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"Tone alert recelvers” are necded to
receive the information. Those who
have such recelvers Include pollce and
fire department dlapatchers, school
systems, some larger businesses and
zome Indlviduals.

A communlcations console in the off-
ice links ambulances to various hospl-
tals in the county. The console has dis-
aster operation frequencies that allow
for communication with bospitals, po-
lice depariments and others.

A radar sereen In Lhe offlce indicates
weather condltions for southeastern
Michlgan.

Local tornado warnlngs are lssued
by the Detroit office of the NaUonal
Weather Service when a tornado s
ndlghled or is strongly indlcated by ra-

ar,

When such a warning fs issued, it's
important to take shelter Immediately.
In a home, the basement olfers the best
protectlon.

“Don’t go down to the point that's un-
der the kitchen,” said Paul Phelps, di-
vislon manager for the county's Divi-
slon of EMS/Dlsaster Control. If a tor-
nado were to hit the house, heavy kiteh-
en appliances could fall Into the
basement area.

In the basement, it's a good Idea to
seck shelter under the stalrs or under a
heavy piece of furniture, such as a
work bench,

Heavy furniture can also be used for
some protection In homes without base-
ments. Residents of homes without
basements should seek shelter In the
center of the home on the lowest floor
in a small area, such as a closct or
bathroom.

“If you're in a mobile home, do not
stay there,” Phelps sald. Mobile homes
are too light to withstand a tornado’s
force; for that reason, moblle home
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“This Ia exacily what you see on
TV,"” Phelps sald, The radar system
covers the area, extending beyond
Lansing and norih into the thumb area
beyond Port Huroo. It extends toward
Fort Wayne, Ind., and to Cleveland to
the south.

‘The county also operates a tornado
warning alren system. A steady three.
minute siren sound means a tornado

units of government; both Farmington
and Farmington Hills have alrens.

TIE DISASTER Control staff also
works with a volunteer group that
helps In spotting severe weather condi-
tlons.

“They send 50 to 100 peoplo to the
fleld, 3 watch the skies,” Phelps sald.

“Thelr primary purpose is to provide
services to

Guard against tornado threat

Oakland County Executive Danle] Mur.
hy.
P “We're down In the basement for 4

Y B
would gather at the offlce. The Disas.
ter Control Division spends most of ity
time deallng with more Immediate
natural disasters

warnlog 13 in effect, The county bas 138
such strens, covering app: 20
pereent of the population.

“People are still wanting slrens,
they're still asklng for sirens and our
system is growing," Phelps sald. Deci-
aions to put In slrens are made by Jocal

residents should seck shelter In & more
substantlal structure,

If no such structure is avallable, it's
better to leave the mobtle home and
seek shelter In a ditch or ravine.

“EVEN IF you're In an open fleld,
it’s better than a moblle home,” he
said,

Drivers caught out In such weather
sheuld abandon thelr cars Immediately.

“If you're in a car, get aut of the car
and get in a ditch,” Phelps sald, Driv-
ers abould lle flat In the ncarest dlich,
ravine or culvert and should use thelr
hands to shleld thelr head.

At work or at school, It's important
to avold arcas with glass. Interior hall-
woys or small rooms on the lowest
floar offer the best protection,

Gov. James Blanchard has designat-
ed the last week In Mareh as Michigaa
Tornado Safety Weck. As part of the
week's activities, Oakland County will
activate the tornado warnlng alren sys-
tem at 1:30 p.m. March 28,

Area school systems wlll conduct
tornado drllls at that Ume, Phelps sald.

“We would llke other people to do
that, too,” he said. “We hope they will
take this time to think about tornado
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work with ham radlos.

The Disaster Control office is In the
basement of the county's Law Enforce-
ment Complex and is supervised by

safety and to actunily test their torma-
do aafety plans,
“We want to urge people and agen-

lease of the
environment.

“The prioritles are what's going (o
affect Oakland County the most”
Phelps sald. .

How Oakland warning system works

cies to become aware of tornado dan.
gers and the safety procedures (o fo].
low.”

Youth Hostel sponsors
feature on sailing

Lovers of salling and worldwide
travel will be treated to zn extraordi-
nary show as “Sallorama ‘85" John
Blddle’s 20th annual feature-length
{ilm of wind-powered dclights comes to
Ford Auditorlum at 8:30 p.m. Friday,
March 29, .

Tickets are $5.75 for adults, and
$4.75 for youth under 18,

Tickets are avalloble at Ford Audlio-
rium, all CTC outlets, and from AYH,
3024 Coolidge Highway, Berkely 43072,

Mal Slllars of WDIV Channel 4 wifl be
our host and cinematographer Biddle
will be on hand to personally narvate

thix fantastic smorgasbord of salllng.
“Sallorama ‘85" traverses the
breadth of saiting actlon, from the his.
tory-laden, square-rigged Tall Ships to
the newest of “history makers,” ag sail.
became a part of the Olymple

Games in 1984,

Watch the 50th apniversary of the
Stamford-Vineyard yacht race, cne of
of Coast

Phone 545-0511 for more

and a free brochure.
American Youth Hostels witl be

sponsaring this full-color film, emcee
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right foods? Plenty of
rest? Exercise? Find out




