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HILE BARRIE Muzheck's
Indlvidual brilllance and
Freeland's team muscle
grabbed all headlines at
the state gymnastles meet, No
Farmington coach Mary Glitz was qui-
ctly sclected the state’s coach of the
year.

“I was totally shoctd,” was her re-
sponse.

North Farmlngton dld not qualify for
the state mect thls season. In fact,
North's representation at the meet was
limited to two gymnasts competing
only in Individual events,

But the Michlgan High School Gym-
nastics Coaches Assoclation dldn't base
Its coach of the year voie on the past
year alone. Instead, ‘it focused on a
most successful carcer and selected a
very deserving coach.

Mary Glitz has coached gymnasties
at North for ninc years and has com-
plled a 111-16-1 record. In that span
Yer teams have won clght league tittes
and a pair of state champlonshlps.

“The glrls made this year very spe-
ctal,” Glitz safd. “It's basleally the
same group we had last year, we're
very close,”

Glitz was deep nto ber flrst preg-
nancy for much of the season (she gave
birth last month) and thought seriously
about retiring. But, the North gymnasts
begged and pleaded for thelr coach to
rematn,

She did, and now harbors no thoughts
of giving up coaching.

“1 was very disappointed after the
reglonals, disappolnted for the girls,”
Glltz sald of her team’s fourth place
flnish at the reglonal meet, “They bad
worked so kard all year and wanted to
g0 on 30 badly, But, they just had falls
they don't normally have.”

Still, for eight stralght years, Glitz’s
teams have domlnated Observerland
gymnastics, This year, North swept
through the teague dual meet season
unbeaten and won the league meet with
a 132 team score. The Raldera placed
five gymnasts in the top 12 all-around
at that meet.

‘Therefore, it should come as no
surprise that the Ratders dominate the
1985 All-Area Gymmnastlcs Team, the
second annual Super Six selected by
Observerland coaches.

The Raiders placed three gymnaats
on the first wzm and the coach of the
year — Mary Glitz.

Here is the Observerland's Super Six
for 1985:

EILEEN MURTAUGH, Nom‘ﬂ
ghlight o

FARMINGTON: The b f this
personable junior’s season came lt the
Western Lakes league meet. She scored
o 34,50 all-around which, In most yeara,
would have won outright. But, this
year's league meet featured Olymplc
hopeful Barrle Muzbeck. Thus, Mur-
taugh's 34.50 was a most impressive
second best. Murtaugh pleced In a flve-
way tie for the {lnal qualifying floor
exerclse spot at the reglonala{6.55) and
took 36th at the state meet (8.15).

LUCINE TOROYAN, NORTH
FARMINGTON: When they describe
the prototype body for a gymnast, they
could use this taleated junior as a mod-
¢l Short, petlte frame and full of
strength. She s solid all-around (33.55
at the lcague meet), but her premier
event is uneven bars. She for
fourth at the regional meet (8.5) and

In like Flint?

Suburban basketball has a way togo

placed 26th in the state (8.45). Her 8.85
acore on bars was the best in Observer-
land this season. Watehing her, ane gets

. tha leellnx lbnt Lucine Toroyan, as

aa she 18 now, 120’ even close to
up ylng her full pou;nuﬂ,

BETH RAFAIL, PLYMOUTH SA-
LERM: Observerland gymnasts recorded
but two scores better than 9.0 this sca-
son — Rafall owns both. She
scored £.05 on both beam and floor ex-
ercise this season. She also earned the
highest place at state of any area gym-
nast. After placing 10th all-around at
reglonal, she placed 13th on balance
beam (9.4). Rafall scored a third-best
33.70 all-around at the league meet, in-
cluding a palr of 8.85s on vault and
floor. Rafail is making her second
Super Slx appearance,

JACRIE HUFF, PLYMOUTH SA-
LEM: This talented atblete carns the

youth,

mythical titles Most

and
Most Grilly gymnast in Observerland,
After scoring 20.80 at last year’s
league meet, far back in the pack, Hu!l
emerged with a 32.80 (his season. Tha
desplte competing with a nagging leg
injury all season, She placed 11th all-
around at the reglonal meet and qualls
fled in two events at the state meet.
She placed 320d on vault (8,35) and
420d on beam (7.6). Sho bad the second
highest score in the area on vault (8.95),
beam (8.8) and floor exercise (8.95).

‘TRACY SOLOMON, FARMINGTON
HARRISON: 1985 proved to be a bit of
a rollercoaster ride for this second-
time Super Six gymaasi , her sea-
son cended on a crest as she led Harrd-
son to a Western Diviston titlo with a
solid 33.55 oall-around showing at the
leaguo meet. She qualified for state
with a sixth-place 8.55 on floor and
placed 36th at state (6.15). A junlor, So-
lomon's bests were 6.85 on vault, 8.4 on
bars, 8.2 on beam and 8.8 on floor,

KARA KARHU, NORTH FARM.
INGTON: A flamboyant performer,
Karhu placed 10th all-around at the
league meet with a 32,15, To show the
improvement of this sophomore, Karhu
did not score all-around at last year's
league meet. This year, Karbu notched
an 8.75 on vault, an 8.4 on bars, an 8.85
on beam and an 8.5 on floor.
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THE SUPER SiX
1885 Ali-Aroa Gymnastics team
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Kallg Macirtosh
Lia Bundle, . . .

HONOCRABLE MENTION: Westiand John
Gleon: Tonya Vergis, Shed Schimel, Marcy
Clsrenceviie:

Sue Laty, Jowry Dioed, Diecka Fyn,
swmw.r Livonla Ladywood: Debbie Borke.
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tling, ball squads won
league titles. :
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Arbor and the sky was filled with
rain,
It was pouring down Inslde of
Crisler Arena as well on poor Detroit
Southwestern, who went down to defeat in
the Class A basketball {Inal for the fourth
year in a row.

Just think, if It wasn't for Flint, the Pros-
pectors would have been state champlons
four times in a row,

But it wasn't to be.

Since I've been on the beat In Qbscrver-
land, I've been golng to the state semifinals
and finals exctuslvely as a spectator instead
of a member of press row,

Who cares if I paid $8 to a scalper out In

IT WAS SATURDAY afternoen In Ann

ivot
outh-Canton, Clareaccville and Farmington)
have padlocked the doors on their gyms.

Being a product of the [.lvunia Public
Schools, I can ) from

Back in the early 1970s, Pnnklln High
School would have never won a district,
league or regional basketball title, or pro-
vided three full-ride basketball scholarahips
had it not been for the kindness of a custod!-
an named Clarence Nelson.

Nelson routinely slipped the Franklln
players into the gym to enable them to de-
velop their game, Many cherished lhoughu
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AN ANSWER lo that question caught my
eye last week In Joe Falls' column in the
Detroit News.

Fllnt Central coach Stan Gooch, who
started the Flint reign with three straight
champlons of his own at tbe start of

front of the Crisler marquee? I had to sce  decade, credits the Flint Schools’ Communi-  suili go out toward the whllehalzed
this Flint Northwestern team, the one they  ty Education program.
* call the best of all time In this state. He told Falls that the gyms are open 10 TIMES HAVE NOT changed. I lound the
This was my last chance to see if this months a year and slx nights a week. stumbling blocks still exist today.

Kids lcarn to Jove the game by becoming ‘This season, Franklin‘s freshman basket-
balt team wu told lhzy could not enter an
Divine
Child. The dlstrict: uld no because they
don't schednlo games on Sundays and the
necessary funds could not be appropriated.

'This the same district that Is sitiing on an
$8-310 milllon surplus, - .

tev

Garden City went farther ihan any Ob- mﬂl’gct;x;oé“be;n :‘;ene Di:::oths po;:
serverland boys basketball tearn o dbe. lar Observer & Ecceairic Glris AllStar
trolt Pul‘ztl’lc Scho:lhlie!zguu {PSL) champs : The Ca:xun dru;l;eddblh;a "tf::w;m be  Soccer Classlc, featuring a number of Livo-
much of the second hal ore getting dum y Soul en

Maybe they should make Flint  This GC team succeeded because thelr ?h Publle School students, would be de-
Northwestern play in a new class, How u:hool district Is committed to bullding a Divens was able to cut {hrough the bu-
reaucratic tape and was able to get the $800

about A+? " . solid athletic program.

But as I sat in row 28 of the gold scats fleld rental fee, quoted originally by Com-
wondered how these teams from Flint al- munity Edmuo% chief Dan Knycl;.zenkl.
ways domlnate the state tournament. walyed,

Bob Sluka, another All-Observer baaket-

As I chomped on Don Canham's popcorn,
1 also wondered when & public school team ball player from Livonia Stevenson, sald he

teamm was truly all it was cracked up to be.

THERE WAS Mr. Basketball, Glen Rice,
baoking shots off the window and skying
abova the rim.

He looked more like Mr. Universe, while
his four teammates played lke Charles At-
las, Hercules, Lou Ferrigno and Atmold
Swartzenegger.

These were men playing In a boys game.
I'm afraid to say they toyed with the De-

rala, according to Gooch.

w?hltl ‘how Catholic Central's John Meln-
tyre, who ia golng to the University of De-
trolt on a basketball mnlnnh!p. became &
player.

A typical Mcintyre day I.n the winter
would be achoo), practice, dlnncr. study and
practice agaln (on his own).

‘ Michigan’s Largest
Selection of New Mercedes-Benzs

COACH BOB DROPP gave credlt to the
school's administration for giviog him a
bazketball technlque class {for boys and
guu), glving him access to the gym on Sun-

y (anytime he wants It) and providing &
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{ coverage area would go to m c(

t;?:n:tll: yhousu {Jenlson or Criater). Pl ]uu!or high grogram. m wﬂ‘mmm at &l:

ou Slem was th Tt team 1040 f s sl team went 304 1113 Semeor ™11 0 schoo] gyms wero usuall closed. AUTHORIZED SALES » SERVICE + PARTS

ms t, it appears, {s blessed with good ath-  It's no colncidenco efther that Garden OPEN MONDAY AND THURSDAY EVENINGS UNTIL 9 PM.
letu But lgllll (helr secret? City's football team went 7-2 and ita wres- Pleasa turn to Page 4
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