal to the future zs ever,

makeup (our exchrsive
appomtment ndw with a.
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