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Board
hears
appeals

By Julle Brown
staft writer

Eva Lawson didn't want to take on
all of clty hall Monday afternoon.

The Farmington Hills resident dld,
bowever, want to appea] her 1985 prop-
erty assessmenl. She went before (be
three-member Board of Review to ar-
gue her case,

“They cut It a Lttle Iast year, but
they ralsed it so much this year,” she
told the board. “I don't think it's falr. I
dld expect it to be ralsed some, but not
that amount.

“It's my home, and it’s the only home
Ihave”

Board member Joan Lenais gave
Lawson a hardship appeat form to il
out.

1 live off Socia] Security and one-
balf of my busband's pension from
Chryster,” Lawson told the board.

“YOU CAN put all of that in there,”

T

Assessor Dean Babb
Lawson casa Is typical

Eva Lawson, a Far

8ppeal her property

Lennis said, “We just want you to an-
awer this to the best of your abllty,”
‘You don't bave to come and see us;
you can fust leave It out there,” board
member Harlem Morris told Lawson,
motioning in the direction of the clty
assessor’s offlce,
. cf;uwwn went away reasonably satis.

“You've been very nice, and [ thank
you very much,” sho told the board
members. “I appreciate anythlng you
can do to help me."

like Lawson's aren't unusual,
clty assessor Dean Babb sald,

“That was very typical of what you
see z{:t the board of revlew);

Often, property awnera don't realize
they may flle a written bardship ap-
Ppea); others don't realize they must ap-
ply cach year,

“YOU HAVE to come back in every
year and reapply,” he sald, Appeals can
be made In person, “but it's really not
necessary, What's Impaortant s the data
on the form.”

‘The three board of review members
— Joan Lennls, Harlem Morrls and
Gordon Meyers — have been meeting
throughout the month to hear assess.
ment appeals {ram property owners,

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of

Hiils 3
to go before tho Board of Review thls week to
assossment. The board

opted

this week were the board members’ {1
nalId.y: of hurhns appeals.

“It's & paper flow, but we 1o atay
on top of it," Babb aald, i

“We try to stay as current as we can.
Some cases, It's a declafon they can
make right then and there.” The board
never makes s declsion, however,
with the property owner stlll present.

MORRIS CHAIRS the board. All
three of the appolnted board members
are licensed real estate agents; Meyers
speclallzes In commercial property,
while Lennis and Morria specialize in
residential property,

“They all are knowledgeabls about
market values,” Babb said, “They've
been a very good board of review.”

Board members are pald $18 an hour
for thelr services. Meyers is now to the
board this year; served for the
first tme last year, while Morrls (s a
{our-year veteran, .

Some of those appealing argue that
thelr assessment exceeds 50 percent of
the sale price. Others are “peaple who
thick for whatever reason they are not
belng uniformly agscased,

“AND A lot of people questioning
why the assessment went up. We're
getling a lot of commercial and indus-
trial people with the increases we've

. of, from left, Joan Lennls, Harlem Mor-
tis and @ordon Moysra

PANDY BORST/atelt photographer

made there, A lot of our commercial
Appeals have been questlonlng the In-
largest increases

crease.” Tho in com-
merclal assessments have been in the
arez of 80 perceat, he sald,

Flve hundred people bave requested
appointments before the board this
year, while 300 more have submitied

ten apy

“We're down & little blt from last
year,” he said, Last year, 970 appeala
were submiited.

Babb doesn't think of the board of re-
view a5 & “rubber-stamp® operation
:1nd hopea the public doesa't bold that

ew.

“Ifs a shame alotof 16 percelve
that. I1t's fust not true. peop

“IF THEY do, they’ro suifering
from a misconceptlon, The board of e
view Is independeant from the assessor's
office. Is like anything, you've got to
convince them your assessment's
wrong."

Those who have appealed thelr as-
sesaments should de notified by mall of
the board'a deciston by the second week

of April;

Property owners may then appeat
thoss declslons by petittoning the Mich-
igan Tax Tribunal (P.0., Box 30232,
Lansing $8909) before June 30,

New

wakl

By Joanna Malls
stafl writer

The Farmington School District
should remain in good financlal shape.

That's the opinlon held by retlring
finance director William Prisk, who
presented school trustees last woek
with an overview of the distriet's pre-
limlnary 1985-86, $49.3 milllon budget,

Even though district officials expect
to continue operating under the current
33 mllls in 1985-86, homeowners total
tax bills may increase due to a pro-
Jected $83 miltlon Increase In the dis-

“I don't sce that and I am dlsappolnt-
ed,” she sald. “Our budget continves to
lxx‘ow because of the SEV and we spend
1.

But Prisk told Makinen that the pro-

APPLAUDING MAKINEN'S con-
cern about the millage rate, Wallace
said be believed she used the wrong
words in expressing ber concern,

Board President Jack Inch and Su-

i Lewis Sch howev.

posed budget includes of
the district’s current programs plus the
additlon of other programs board
members approved during the year.

“We're doing nothing in the district
umdl the board [sn't aware of,” Prisk
said.

Makltien In turn Indicated that sbe
felt board members are not always
aware of the cost of programs they are

trict's state )| (SEV).

A1 required by atate law, school offi-
lals will recelve public comment on
the preliminary budget at a public
hearlng scheduled for May 7.

WHILE SOME board members
asked quéstions about the proposed
budget, Board Secretary Emma Maki-
nen expressad concern, ‘

PP g

“We don't always look at the impact
of thosa things on the budget,” Makinen
said, She suggested administrators be-
gln providing the board with financlal
Information on proposed programas.

“I think we have brought those num-
bers to the board,” Prisk replied,

While Makinen replied that “we are
at fault for not looking at those things,"
board Treasurer Richard Wallace

g to the prof increase
in the district's SEV, Maklnen said she
would expect a drop in the school'a mil-
lage rate.

"s"p-eai {or yourselt,” he sald. “I have
been conselous of the approximate dol-
lars that bave come up.”

P —

S ——

oral quarrel

Mondsy night, the Academy of
Motion Plcture Arts and Sciences pre-

The; awards, also known
films, The movie “Amadeus”

my..
groday'l Oral Quarre] question is:
\

What's ybur opinion
of Oscar choices?

car selections?
sented this yoar's Academy Awards.  bave chosen?
as the Os-

cars, are glven to honor the years best  To answer this question, call 477-
Waa 5493 before 1 p.m. on Friday. To see
named as this year’s best by the acade- how your nelighbors feel about thls is.

sue, pleass look In Monday’s Farming-
ton Observer,

What do you think of this year's Os.
What films wounld you|

er, interrupted the discusalon to recom-
mend that the millage should not be re-
duced Ln 1985-86,

Polnting to capital Improvements
such as roof repairs, energy conserva.
tion measures, and asphalt paving,
Schulman sald, “these are the things
that make a reduction in millage not a
strong recommendation of oura*

Council favors lar

programs keep school

Inch concurred saying he dida’t be
leve the board should reduce millage
at the price of bulldlng maintence
which he ternted a “eatch-up game.”

The district's preliminary budget,
Prisk sald, reflects a 5 percent in.
crease in expenditures over the 1984-85
budget. The Increases are due in large
part to an anticipated Increase In ele-
mentary and apectal education enroll-
ment; a 4 percent sal lncrease for
all district employecs; and an in.
creased expendlture for student sup-

les.
P In additlon, the preliminary 1985-36

Judge

By Joanne Mallazewsk|
staft wrlter

Oskiand Circuit Judge Alice Gilbert
has upheld & Farmington Hills City
Council election recount making Ben
Marks the wiamer by one vote over op+
Ppooent Terry Sever,

Marks, who has served on the councit
since the recount early Jast December,
Wil continue as councilman unli? the
November election.

“Obviously I am happy,” said Marks,
who Intends to run for re-election in
November, “There la no question In my
mind that the court decision was golng
£o be 1o lesa than thin, Iam very bappy
that the system works, I'm satisfied,
It’s over.”

Equally happy the lssue is over,
Sever, who claims he lost seven voles
in the recount, believes he should be on
counell,

“I'atill fee) very strongly that I won
the eclection,” Sever said. “My seven
votes — I till wonder what happened
to them.”

Although Sever would not commit
himself to whether ho Intends to seek
clection to councl! in November, he
sald, "I will say that's my seat. I have
every reason and right at this polnt to
clalmit"

rules
for Marks
In recount

The recount showed Marks recelved-

" 11,008 votes to Severs 11,005, Marke

picked up 26 additianal votes in tho re-
count while Sever stayed even — losing-
and then gaining seven votey, .

In the November election, Sever
cdged past Marks with a 25.vote mar.”
gin to win the counell aeat. He served
on council for three woeks untll the re-
count, .

1t Sever had not lost seven votes in
the recount, he would have remalned
©n the council.

Following tho recount In early De.
cember, Sever, through his attornoy
Paul Nida, took the lasue to Oakland
County Clreult Court.

What concerned Sever about the ro-
count process were the chads — the X
rectangular oratlons on the puneh; .
card ballots —
counted.

DURING THE
hearing, Nida argued that recounting
punch-card ballots is unconstitutional
and consequently the recount should he
“throvn out,” !

Under state law, four blpartisan
Oakland County canvassers checked
each ballot by hand and punched out
the chads that were dlsmembered or
datached on at least two corners, ac-
cording to Onkland County Clerk Lynn

" D.Allen,

GILBERT'S DECISION last week
came almost four months after Sever
asked the court {o intercede and do-
clare the recount unconstitutional.

In her declslon, Glibert sald that the
state Leglstature provided a process of
recounting election ballots that, while
not infallible, Is constitutional, aceord-
Ingto Gllbert's Inw clark,

budget [neludes the following:

® Employment of two consultants
for the elementary sclence program,

® New copy machlnes for the sece
ondary schoola to serve as aliernates
when the rented machines need re-

Irs.

™

on of the computer appll-
catlon ciass to include North and Har-
rison high echools,:

® Approximately 9279,000 to re-
place seven passenger buses and two
orthopedic buses.

® As increased allocation to replace
two malntenance vehicles,

ger library board

nized by an agreement between munios
ipalities, with each city councll ap-
pointing Uibrary board - members. A
1978 change in'state law allows the ad-
ditional board members to serve,

RECENT GROWTH bas created a
need (urrbmder npmmm un:l‘m w}ho
board, Farmington yor Jan
Dolan said,

“It's really a small board. It's good
for the library, and it's good for all of
us,” abe 2ald of the expantion. “It’s an

By Julle Brown from Farmington Hills, The er l-
staff writer brary bozrd will have eight nl:e';ben,
- four from each city,
City Connclluv'nl‘:; unanimously Sgl:. nT by th Fam'nlnﬂm Qt,w
" mous] 1]
day (o expand the membershlp of the at m’mm 18 moeting, pending ap.
Library Board, Pproval by the Farmington Hills couneil,
The board now conslsts of four mem- A district library, such a3 the Parm.
bers — two from Farmington and two Ington Community Library, Is orga-
A — R S — RR——
[P -
what’s inside
Cable connection . . ., , 24 ﬁn
Communlty calendar . . 38 Of the est
Editorlals . .. ", | 16 distinction
otters . . , . ., ., 16A
Obltuarles . . ., .. 104 %
lviacn;nglo?' news . , , , A
s - || CREAITIVIE
Sports ., | Sectlon C @‘REAGFIVE
Suburean e . | Section ILIVIING
INE . . . . 477-5450 REAL
CLASSIFIED ADS . 591-0800 ESTATE SECTION
HOME DELIVERY . §91-0500 -

IN THE
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC'S
THURBDAY EDITIONS

had ex.
activi-
said,
Those kinds of concerns “coald better
be addressed by additional Ioput of the
board,” she sald.
“THE LIBRARY {teelf has grown,
ot just the two citles.” The
is o reflection ou the current 's

dol
Charles Wiliiams said. Counci] member

member

In testimony provided by one of the
Oakland County Board of Canvazsors
who particlpated in tha Marks-Sover
recount, the
and properly. .

The county canvasser also testiffed:
that the chads covering the eatire
punch card were examined, not just
those for tho city councll election. :

costs onrise

® The addition of a teacher and
aldes for the reading and glfted pro.
gram which will be split Into separate.
programs, :

@ An increase of about $280,000 In-
the district's capital needs zecount
bringing it to a total of approximately
$718,000.

Projects such as expected roof re.
palrs and major bullding remodeling Is
not included in the preliminary budgef.
Administrators plan to make specifip
recommendations later for these pro}-
ects o ba floanced with money n the
capltal improvement aceount. .

Docsy Wolf agreed that broader repre-
seatation from the communltlien would
ba A.l: Lmprovement.

lo

VAGNOZZI HAD expressed hls con.
cemn at mmlnml 18 meuu' ﬁt:‘l‘ l.hl;
oo resent &
&emhux\l'- role. g
3 resent board s func-

"] think the
toning well,” b:uld Monday,

for tho Lbrory boed poaions e
or ons

send a resume to elther Mayor Jan Do~
ll:“ly:laYgdahFlrmlumwtlf:mv
a To-
spective city halls, -

et O e §
asto “ X
a member,” Dolan!
sald. “Just what they can offer and’
some background as to what they've:
done.” PR
e 200 T .
Involvement In commuiity a vities:
Is an amset for appﬂdhﬁ?i:o“wd.j
IR

and how they were *

December court

process was done lezllly,_




