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Church shut down in bid for new parking lot

By Julie Brown
statt writer

single famlly resldential use to park-
ing. The change was requested by the

A subdivision assoclation has per-
suaded city legislators to reject a re-
zonlng request which would have led to
constructin of a 103-car parking lot for
aneighborhing church.

Counchl members turned down 5-10-1
the request to rezone the 10 Mlle Road/
Glencreek Drive site, with Mayor Jan
Dolan casting the dlssenting vote.

e request was for a change from

Alliance Church on 10 Mlle
Road.

Area residents spoke out against the
Pro] change, cxpressing concern
about traffic safety and possible draln-
age problems It might cause,

“THERE 1S something golng on In
the church eil the time,” Stephanle
Sanders, 27905 W. 10 Mile, sald. “It Is
not Just a Sunday type of church.

“We don't really feel, my husband
and 1, that we would want a parking lot
that close tows.”

‘The proposed parking lot would have
had an entrance to Glencreek Drive, dl-
rectly opposite an entrance to the
church's main parking lot, which is ad-
jacent to the church bullding.

“This |s the only street entrance to
our subdlvision, 8o It impacts us great-
1y,” said Danlel Hofmann, 23685 Glen-
creck Drive. “It will vastly change the

somcone to do this.”
Larry Gordon, 23555 Newell Circle
W., spoke up for the church,

“They have been good nelghbors,” he
said, “I would like to see the city work
with these people, because they do have
needs.”

Prior to the Tuesday meetlng, mem-
bers of the Old Farm Colony Subdlvi-
slon Assoctatlon had wrilten a letter to
the council asking that the item be
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Tie vote defeats street

By Julis Brown
staff writor

The proposcd paving of Metroview
Road from Eight Mile Road to Green
Hill Road in Farmington Hills’ south-
west corner dled Tucsday, following a
33 clty council vete,

The estimated cost of the project
was $142,769.10. Part of the cost would
have been borne by the owners of two
large parcels of land along the east
slde of Metroview Road.

The owner of one of the parcels, a
sod farm, would have pald $22,113.36;
the owner of the sccond, developer
John Uznis, would have pald $18,427,
The city’s cost would have been
$81,487.

Clty Manager Willlam Costlck bad
recommended that the clty p
with efforts to designate Metroview

+ and Green HIN roads as “major roads.”
Under that designatlon, funds for such
roads could be used for the project.

COSTICK HAD also recommended
that:

at:

@ The clty should establish a speclal
assessment distriet for the paving, and
that assessment to Metroview Road
residents be the same as the cost for
paving to a local road standard. The
largest single-famlly site assessment
was cstimated to be $2,063.91.

@ The clty should barricade the con-
ncction of Green Hlll and Metroview
roads unill the Metroview paving s
done.

® The pro Green Valley Es-
tates subdivision (to the north and west
of Metroview) should be modifled, so
that It would not be conmected to
Mctroview Road.

Prlor to the vole, several area resl-
dents spoke.

“My maln concern Is, first of all,
we're belng asseased for something we
don't want,” said Joseph Joyal, 20975
Metroview Road. He also expressed
concern about traffic problems.

“We don't want the road, and we

don't need t,” Joyal told the council,

“My major concern ls safety, the
safety of chlldren In particular,” sald
Jim Trunk, 21252 Parklane.

“We've hnd problems down there for
years,” zald Robert Wisner, 21125
Metroview Road, Trucks ace unnble to
turn around at the street's end, he sald.

“They cannat turn around, there Is
absolutely no place for them to turn
around.

“The monster's come home to roocat
now. We dldn't create the sltuatlon,
why thould we pay to pave the road?

“If you're golng to do the thing, do it
right, or don't do it at all. I'm against
the paving, but as long as It's got to be
done, do the whole thing.”

BRUCE DUBIN, 21085 Mctroview
Road, a ,

“J think If you're golng to do it, you
might as well do the job right," Dubln
said, “I don't want It, but If you're
golng to do it, do it right and do it
qulckly."

paving

Council member Charles Willlams
spoke out agalnst the pro] .

"We're investing $80,000, where we
probably have higher prioritles in the
city,” ke sald. “1 we're forcing
this upon the residents of Metroview.”

Willlams voted against the paving
project, as did council members Joe Al
kateeb and Donn Wolf, Joan Dudley,
Jan Dolan and Ben Marks voled to ap-
prove the paving project. JoAnn Saro-

* nen was at o conlerence out of town
Tuesday.

“Ihe concrete's been poured on
Green Hill,” City Manager Costlck said
Friday. A barricade now stands at the
end of Green Hill Road, he sald, block-
ing access to Metrovlew Road.

“The lssue that has to be declded yet
fa what to do with that barricade,” Cos-
tick said.

“There is a lot of interest of people
who want to have the roads d

"] have some difficulty, with know-
Ing all these people came out, wilh
postponing the item," council member
Joan Dudley said.

“Jt disturbs me how much longer this
might take,” she said, noting that a
public hearing on the item was held
Jan, 17, “I do think the proponent (the
church pastor, Paul Bersche) has a
right to a decislon.”

A DEADLOCK had resulted earlier
when the clty's planalng commlssion
voted 4-4 on the zoning request.

Attorney Harold Larson appeared
before the councll on behalf of the
church,

“We hope we would have ap opportu-
nity tonight to examine the facts of this
proposal,” Lartson said.

“Thiy church has been a good neigh-
bor, thls church wants to continue to be
a good nelghbor.”

Growth of the church has ercated a
need for addltional parking, he sald.

The heavlest use of the area would
be on Sunday mornings, Larson sald,
and thus would have a leaser impact on
arca restdents.

*“The property in questlon does have
a proper relationship to the surround-
Ing area," sald Claude Coates of Vill-

.can-Leman & Associates, the clty's
planning consultants. Traffic generated

by the church shouldn't be a major
problem, he sald.

“The capacity of the site should ba
large enough to handle it."

Traffic “Is not such a signlficant
amount that it will endanger the
health, safety and welfare of the area,”
Coates sald.

01d Farm Colony Subdivision Assocl.
ation members had asked for a post-
ponement of the ltem, in part so they
could consult a lawyer,

“Getting publlc input does not neces.
sarily call for an attorney being pres.
ent,” councll member Charles Witllams

sald.

“1 don't think these people have
needed an attorney,” Dudley sald, add.
ing that they had effectively presented
their views.

“I'm not sure, but an altorney might
Just get in there and meas it all yp,”
councll member Donn Wolf said.

Several councll members expressed
concern about the project's size,

“The reom isn‘t there, and we want
{0 try to stroteh the rules to do it," Wolf

sald.

“I don’t like dumping 400 cars on o
realdenttal road, I don’t care what time
of day or night It Is,” Dudley sald.

“The project as propesed today Ls too
Jarge, In my oplalon,” counell member
Ben Marks satd.

Farm.

I'll probably be taklng some recom-
mendatlons back to the councll” fol-
lowing re-evaluation, he sald.

Bills protect senior citizens

Senlor citlzens and thelr familles
will get substantial help with health
cosis If a four-blll package Introduced
by state Sen, Jack Faxon (D-Farming-
ton Hills) becomes law.

The bllls permit senfor cltizens who
llve with their chlldren to be covered
as dependents on their child’s health in-
surance policy. Also ellglble ta be cov-
cred as dependents would be the par-

cnts of the pollcyholder’s spouse as
long as they live In the home of the pol-
leyhalder. )

“So If your elderly parents live with
you, or If your wife's {or busband's)
parents llve with you, you wlll be able
to Include them among the dependenta
covered by your medical Insurance If
these bills are signed into law,” Faxon
sald. “This has been a gray arca in (n-

surance coverage for some time, but
these bills make it crystal clear that
senjor cltizens llving with thelr chil-
dren are [ndecd eliglble to be covered
as dependents In thelr chlid’s policy,"
he added.

Faxon also polnted out that the bills
address a priority nced of Michigan's
approximately 1-mlllion senlor citl-
zens. These bills would go a long way

toward maklng it easier for senlor citl-
zens to obtaln the health care they need
tolive {ull, happy lives.

Three of the blils in the package
would amend laws pertaining to Blue
Cross-Blue Shield to provide for this
new caoverage. The other bill would
amend the law that regulates other ba-
sie Insurance companies.
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