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oditor

Farmington teachers who Instruct
students from Boys Republlc are Intim-
idated but reluctant to complaln about
It, according to at cast one teacher at
the Shiawassee bullding facillty.

The remark came affer a student
fistlight last Wednesday morning, It re-
quired the aid of Farmington Hllls po-
llce ofticers to break up. And although
It was the flrst Incident In which the
police have been called, other less se-

vera Incidents have eccurred, accord-
ing to teachers.

“There just weren't enough hands to
take care of this incident,” sald one
teacher who wished to remaln anony-
mous,

‘The school Is staffed by nlne teach-
ers, an administrator, a counsclor, one

and one teach-

Order was restered by clearing the
hall and placlng the atudents back in
classrooms, accordlng to pollce.

Approximately 75 students attend
classes at Shlawassce. Bays Republic s
a state-run facility which houses juven-
iles who have been ordered detatned by
the courts. Although run by the state,

er, according lo Farmington Supetin-
tendent Lewls Schulman,

THE POLICE report sald that at
lcast “40 disorderlies” were lnvolved in
the incldent, with 10 persons directly
involved In the fight.

the F School District is ve-
sponsihle for the youths' educatlon.

While the students are housed at the
Boys Republie grounds on Nine Mile,
they altend classes at Shiawassee,
north of Nine Mile, on Shinwassce.

Witnesses zaid that before pollce ar-
rived, chalrs, tables and plants were
thrown around the facility by students,
Fistfights also Intermittently broke
out.

‘The fights were the result of an argu-
ment which had taken place between
the youtbs at Boya Republie the night
before, accordlng to teachers,

“I felt wo should have been told
about what happened at Boya Republle
the night before,” sald one teacher,

. Discipline, say teachers, fs a prob-
em,

Fight reveals morale problem at school

“THE RIDS arc aiready in a deten-
tion center, It doesn’t do much good
when they are already assigned to de-
teation to threaten to put them there,”
sald a teacher.

And lodglng complalnts with the ad-
ministration or the teacher bargalning
unit scems to get little results, either.,

*“The (tcackers) contract Is very gen-
cral. There {s no other situation like
this. The language just doesa't apply,”
sald a teacher, who was told to “forget
about It when reporting a theeat earli-
er this year.

‘That same teacher sald that although
the cd

seem:
ic, “they don't sce what happens. They
don't see kids put flats in your face,”

Onc teacher reported that morale
was better than last year becanse an
administrator had been called In to aid
the building administrator in “structur.
Ing"” the aystem at Shlawassce.

And although pollce were called to
the faclllty, charges weren't pressed.
Boya Republic officlals told police they
would handle discipline over the inci-
dent,

Vigil
Tornado sentinels
challenge disaster

By Julls Brown
statt writer

1t's been nearly a decade since a tor-
nado hit the Farmington Hllls/West
Bloomfleld area, and those memories
may have faded from the minds of
some Oakland County resldents.

Paul Phelps hopes, however, that the

haven't faded letely,

*“The people in West Bloomlield are
really sensitive, they are sensitlve to
tornadoes because a tornado siruck
them,” said Phelps, dlvision manager
for Qakland Caunty's Divislon of EMS/
Disaster Control.

“They are aware of the dangers and
destructlon that can be caused by a tor-
nado In a matter of seconds,”

‘The 1976 tornado klilled one young
woman, In addition to destroylng some
homes and buslncsses and damaging
others, The woman who was kitled was
riding in a car when the tornado hit.

Tornadoes can hit any time of the

year, but are most Nkely to strike dur-
ing the spring and early summer.
Weather condltions during that season
make tornadoes more likely.,

“Tornadoes may develop from se-
vere weather,” Phelps sald. “When a
thunderstorm warnlng ls issucd, elti-
zens shouid start thinking about the
possiblilty of a tornado evolving from
that severe thunderstorm.”

In the springtime, cold fronts collide
with warmer air returning to Lhe area
from the Gulf of Mexico,

“THE WORST time (s in the spring
because both alr masses are pretty po-
tent at that time,” sald BlIl Decdler,
severe weather metcorologist at the
Naticnal Weather Service’s Detroit
Metropolitan Alrport facillty.

“Actually, we're not In the highest
priority of tornadoes,” he safd,

‘The worst part of the natlon for tor-
nadoes staris [n the Texas area, he
said, and then proceeds north to the
lowa arca.

The main control board of the warning systam is op.

""That's usually the worst area. We're
on the fringe of it."

The Natlonal Weather Service has
two designatlons to warn the public
about tornadoes.

A tornado watch alerts the public to
the possibllity of a tornado, while a tor-
nado warning warns of an exlsting tor-
nado or one suspected to exlst, When a
tornado warning s issued, It's import-

ER
iy

intheb

ant to seek shelter Immedlately. (See
related story.)

Oakland County’s Divislon of EMS/
Disaster Control doesn't Lssuo the tor-
nado watches or warnings. Tomnado
watches are [ssucd by the Natlonal Se-
vere Storm Center In Kansas City, Mo.,
while warnlngs are issued by the Na-
tional Weather Service In Detrolt.

“They put out the watches, and we

by Rachel

put out the warnings,” Deedler sald,

The Qakland County Disaster Contro}
office is responsible for disseminating

““RANDY BORST/staff photographer

of the Oakland County Jail

THE DISASTER Control Division,
which is housed at the county’s Service
Center [n Pontiae, operates a 24-hour
center. When the Na-

severe weather 8
the county,

""What we do wlth that Information ts
tell peaple about It," Phelps sald, “We
the the

to

tionn! Weather Service issues a savere
weather condition report, the office
broadeasts detailed weather informa-
ton,

agencles and Individuals.”
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Purim: Time for fun a

By Julle Brown
stalf writer

Thursday wasn't the most ordlnary
of days at Hlllel Day School in Farm-
Inglon Hills,

Students at the school were busy cel-
cbratlng the Jewlsh hollday of Purim,
which began at sundown Wednesday
and ended at sundown Thursday. Cele-
bratlon of the hollday at the school in-
cludes carnivals and the wearing of
costumes,

Do the students look forward to Pur-

7

“Very much,” sald Rabbl Robert
Abramson, the headmaster, “Who
doesn't look forward to baving fun?

“It’s something out of the ordlnary
routine of school, obviously. The nlce
thing that happens here [s that we do It
as a community.”

PURINM RECALLS Haman's plot to
exterminate the Jews of Persia,
Through the intervention of Mordecal
and Queen Esther, the Jews escaped
the fate planned by Haman.

The ward “Purim” comes from the
word “Pur," or lots. When Haman plot-
ted to destroy the Jews, he cast lots to
determine when the destruction would
oceur.

Celcbratton of the holiday at Hillel
Day School Includes explanation of its

* historical and rellgious signlficance,

the rabbi said. "And yet, it has all those
clements of being a fun day.”

Abby Magid and Howard Kahn, 6-
year-old students at the school, were
glad Purim bad acrived.

“1 ke dressing up in costumes,” sald
Abby, a flrst-grader in Debble Gold-
ing's class. She was as Queen
Vashtl, a character in the Book of Esth-
er atory,

Abby's classmate Howard was
dressed as Ahasuerus, the King of Per-
sla. “The fun” is what he looks forward
to, “Eating the hamantashen” also
ranks high on Howard's list, Haman-
tashen are three-cornered ples baked
for the hollday.

THE YOUNGER students frequent-
1y choose costumes based on the Bibli-
cal characters, Abramson sald, The
older students often choose costumes
based on television and movie charac-
ters.

“Thls year, I certainly don't see any
pattern of who's what,” the rabb{ said.
'The oldest students, the ninth-graders,
deelded to dress as varlous cartoon
characters.

Thursday, students at the schoot
gathered to hear the story from the
Book of Esther, read from a speclal
scroll called a “megillah.”

‘The students used nolsemakers, or
“graggers,” to make nolse each time
Haman's name was mentloned.

“We try to make cnough nolse lo
stamp it out,” Abramson sald.

Students at the school also had the
chance Thursday to bave thelr plctures
taken In costume, A “fun house” and a
Purim play were also part of the day's
activities.

“It's a ttme for satire,” the rabb) sald
of the play, “I won't be surprised If
someone ends up playing me. I copsider
mysell lucky if I don't come out as

aman.”

Teacher Debbie Golding and her students show off their Purim attire.
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