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Awarding the feats of the college season

VERYBODY'S GOT a list, and at thiy ttme
:Lyur everybody wanta to call their lst
L

It's the awards season, Oscars are
for beat movles, G for best
music, trophies to beat athletes. Everyone haa
thelr favorites, and everyone wanta everyone else
to know what they are.

I refuse to be excluded.

The OLE already honors the top high school
athletes in various sporis with Ali-Area teams, so
I'll exclude prep stara from my lst of bests, The
athletes mentioned below are all in college, and
atl are deserving of the award bestowed upon

em.
The winter sports seasons are over. Awards
. presentations are as rampant a1 a flu epidemle, T
! don't want to be last and least, so here are my
- personal award presentations — whatcver
* they’re worth,
! BEST ATIILETE: Might as well start at the
- top, If this were belng applied to a high school
" athlete, I might very well opt for a three- or four-
: sport standout.
But college success requires specialization,
. That translates into the athlete who performed
. best In his or her spectally. And that makes the
selectlon process falrly simple: my cholce is Kara
- McGrath, a Blrmingham natlve currently
swimming for Texas.

At the NCAA champlonships lnst weekend,
McGrath splashed to a second-place finish in the
200-yard butterfly, was seventh in the 400

. indlvidual medley, placed eighth [ the 100 fiy
and swam a leg on the Longhorns second-place
800 free relay.

Texas became the first women's team to win
consecutlve swim titles. MeGrath, whose
speciality Is the 200 fly, bested everyone but
Mary T. Meagher, the Olymplc gold medalist In
the event,

BEST FRESHMAN: Contribution is the key
here. Few {reshmen get an opportunity (o play.
‘Thelr contribution can be attributed to two
factors: talent that's too exemplary to be left
altting on the bench, and necesalty, with Injury or
the team's lack of talent forcing the coach to use

2JTt,

‘Two basketball players come to mind: Erdeh
Hartaett, a Plymouth Salem grad at Orchard
Lake St. Mary's, and Scott Blttinger, at Oakland
Universlty. Both started for medlocre teams, and

» Blttinger was named lo the Great Lakes

- Intercallegiate Athletle Conference (GLIAC) All-
. Defenslve team.

:  ButI'm golng to go with Hartnett because by

» season’s end, he was relled on to be the Eagles

- outside acorlng threat. He also ignlted a coupte of
- OLSM rallies — agalnst Saginaw Valley and,

- Michlgan Christian — with ressunding alley-oop
- dunks. Hartnett flnlshed the scason with a better
" than 10-polnts-per-game scoring average.

* BEST DRESSER: Hands down, this award goes
. to Michigan State basketbail reserve Ralph

+ Walker, a Southficld graduate. Walker’s unique

< style of dreas in MSU's game against

7 Northwestern has become S legend.

Walker was inscrted {nto the game mldway

through the first hal{ with his shorts on
* backwards. Maybe that rulned the Wildcats
- concentration — who can tell? — but Watker
. went on to score 8 polnts in the half, his best Big
- Ten output of the season, and helped the Spartans
pull away (o an easy win.
. COMEBACK PERFORMER: I'll be a coward
” on this one and prescnt male and female awards,
< For the males, Mike Wantuck, a Bloomfleld Hills
« Andover grad now dlving at Ohlo State. For the
- females, Mary Roxman, & Livonia Stevenson
_ alumnae now swimming at Michigan State.
. Wantuck transferred to Ohlo State alter
- making All-American at Texas as a freshman, It
* waa a difflcult switch, and Wantuck was forced to
“ st out until January, but he still qualitled for thia
weckend's NCAA champlonships by flnlshing
- second on the $-meter and fourth on the 1-meter
board in the BIg Ten.
+  Rozman battled back after suffering a knee
" Injury as a [reshman to win the 50-yard freeatyle
 ttle at the Blg Ten champlonships, She was the
Spartans only conference champ and the team's
- only NCAA qualifier.
BEST CAREER: Of the current ¢rop of senlors,
* Ican think of none a3 quallfied for this award as
' Brenda McLean, basketball star at Oakland
- Unlversity.

McLcan's success was not Limited to the court,
although she certainly excelled there with four
siralght years as an All-GLIAC selection. What
impressed me was McLean's recognltion of what
a student-athlete Is, and her taking advantage of

- it She mad. the most of her scholarship and was
" also nained to the GLIAC All-Academlc
basketball team.

‘WORST LUCR: If thls were a team award, [
could think of about a dozen candldates. For an
indlvidual, I think Manny Marus, & Redford
Temple Christian grad currently playing soccer
for Sehoolcralt College, is deserving.

No one wanted to contribute more, no one was
being counted on more. But Murua injured a knse
early in the scason. He tried several comebacks,
but the mobility that made him such a threat &
year before was lacking. He was limited to §
goals and his Schooleralt career ended with his
never returning to top form.

BEST FUTURE: Agaln, a lot of names could be
submltted, but the two I narrowed it down to are
Mickigan football star Brad Cochran and
Minnesota basketball standout Jokn Shasky, both
{rom Birmingham Brother Rice.

I eliminated several candldates for a simple

In like Flint?

Continued from Page 1
Deellning enroliment, the lack seventh and
. ¢lghth grade programs and low coachiog salarfes
bave contributed to the demise of basketball in thia
- area.

: FRED THOMANN, who directed the last publle

school league team from Observerland (Salem) into
. the state found the situat!
- and resigned his position 23 boys basketball coach
- last year,
, Thomann, lke many arex coaches, grew tired of
; battling the abstacles.
- Until school dlstrict superintendents osm uw
, thesa problems, you'll continue to see regional
i ketball scores in the paper like this:
v Detroit Mackezine 78,
* Livonia Stevenson 43, -

!

reason: money. My cholce was based on who I

thought had the best chance to make a lot of

money In his or her sport. Both Cochran and
basky have reasonable shots at playing ia the

pros.

Il select Shasky, who stands 7-foot and was
among the Big Ten leaders Ln scoring and
rebounding, The reason I'm pleking Shasky,
though, is pro basketball pays better than pro
football,

MOST CLASS: Carlos Briggs s the cholce.
Briggs also deserves notlce as Best Transfer. He
went from Schoolcralt, where he led the NJCAA
in scoring in 1983-84, to Baylor, where he was the

S ——

C.J.
Risak

The Baylor players all signed a petition
supporting both the {iring of Haller and the
player who turned him in. All the players except
Briggs, who sald his coach had been through
enough., He loat his job, what more do you want,
Brigga sald,

BEST COACH: Nothlng easy about this. At OU,
there’s  Gary Parsons (men'’s soccer), Greg Kampe

Briggs descrves the Moat Class award for what
he said after Baylor eoach Jim Haller was
dumped for giving a player money to make a car
payment., The player who turned in Haller — the
same one who recclved the money for the car

team's top scorer with betler than 20 polnts a payment — was threalened by unknown sources

(men's

e ey,
‘The Baylor players
all signed a petiti
supporting both ti
firing of Haller and
the player who |
turnad him in, Alf
the pisyors except
(Carios) Briggs.’

11y at
Schoolcrat, there's Van Dimitrion (men's soccer)
and Ed Kavanaugh (women's basketball).

At Schooleraft, there's also EJ Dudek, thls
year’s pick. Dudek took a women's soccer team {n

game. afterward. Its flrat varsity season to the NJCAA finals.
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