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Top cops optimistic over sea

Monday, Fabruary 25, 1985

By Joanne Maliszewski seat belt use will be law s In Itself an wearlng seat belts,
statt wrl I{
tt writer g:ﬂ;;;;:llcc 3 Yy tz used scat belts, it's

Local pallce officlals expect fow if
any problems in enforclng a new bilt
requiring the use of seat belts.

“From a law enforcement perspee-
tive, it’s nbt an enforcement problem,”
sald Frank Lauhoff, director of the
Farmington Publlc Safety Department.
"It’s going to be a benetit to all of us by
a reductlon [n Injuries.”

Public cducatlon and the fact that

Growth
spawns
tax look

By Julie Brown
stalt writer

Farmington Hills soon wiil launch an

gn on
properly spawned by the recent upsie~
ing In construction of commerlcal
bulldings, according to City Mgr. Wil-
liam Costlck.

Farmlngton Hllls clty counell mem-
bers gave unanlmous approval to o
plan for reappraisal of commeretal/in-
dustrial property within the city.

In a 5-0 vote Tuesday, the council
approved the plan for review and reap-
pralsal of all commerelat and Indusirl-
al property In the city.

City Manager William Costick was
authorlzed to enter into a contract with
the Oakland County Board of Equallza.
tion Department for the reappraisal,
Council members also authorlzed the
city assessor, Dean Babb, to advertise
a position of commerclal and industrial
appralser, to be added to the clty’s
19B5-86 budget,

“It's something that's been (n the
works for quite a while,” Costlck said
Friday. "We've had such a tremendous
upsurge in growth. OQur records are In
need of updating.”

MUCH OF that commerclal growth *

includes cononstructlon of office build-
ings along Northwestern Highway, Cos.
tick sald,

“That’s the primary purpose behind
it.” The complete reappralsal is need-
ed, he sald, to ensure that ail are treat-
cd fairly.

“It requires that we do a comprehen-
sive study.”

“Everything Is going to be revliewed
that's In the commereial and Industrial
classification,” Babb sald of the two-
year project. The commerelat/industtl-
al classification jncludes apartment
buildings.

“Right now, we have approximately
1,300 parcels (to review),” Babb said,
New assessments are scheduled to take
effect Dec. 31, 1986, he sald,

‘The commercial and industrial ap-
praiser positlon should be filled by the
spring, City Manager Costick said. 1t
will be a permanent position, and the
city intends to advertise the salary as
negotiable,

THE STATE has four levels of certl-
ficatlon for assessors, Costick sald. The
Farmlngton Hills assessor s required
to be at the fourth, or highest, level.
Smaller communltics, with smaller
amounts of property to assess, often

With or without a Jaw, public educa-
tlon has helped to entlee a greater per-
centage of Michigan motorists to bue-
kle up, said Judy McNItt, analyst for
trafile services of the Michigan State
Pollee. :

In 1981, for example, 11,1 percent of
motorists invalved in accldents used
scal bells, she said. By 1983, 18.2 per-
cent of motorists In aceldents had been

By Joanne Mallszewaki
staf! wriler

Her father was a taxi cab drlver.
She married a cab driver whose fa-
ther, maother, brother and uncle all
drove cabs for a lving.

Now Anne Clark and her husband,
Bob, operate a taxi cab company ~

C CAB — of their own in the
Farmington area, a place Bob has ad-
mired for a long time.

“My only dream I've had is to awn
our own cab company,” sald Bab, a
former driver with a major cab com-
pany In Detrolt. “I took the knowl-
edge I had In the clty and applied It
out here. I really liked the area. All
we know is taxi cabs so that's how it
started.”

And since the first powder-blue taxi
was put on the road In Farmington
and Hills on July 24,

Ploasa luen to Page 7

belleved deaths and serlous Injurles
could be reduced by 60 percent, said
McNItt. ) .

THE NEW bl effective July 1,
may be just the impetus needed to cn-
tice those who usually don't think about
se:ndl belts to flnally buckle up, MeNitt
said. -

The bill requiring seat belt use
passed the House of Represcntatives

Farmlnglon, Michigan
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last week by a 64-41 vote, Although the
Senate approved the bill in January, It
tmust stlll approve a change proposed
by the House last week before belng
algned by the governor,

Seat belt use will be required by
drlvers and front-scat passengers in ve-
hicles manufactured after Jan. 1, 1985,
Fallure to comply wlll result in a $10
fine untl] Jan. 1,1986 when It will fo-
crease to $25. Violators will not receive
penalty polats on thelr record when is-

Taxi

1984, things have been rolling for the
Clarks.

The Clarks started their suburban
taxi business with two cars and now
have five. They want mare to keep up
wlth the growing business.

“BIGHT NOW buslness is at a
maximum. Cars are not sitting," Bob
sald, about the 24-hour service. “The
clock keeps ticking and the phone
keeps ringing.

But when they put the first car on
the road back in July, the Clarks were
forced to start from square onc.

“We basleally had to start on the
streets,” Bob sald,

He left business cards, flyers and
any infarmatlon with arca residents
and businesses,

When 2 driver dropped off o cus-
tomer, he'd thank them and immedl-
ately hand over a business eard boast.

fng the name of the company and the
ever-important telephone number.

Desplte the flyers and buslness
cards, the Clarks' best advertisement
for the new business is providing good
service.

“We just showed the people we
could respond quickly when called,”
Bob sald.

But courteous service, clean cabs,
and neatly dressed and helpful delv-
ors also seem to be ABC's selling
points.

MOST of the characteristlcs about
the company that Bob and Anne
spend time refining come from years
of working with cab firms [n Detroit.
They saw what they wanted In a cab
service and what they didn't want. As
Bob puls i, “when you send a ur:lll

sued 3 violation,

The law will be enforced only as a
sccondary measure. Pollce cannot stop
a motorist for a suspected violation of
the scat belt law, The law can be en-
forced only atter police stop a motorist
on another trafflc violation,

Officlals’ optimism about the rela-
tive case of enforcing the law stems in
part from the bellef that many motor-
Ists wlll buckle up slmply because the
Michigan Legislature has made it law,
was assumed we would get 35-40

RANDY BORST/statt phatographer

Bob Clark hopes the knowledge he has built through the years will ald In making his taxi sorvice a success in the Farmington area,

Cabbies’ reward is pushing hacks

boils down to service. It doesn't cost
anythlng. If you have good service,
you have more than enough custom-
ers.”

And the way Anne and Bob make
sure ABC provides the right service
to the area's customers starts with
the drivers they hire,

"We're very seleetive with the driv-
crs,” sald Anne, who Is the company's
officlal owner, “We take this scrious-
ly. I won't select a drlver i 1, a wom-
an alone, am afrald to go with them."

When Hrst hired, the 12 drivers, In-
cluding one woman, recelved a letter
from Anne listing the rules and re-
quirements of the job. A shirt and tie
f3 one of the first rules. Use of drugs
and aleohol s strictly forbidden. If
the Clarks come across a driver who

*- reported

Twenly-ﬂvq cents

1063 Bubarbes Ovmmasiontions Corpovsiion. AL Rights Ravarred.

t belt law

percent compllance without having to
enforce it at all,” sald Rep. Wilbur
“Sandy" Brotherton, R-Farmington.
Olten, motorists don't wear seat belts
because they never think about, he
sald.

*“There are a lot of people who aren’t
wearlng them because they never
thought about it very serlously, We
thought if it were law, people would
start reachlng for them.”
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Crime
dips
in Hills

By Josnne Maliszewaki
stalf wrltor

Although Farmlngton Hills pollce re-
sponded to more complainis and incl-

“dents In 1984, the area experienced 167

fewer serious crimes than in the prevl-
ous year, . i
Tho 5.8 percent decrease in serious |
crimes is especlally good when many
of the surrounding communities experi-
coced increases in serious crimes in-

. 1984, sald Debbie DeSilvio, aupervisor-
Vo

of the Hills' police records,
In 1984, 2,704 serlous crimes were ..

cording to the Hills' annual crime
statistlcs,

“I think It's a combinatlon of several
things,” Sgt. Rlchard Murphy of the
Hills juvenile division sald about rea-
sons for the drop in serlous crimes. “It
isn't just one thing.”

What's kappened in the last year is a
serfous effort tn controlling crime in
.the clty, Murphy sald, The effort in-
volved all divisions of the pollce de-
pattmeat, including survelllance,
crime preventlon, detectlve juventle di-
visions.

The patrol divislon made extensive
arrests during the year, and both the
Juvenile and detective dlvisions have
been dolng very well In their investiga-
tions, he sald.

“It's fust been a real joint effort
wlthin the department,” Murphy sald.

Whenever police are called to a resi-
dence or business on a breaking and en-
terlng complalnt, for example, the offi-
cers explain how to better protect
property from vandallsm and other
crimes, Murphy sald.

In addition, "Citizens are starting to
report {erlmes) more now than before,”
Murphy added.

OF SERIOUS crimes committed in
1984, the greatest decrease was seen.In
robbery with 29 incidents in 1984 com-
pared to 34 in 1983, Decreases of more
than 8 percent foliowed In incidents of |
aggravated assault, burglary and lar-
ceny.

Whlle the total number of serious
crimes decreased, auto thefts and for-
cible rapes increased.

In 1984, auto thefis totaled 376 com-
pared to 318 in 1983, Rapes [ncreased
from #lx In 1983 to nine in 1984,

As far as preventing rapes, Murphy
said resldents, partieularly women,
must learn “not to be 3o trusting,” and

out,it'sa of the pany.
Anne agrees, adding that “It  all

Hidden past unveiled after death
of renowned city council watcher

By Julis Brown
statf writer

‘The congenial, soft-spoken city hall
watcher who dled last Oclober has be
come the center of a court case involy-
Ing his nearly $200,000 estate.

Oakland County Probate Judge Eu.
gene A. Moore has set a Tuesday,
Mareh 5, hearing date for reviewing
the estate of Liston Shepard.

Shepard, who was 74, dled Oct, 27,
1984. He lived in Farmington Hills and
had operated a Farmington Hille gro-

. oary atore before his retirement.

[}
'

* The March § hearing wlll be held to
review a petition flled by Marcella J.
‘Calto. Calto of Euclid, Ohlo, elalms to
be Shepard's daughter from a common
iaw marriage,

Shepard was well known in the com-
munity as an observer of the political
scene. He frequently was seen at politi-
cal functions and often at Farmington
Hills city hall. He was beat known for
his “battle of the easement” with Coun-
cllman Charles Williams. Shepard's
and Willam's properly abutted. Both
clalmed ownershlp of the easement,

' A modest dresser, few persons ex-

pected he was worth the $107,009 Jixtaq
as assels in the court suit. Nelther did
they realize he had a daughter.

The petition was flled “for determi-
nation of heirs,” according to Calto's
nlukmcy. K:lr]melh Morris of Livo;un.

“Apparently, when the original peti-
tion was filed, she wasn't listed 5 a
daughter,” he said,

AT THE hearing, a petition filed by
Mnrzgrcl Barr of Fenton, Shepard’s
alster’and the pcnonllbomprgsenut.we

learned that Jobn Bolsick of West
Bloomfleld and his wife,

removed cash and other asscls from
Shepard’s home the day that he dled,

According to the pelltion, the Bal-
sleks “removed from the resldence of
the deccased cash estimated to be at
least $50,000, together with jewelry, in.
cluding diamonds and other items.”

The petition also clalms that Mar-
guetite Balsick “turned over time cer-
titicates and like items she could not

for the estate, will also
In that petition, Barr clalms she
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compared to 2,961 1n 1983, ac» 1

to "be of where they are”
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