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Calm ex

By Avigdor Zsromp
special writer

Thbe roads to artiatle Integrity are
many, although finding one can be
most challenging. It is even more chal-
lenging to get universal recognition for
such an undertakin,

an 8-

One of the succeasful groupa In this
regard s the Gabrieli String Quartet,
Founded in England 18 years ago and it
1s now recognlzed as cne of that coun-
try’s leading ensembles.

* Its members, viollnists Kenneth Sill-
to Brendan O'Reilly, violinist lan
<Jewel and cellist Kelth Harvey have
. toured Enrope, as well as Australla and
: South America. This [s ther fourth tour
of this country. They appeared at Or~

chestra Hall last week, as a part of the
:Thc;smber Music Soclety of Detroit
).

The three works featured were by
Mozart, Britten and Dvorak, These rep-
resent three different styles and peri-
ods. They were all presented with an
extremely high level of artistic Integri-
3

Y.
The quartct’s style Is reserved and
unpretentious. This lsn't the same as
belog timid and overly cautious. For
the most part, the technlcal Mashes and
the kind of visibly daring feats that at-

terior hid extraordinary skills

performance would

pearance, there was & degree of skill
and artistle integrity that few groups

can
THE CLEAN sound and perfect co-
as a patura)

tract attention were bardly
‘The body movements were minimal,
there was nope of that praocing

Yet, behind that calm and casual ap-

byproduct of thelr style, rather than
something dellberately rigged to elicit
feelings of awe and admiration. There
was the feeling that the music was al-

lowed to speak on its own terms, by un-
{olding Its Intrinsic treasures,

Mozart'’s Quartet No. 17 offered
more than the pleasant Mozartlan
themes. Hls style was there, of course,
but the listener was left with the im-
presslon that Mozart's music was pre-
seated without any subj loterfer-

‘This was the one work in which the
performers seemed less reserved. Even
If one doesn’t appreciate sll of lts

ence.

L3, left no
doubt of [ts masterful, artistic design.

Dvorak is regarded

signiflcant.
This was made even more

s
erate gimmick to produce it. It wis
there (o'r ého Mklnul. l:“!egplit takes }a
group of the artlstic ty of
Gabrield tolet It through undlzwrud,l?e

Herbig conducts 3 Bs in significant concert

* By Avigdor Zaromp
spocial writer

‘The three Bs are the
center of gravity of clas-
slcal muste. Some might

" even refer Lo them ay the
. “meat and potatoes™ of
: music, in & manner that
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isa’t always complimen-
tary

In some socnse, thoy
resemble the tone triad
— (hia is almoat always
the beginning and the end
of any movement written
In tonal style. By extend-
ing this analogy, a move-

ment conslsting solety of
tonic trinds and arpeg-
gicc 0 the cxelusles of
all other barmonles
wouldn't be very interest-
ing. But a movement
without it [s inconcelv-
able to most except for
the most ardeal propo-
nents of atonality.

Last week the Detrolt
Symphony Orchestra
© struck its tonie chord ua-
der the direction of Music

hose
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Director Gunther Herbig.
He wil) be here through
the rest of tae seasot,

The program consiated
of the Orchestral Suite
No. 1 by Bach, the Plano
Concerto No. 2 by Bee-
thaven and the Symphony
No. 4 by Brahms,

This was, indeed, a nat-
ural progreaslon (with the
oumbers forming a geo-
metric progression). The
fact that a work by Bach

AND ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE.

was Included colncided
with the hoopla about
Bach'a  300th  birthday
celebration.

‘The performance made
clear — what has been
alrcady ecstablished be-
fore — that Maestro Her-
blg is well versed in the
works of these German
masters.

HIS IS more than fa-
millarity, one doesn't

need to be a major or- tlon with fast but not

chestra conductor for
that, but be has the rare
abllity to project these

orchestra was clearly de-
familiar works with thelr flned and the

winds —

natural, suthentic envi- played by obolsts Donal

ronment without resort-

Baker and John Snow and

ing to cccentric dramat- bassoon player Robert

Lzation.

The Orchestral Suite
No. ! was a rare sample
of good Bach. The French
overture had the right
tempo — a slow Introdue-
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Williams — sprinkled the
movements with delight-
ful colors.

Some of the tempoa in

others were less ta my
liking. I would have pre-
ferred the Courante and
Gavottes at a slower pace
and the concluding Pas-
sepleds at a faster one,
but'there was no compro-
mise in accuracy and bal-
ance.

Pianlst Emanuel Ax

the Beethoven concerto,
This is actually the first
composed  even thugh
published as No. 2, Is still
Mozartlan in sature, with

some hints of Becthoven's
developing style,
ACCORDINGLY, Ax

wasn't heavy handed, but
brought out the themes
with sharp clarity. There
was no attempt to force
the style of the Emperor
concerto on this work, as
fs frequently the case.
There was also good
cooperation between or-
chestra and sololst, as ex-
empllfied by the timely
orchestral chord at the
end of & fast scale in the
conclusion of the caden-

' was  cqually effective,
with s stylistic land’
marks, The intense peaty
were gradually built agd
naturally achieved, wifh
brasy sound that was
thorough, but not harsh or
distorted. :

The flnal movement,
which is In a form of 2
chaconne (n fact that jsmt
known to many listeners)
was an appropriate llok
to the past — to Bach asd
bis contemporarics. |

When the flnal choryls
of this movement were
over, ope could fecl agaln
the signlficance of this
profound triad of clasy.
cal muslc ~ Bach, Bea-
thoven, Brahms. This isa
sense of harmony that

s@%
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Musicale gives awards

Five music students who won Bir-
mingham Musicale scholarahips will
perform for the Musicalo's program at
1 p.m. Thursday, April 4 at The Com-
munity House, 380 S. Bates, Birming-
bam.

The student winners are: Kiraten
Agresta, barp, 10th grade, Seaholm
High Schook Scott Holden, piano, 6th
grade, East Hills Middle Schoo); Liessl
Brand, plano, 12th grade, Seaholm
High School; Jennifer Price, plano,
flute, $th grade, Malow Junlor High;
SF:;nkl Hsu, 10th grade, Lahser High

00l

The program with the theme, "New
Hordzons," will Include plano selections
by Sheiln Stephenson and vocal selec-
tions by Sara Dalgleish Chason, sopra-
no. Martha Welton will accompany

1ason.

Stephenson, who tcaches in Blrming-
bam, has 2 bachelor's degree In music
from Jultllard and a master's degree Ly

.
The Brahms symphony

makes all other siylss
meanlnglul, :

musle from Oakland Unlverslty.

Chason has a bachelor’s degree o
psychology from Brown Unlveralty and
a degree In vocal performance from
Unlveraity of Michigan, She Is a mém-
ber of the Kenncth Jewell Chorale 20d
slngs with Kirk [n the Hills Cholr,
Michigan Opera Theater, has had
Ueads In many local opera productlons,
She is also a music therapist at Beav-
mant Hospital.

The Birmingham Musicale Women's
Chorus, under the direction of Maurcen
Keanedy, will atog “Stabat Mater” by
‘l;:;solml and “Mlssa Hosanna® by Noe)

manne.
a Phoebe DeGraff Is chalrman of the
ay,

Birmingham Musical programs are
presented with the support of Michigan
Counell for the Arts, For informatlon,
call Pat Mills, president, 6565-0686 or
%Tﬂmm Ruppel, membership, 642
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