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Catholic sharp-shooters trigger
1985 Observerland cage squad

By Brad Emons
statf wrlter

HERE'S A NEW kid on the
block, and he'a made qulte an
fmpact on this years All-
Area boys basketball team.

Wayne Memorial, which enjoyed as
much success aa any Observerland
team thia scason with a 21-2 record,
Joined the coverage area In January.

The Wolverine A and district cham-
plons placed two players on the first

team. .
Garden City, which also won a dis-

trlct and Northwest Suburban League
(NSL) crownm, s represented by one
player and onc coach in the elite group.

‘This yezr's tcam also features two of
the atate’s most prollfic scorers, a prol-
ilc student and o talented underclass-
man.

There were many memorable
moments this season.

Farmington Harrison shook Its im-
age of being just a football power by
winning the Western Division Utle and

the WLAA playolfs.
The scason was also marked by
North Fal n's upset of state-

rmingtol
ranked Southfeld for the district
championshlp at West Bloomfleld.

Two coaches announced they would
not be back.

Livonia Stevenson's George Van
Wagoner sajd goodbye after racklng up
494 carcer victories, putting him In an
clite group statewide. The other coach,
RU's Lee Bjerke, was a vicm of
times, He wanted to teach and coach In
the RU buildlng, but covld not get his
wish,

Slxteen of 19 area coaches attended
the selection mecting, Here are the re-
sults:

JOHN McINTYRE, REDFORD
CATHOLIC CENTRAL: The 6-foot-4
senfor guard is a conscnsus all-stater
wlth big-time credentials.

This season he averaged 29 points, 10
rebounds and 4 assists per game. He
scored a scason-high 48 points agalnst
Blshop Borgess.

In three years at CC, Melntyre tal-
lied 1,553 polnts.

“John Is an excellent blind-side

passer, has keen basketball scnse and
has great anticipation on delense,” sald
CC coach Bernle Holowlcki, “He's the
Ilnest player I've ever coached.™

The University of Detroit-bound
cager was a marked man moat of the
season, often being double- or triple
teamed.

He recently finished sixth in the
atate’s Mr. Basketball voting.

JOE GREGORY, REDFORD BISH-
OP BORGESS: The 5-8 scnior point-
guard Is an offenslve machine as evi-
denced by his 28.5 seoring average this
senson.

In the Catholie League, Gregory
averaged 30.8 per game.

A unanimous all-Catholle pick, the
casy-going Gregory pumped In a sea-
son-high 44 points agalnst Royal Ouk
Shrine, including 20 of 20 free throws.

“Joc can do many things offensive-
ly,” sald Borgess coach Mike Fusco.
“He can penctrate and seore, or he can
penctrate and dish off,

*He can shoot from the perimeler cf-
fectively — 21 feet and in. He can also
shoot well off screens and is just as
goad of a shooter from the pass,”

A Division I prospect, Gregory also
can leap with the best. He scored many
of his points on offensive tips.

- POLLIS ROBERTSON, WAYNE
MEMORIAL; The 6-8 senior center,
bound for the University of Wisconsln,

all-area boys’|
basketball

1985 ALL-AREA’
BASKETBALL TEAM

FIRST TEAM -

averaged 19.8 points and 13.3
per game this scason,

He shot 51 percent from the floor
and blocked 3.3 shots per game.

A two-tlme Wolverine A plek, Ro-
bertson was voted the conference’s

MVP,

Earller this month he was nominated
for the McDonald's All-Amerlcan
squad.

“Pollis is an excellent leader,” sald
coach Chuck Henry. “He has a great at-
titude and Is a tremendous worker,

I feel that his best years are ahead
of him and that he will have a fine col-
lege career.”
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Poilis Robertson
Weyne

John Mcintyre has been one of Observeriand's
most dominant, exciting players over the course

of the last three years. The Calhotic Central sen-
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Rick Anderson
N. Farmington

Steve nng :
Garden Clty

DAN DEAN/staft photographer

lor, making his sacond and tinal All-Area appear-
ance, headlinea the '83 cage team.

+

Bob Dropp
Coach of the Year

Livonia heavyweight Cralg Payne 'um his oppo~ ond round of his first pro fight Thuraday.

- nent, Cleveland Ingram, to the canves In the sec~-

DAN DEAN/sts#t photographer

Pudgy Payne punches way
to sudden KO in pro debut

By C.J. Risak
staft writer

The professional boxing debut of

Craig Payne Thursday was bot all it
‘was hoped to be.
Payoe did flght. And the Livonla
beavywelght did win on a second-round
knockout, thrilling a large local cheer-
ing section among the 3,359 Cobo Are-
na fans on band for the -bout card.

Paync hammered Cleveland Ingram
into submission In the corner with 10
stralght body punches. Ingram, from
Cleveland, sank to hls knees as Payne
kept punching away,

“My right hand to the body did it,”
Payne said afterwards, He kept up the
attack even after went to his
knees, he sald, because “the ref's got to
stop me. 'l'll keep hitting him until ke

BUT THE FIGHT wasn't much of a
test, I was the (hird opponent
lined up for Payne. Mike Evans of Chl-
cago bowed out — “I don't know why,”
Payne sald — and Ingram was a late
substitutlon.

“] knew nothing about him. sald

boxing

Payne of Ingram, who was also making
his pro debut. “I knew be had been In
an Ohio peaitentlary, and that he bad
had about b amateur fights.”

1t wasn't 80 much # spariling night
for Livonia's hoxers Junior
middleweight Mike Darnell also fought
and beat an opponent from Cleveland
— as it was a pathetic one for Clove-
land's,

Ingram took his 10-count whila rest-
Ing on on¢ knee in the corner. He did
not appear dazed, fust tired. He abook
his head and eaid “No more” a3 the re-
feree counted him out.

et s Lary Pt Top
for 4 rounds a| “ op"
Petty. Darnell came out fast but Petty
floored him with an overhand right in
the flrst 15 seconds of the bout. Darnell
bounced up unhurt, and by the end of
the first round Petty was gasping for
alr through hls mouthplece.

Midway through the second round
Pelty was gassed, At one point he clung
to Darnell's walst and the Livonla
fighter pushed him to the floor. Petty
nearly took the count then, but he man-
aged 10 cllmb to hia feet. Moments lat-
er he collapsed agaln from exhaustion
and was counted out,

The knockout Improved Darnell’s
record to 4-0-1.

PAYNE BOBBED into the ring
garbed in a lavender robe and ahocs.
58 et e
beat Olympic m ggs
last July or Cuban gold medalist Teo-
{ollo Stevenson.

Payne welghed 225 when he fought
Biggs 8 months ago, He was announced
at 235 Thursday — “1 wish he was
235" sald tralner Dick Quinton — but
admitted afterward that his welght bad
ballooned t0 385, R

“My welght dldn't bolher me at all,”
sald Payne, “I'm not in the best of
shape. Tve been out of boxing for 8
months. -
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