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F EVER THERE was a man qual-
ified to start a semiprofessional
foolball team, it's Chuck Van

Robays. He's spent enough time
doing battle on mlnor league gridirond
to draw veteran's pay.

Van Robays, a former assistant foot.
ball coach al Rochester Adams and mi-
nor lcague player from 1968-1976, ls
spearheading a venture for adventure
which he hopes will result in exclting
football In Oakland County. He Is man.
aglng partner of the Oakland County
Ralders, a semlpro tcam which wil)
make Its debut In the Northern States
Football League (NSFL) thls August.

Hls excltement is manifested In the
tcam's motto: “We Play for Adven-
ture.”

There's still some wrinkles to be
worked out, but come August, Oakland
County wlll be represented in the
teague along with Grand Raplds, Ra.
cine, Wis,; Lincolnwood, 111.; Janesville,
Wisc.: Indlanapolls, Ind,; and Gary, Ind.
There’s a possibility the league will ap-
prove more new franchises in addition
to the Raidefs,

THE OAKLAND County Ralders
whose decor will bear a steiking resent-
blence to the Los Angeles Ratders of
the NFL, have their office based in Ro-
chester, although the team will play In
‘Pontiac. Van Robays announced last
‘week the team will play flve home
.games at Wisner Stadium and one af
-Abe Pontlac Sliverdome. A practice site
‘has yot to be determined.

) .Van Robays also announced Rabert
»“Turf” Kauffman witl the head
scoach of the Ralders. A coachlng staft
ol three assistants fas yet to de ap
potnied. One possible candidate Is Joe

Zelmanski, former hcad coach ai
Adams.

The groundwork has been set, bul
there's still plenty to keep Van Robays
busy. He's managing partner with Dr.
Richard Kleln and Dr. Thomat
Chwlerut, but puttlng the operation to-
gether Is Van Robays' department.

“I've always been interested in put.
ting a team together, It's just that the
climate wasn't right,” sald the forme:
Adams assistant, who played minot
Jeague football with the defunct Pontl.
ac Arrows “and Pontlae Fireblrds
*When the Michigan Panthers left (and
merged with the Oakland Invaders in
the United States Football League), !
thought the timing was perfect. We ap-
plied to the NSFL and our franchise
was voted [n.”

Van Robays recelved the formal nod
of approval Jan. 6 at the monthly
league meeting in Chicago. Now, ev-
erything Is full speed ahead - which is
the only rate possible in order to ficld a
team for the fall schedule.

“We've had 70-80 calls already from
possible players,” Van Raobays sald
“We have B8-10 people with the right
credentlals who have signed letters of
Intent.”

THE RAIDERS will have a frec
agent-type camp In the spring. Van Ro-
bays also talked about “hospitallty
houses™ at the Unlversity of Michigan
and Michigan State University, where
prospective players can see what the
Ralders are all about.

“We plan to put out a good team. We
have to if we want to compete tn this
league,” he sald, adding the NSFL Is
the best minor league around. *If we
don’t, we'll be on the short end of a lot
of big scores.”

With the Panthers moving to Oak-
land, Callf., Van Robays would llke to

and ‘Raiders revisited

nd latehed on with the Bal-

football

get some of the players left behind.
There won't be a Doug Flutie among
them, but Van Robays hopes to fInd
some hame players.

“Maybe we can pick up some of the
backlash (from the Panthers),” he said.
“We won'l be of that callber, but we
won't be that far off. There won't be
any $7 million players, though, that's
for sure.”

No, the salarles are more like $2,000-
3,000. He calls It a “working man’s
lcague,” certalnly because players need

&
timore Colts where he rewrote the NFL
passing records,

“We {NSFL) have a contract with the
NFL and the USFL,” Van Robays sald.
“They can bring one of our players up
at anytime. We have very close ties
wlith both leagues.” .

Van Robays knows what he's up
agalnst the first year. The Panthers’
brief history Is enough for a quick edu-
catlon in the study of selllng a football
team. Even during a champlonshlp sca-
son, the Silverdome wasn't packed with
spectators.

“We're not fools,” he sald. “We know
there's not a miltlon people out there
who want to see minor league football,
We're working with corporate sponsors
wlith hopes of selllng blocks of tickets
for 2 we can

other work to support So,
why would anyone be interested In
playlng semipro football when (he
chance of maklng the big league Is
about as likely as hitting the Loito
when you only play five numbers?

“We'll get the kids who only played
high school football and haven't yet got
football out of thelr system,” Van Ro-
bays said. “Some will make it. A major-
1ty of the players will be those who ha-
ven't quite made it In the NIFL or USFL
— the players who n more season-
ing. We're golng to need those types of
players {o compete.

“And, there's a lot of greal athletes
oul there who just haven't played foot-

FOR A FEW — albeit very fow
the NSFL can be a step toward the blg
time. That player would have to be a
tongshot, not unllke Hall of Famer
Johnny Unitas, who was cut by the
Pittsburgh Steelers, played sandlot ball

break even the flrst year, and next
year, maybe make a proflt.”

Promotions will have to play a part
If the Ralders expect to draw blg
crowds. The game at the Sllverdome —
either Sept. 21 or 28 — willl feature an

Pioneer

burned by GVSC

It's tough encugh to beat the Grand
Valley State College men's basketbal]
team In their own on a pormal
night. But, when the Lakers shoot 57
percent from the floor {85 percent In
the sccond half), §'s darn near impos-
slble.

So the Oakland University cagers
{ound out in Thursday night's 81-78

oss.

The Ploncers, desplte GVSC's fire-
works, led 39-38 at the half and 65-64
with 8:56 leit in the game.

Then Grand Valley started to burn
the twine. In a short 2 minutes, the
Lakers reeled off a 12-4 spurt (o as-
sume command of the game.

Ironlcally, GVSC'a chllly free throw
ahooting (flve missed 1-and-1 opportu-
nitles in the finat 2:30) altowed OU to
pull within 2, 76-7¢ with 39 seconds
Ieft. |
Ron Polus, one of the Great Lakes

Athletic C s

to the
who fs credited with breaking the
league attendance record for one
game, which, Van Robays said, Is
“ 0 something.”

ALL THE home games will be fol-
lowed by a concert afterward. After
the game at the Silverdome, the con-
cert performers w1 be headllners, de-
pending on who's In the arca at the
time.

Van Robays sald tickets for games at
Wisncr will be $5 (adults) and $3 {chil-
dren). Season tickets are $25.

There's stlll plenty of time to latch
on to season tickets.

*We've sold two already,” Van Ro-
bays said with a smite,

Livonia boxer makes pro debut

leading scorers, ended the OU charge
with a thundering slam-dunk. Polus
scoved 20 points, 16 n the final half,

Randy Parlor led Grand Valley (13-
2 {n the GLIAC, 18-7 overall) with 24

Ints.

Chrls Howze and Scoft Bittinger
cach scored 19 o pace OU. Freshman
Peie Schthl chipped in 16.

QU, seventh place in the GLIAC
with a 5-1¢ record, is 13-14 overall,

The Pioncer's did get some good
news Thursday. Junlor guard Rob
Skinner from Essexville was named
to the GLIAC All-Academle team.

OU WOMEN WIN
Despite shootlng o frigid 37 percent
from the floor and committing 31
turnovers, Oakland Unlversity's
womens basketball team defeated
Grand Valley, 78-70 Thursday night.
Defense did the trlek for the Lady

cagers

OU sports

Pioncers. They tralled by as many as
8 carly In the second half, But on two
occastons, the Ploncers held the
Lakers scoreless for four minutes,

During those Intervals, the
Ploncers outscored Grand Valley 23.
4

Brenda McLean led the way for QU
with 15 polnts and 15 rebounds. Kin
Nash adddd 13, Tonl Tasparovie 11,
Sara Knuth and Julle Wilga 10 each,

OU also got huge boost from fresh.
men Cherry Wilks and Margaret
Boyle. The two came off the QU
bench and contributed 12 polats, § as.
slsts and 3 steals between them.

‘The OU women are in fourth place
In the GLIAC with a 8-6 record, 14-13
overall. GVSC Is 10§ in the GLIAC,
13-13 overall.

‘The GLIAC honored a palr of Lady
Ploneers, also. Brenda McLean, aver-
aglng 153 paints per game, was
ramed to the GLIAC's All-Academic
team and Kim Nash earned honcrable
mention A)l-GLIAC honors,

ON THE MATS

©Oakland Unlversity sophomore Jer-
ry Umin will be one of three Ploncers
competing In the National Division I
Wrestling Tournament March 2-3,

Umln, a 158-pounder, qualifled by
winning the Mid-East Regional title
at 150, He's expected to be one of the
top seeds In his weight division.

Sophomeres Dave Witgen (142) and
John Solomonson (167} also qualifled
for natlonals. Both earned wlld-card
berths,

' By Brad Emons
stalf writor

Livonta's Cralg Payne will launch his pro boxing
career In familiar surroundings.

He'll make his long-awalted debut March 21 at
Detrolt's Cobo Arena as part of a card put on by
promater Bill Kozerskt of Gold Clrcle Productlons.

“We've signed for one fight, but we hope to be on
a show here every other month,” said Paul Soucy of
the Livonla Boxing Club,

Soucy, who manages Payne along wlth Dick Qul-
ton, satd an opponent has not yet been Jined up,

Payne has been inactive since last summer when
he lost a controversial 3-2° decision to Phlladel-
phia’s Tyrell Blggs in the super-heavywelght (Inals
of the Olymplc Box-Offs held in Las Vegas. (Biggs
weni on to win the gold medal).

“By not winnlng a medal you've goi to work 10
times as hard to get o pro career golng* said
Soucy. “Belng out that long {seven months) is tough,

“But with Cralg's background and name, we hope
to draw some people down to sce him fight.”

BECAUSE OF CONTRACTUAL problems and
Inactlvity, Payne was ready to qult the fight game

Red Wings vs. Vancouver Canucks
February 27 - 7:30 P.M.
Red Wings vs, Minnesota North Stars
March 1-7:30 PM.
Red Wings vs. Minnesota North Stars
March 2 - 8:30 P.M.
WXON-TV 20

I _Tickets at Joe Lauls Arena & TicketWorld
BY PHOL
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“Things kept falllng through,” said Payne, a for-
mer Natlonal Golden Gloves champlon, “Nothing
came through. I was to the polnt where I wasn't
hungry any more. I had hoped to fight at Cobo on
Dee. 20th, but the show fell through because It was
too close to Chrlstmas, Ticket sales were way
down.”

Payne ls currently in tralning at the Castaway
Hatel In Las Vegas, sparring with James Broad, a
heavywelght ranked In the top 10 in the world.

“This fight is going to make me or break me." he
said. “I'll traln here through March 15th and hope-
fully work with Larry Holmes (the world champi-
on).”

Payne's tcam has grown to flve. In addition to
Soucy and Quiton, the Livonla boxer has obtalned a
physlcinn, Dr. Gasper Rufilno; an atterney, Mark
Rlsman (who represents Holmes); and a trainer,
Eddle Futch (Holmes' trainer).

BODYSERVICE

BUMPING & PAINTING

All Work Guaranteed  Free Estimates
Reliable and Experienced sinee 1930
mabes of cars
Towlng » Loaners » Quick Service
28829 Orchard Lake Rd., between 12 & 13 Mile

Farmingwa Bittls ~ $53-7111

Compare our prices, quality
and gusrantee!’

Motning Leaguas Wantedlll
Give us a call and ask ua about our
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Chip Chamberlin, Managet/Golt Director
453-1900
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tiooar: Carotyn J. Viles, 3134

Edgrmad Part Drive, Union
Newspaper, Obsrver & Eccsotric
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8‘8 l@rae Burn Golf Glub

10860 W. Five Mile Rd.
{Corner of § Mile and Napler Road)
MOUTH

,SOUCY ALSO announced Monday that the LBC
will host the Detralt area Golden Gloves Tourna-
ment, scheduled for March 9 and 16 at the Inksier
Recreation Center.

The event, sponsored by Budwelser, Is a atepplng
stone to the Natlonal Golden Gloves Tournament
March 25-30 in Little Rock, Ark.

Soucy prediets that two of his LBC fighters In the
open diviston, Farmington’s Mlke Dardini (125
pounds) and Todd Vickers (165), have a good shot at
maklng the natlonals,

Tickets for cach scssion arc available at Griffin’s
Sport Shop [n Livonla for $5 {ringslde) and $3 (gen-
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We Specialize in
Backyard Play
Equiptnent by

Games

Yhings, JT,

SWING INTO SPRING
AT OUR GRAND OPENING SALE
- 10% OFF ENTIRE LINE
Now through March 31
Free Color Catalog

25 year guarantee
on all pressure
treated wood patts

wrx 127

65 E. Maple

48" o $

TN
Novoply

from Champlon Bullding Products®
warkbench
tOpS

30" x60" x 1"

$ [
heavy duty
hardware

kit ¢ $15°
shelves, paintable, very strong

10, $2%)

Just E. of Liveznois
Acrass from K-Mare

Troy

Swing Design Detivery & Installation Availsble

524-0022

1000
30650 Plymgzm‘l\qd. Livonia
Hoare: NoaFri. 97130 paa, Sat. 9-5:30, Bon. 104

SAVE
DOLLARS
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Showroom
and Sales

$

25429 W. Five Mile
Rodford Twp,
532-5646
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When You Buy From

BERGSTROM’S

If Your Gas Bill Was $1000.00 Last Year and You Have A Furnace
More Than 10 Years Old You Could Save As Muck As

#125.00 EVERY YEAR 250.00 EVERY YEAR *400.00 EVERY YEAR
The Carrier Gas Saver The Carrier Super Saver The New Weathermakar
Last Time at 7] LastTimeat = SUPER QUIET
1884 Prices 1884 Prices Last T/me at
336937 589 159 1884 Prices
ey shasnes $1124%
ha3076 101 Instafaiion Extra 588X080
Insialistion Extra Inniattation Extra
GOOD BETTER BEST

¢ ¢ NOT
P PENNIES suceuws

MARCH 31d
e servico
i3 coupled wilh
unsurpassed
1echnical expertise

¢ f

Stora Hours
9-8 Monday-Friday
9-5 Saturday
12-4 Sunday

pass, BERGSTROM'S Expert ONE DAY instatiation Available, 5,
2n Avallable ey

Gaylan os?("d :--—-—-—-—-—--COUPON ——— INSINKERATOR
a ; % H.P. GARBAGE
Tollet Seat b 30% OF F WITHBTAINIESS
with brass hingss w . ALL VALLEY LAVATORY ST e LEAa
$4095 =Y, "M FAUCETS IN STOCK ONLY sa70s
Reg. 7550 — — S March 3, 1088 I 8333 LIMIT 1 siZo *09.05
AMERICAN BANNER 33,22 A
Laundry THE LAU VAPOR AIR 8
STANDARD STAINLESS STE
PELBE Faucet SINK 7" DEEEFL POWER MU;VI lDIi;IBE R
Grads A Whie 69
s o5 s 1 395 Rog. *99.95
Inchides Humidstat
LD o i Gorbor e DoctSupoly Lias,
0, ) MUSTEE 40 Gallon §i~ P ~
35% OFF LAUNDRY WATER HEATER || 1 o OUPON
ANY SHOWER oo s1390 || 1% OFF -
DOORIN 19 Reg.$17205 || February Special
STOCK ONLY Peg. *34.95 |  for Senior Citizens
i 14 I__ _Explres Feb, 26, 1985




